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Comprehension Strategy:
Predicting
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What Is Predicting?

Predicting means using clues from a text, pictures or structure—plus 

what you already know—to work out what may happen or be 

explained next.

A prediction is thoughtful, not random.PREVIEW



Why Predict?

Predictions give your reading a purpose.

They help you notice clues, connect ideas, monitor meaning and stay 

ready to revise as the text changes.

PREVIEW



Literal and Inferred Clues

LITERAL CLUE: stated directly in the words or image.

INFERRED CLUE: worked out by connecting details.

Strong readers use both.PREVIEW



Literal Predictions

Look for information the author states clearly.

Example: Dark clouds covered the oval and students hurried inside.

Prediction: Rain is likely soon.PREVIEW



Inferred Predictions

Combine clues that are not explained directly.

Example: Mia checks the clock, grips her notes and takes slow breaths.

Prediction: She is about to speak and feels nervous.PREVIEW



The Prediction Formula

TEXT CLUES + PRIOR KNOWLEDGE = PLAUSIBLE PREDICTION

Then ask: Which clue is strongest? Does the evidence really support 

my idea?
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Before Fiction

Preview the title, cover, setting, characters and opening problem.

Predict the goal, obstacle, next event or likely character choice.
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Before Non-fiction

Scan headings, captions, diagrams, key words and text structure.

Predict what you will learn, which explanation comes next or how 

ideas connect.
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During Fiction

Pause after a change, decision, new clue or problem.

Predict the next action—and explain how the character and situation 

support it.
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During Non-fiction

Pause when a cause, process, comparison or claim is introduced.

Predict the next step, result, example or evidence the author may 

provide.
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Powerful Pause Points

STOP when you notice:

• a surprising detail

• a new problem or choice

• a signal word

• a pattern or repeated clue

• information that challenges your thinkingPREVIEW



Predict and Prove
Useful sentence stems:

I predict … because …

The strongest clue is …

This clue suggests …

My prior knowledge tells me …

I revised my prediction because …PREVIEW



Fiction Model
TEXT: The hall lights flickered. Noah heard a key turn outside the locked rehearsal room.

PREDICTION: A caretaker may open the door.

EVIDENCE: the turning key

WHY: A person with access can unlock it.PREVIEW



Non-fiction Model

TEXT: A bee returns to the hive and moves in a repeated figure-eight 

pattern.

PREDICTION: The text will explain how the dance shares a food location.

EVIDENCE: the repeated movementPREVIEW



Revise, Don’t Erase

New evidence can CONFIRM, SHARPEN or CONTRADICT a prediction.

Revision shows active thinking.

Say: At first I thought … Now I think … because …PREVIEW



Revision Model
FIRST CLUES: wet leaves, moved pots, motor hum.

FIRST PREDICTION: A machine is moving in the garden.

NEW EVIDENCE: circular tracks and robotics-club equipment.

REVISED: A small rover is testing the garden.PREVIEW



Weak or Strong?

WEAK: Something exciting will happen.

Why? Too vague; no evidence.

STRONG: The ferry may be delayed because the crew secures the deck and 

fog covers the harbour.

Why? Specific, plausible and evidence-based.PREVIEW



Partner Practice

1. Preview a short text.

2. Each partner writes a prediction.

3. Point to the strongest clue.

4. Compare reasoning.

5. Read on and revise or confirm.PREVIEW



Prediction Traps
Avoid:

• guessing from one dramatic detail

• ignoring information that does not fit

• retelling instead of predicting

• making a claim with no evidence

• refusing to revisePREVIEW



Prediction Checklist
Before you finish, ask:

✓ Is my prediction specific and plausible?

✓ Did I use a text or image clue?

✓ Did I connect prior knowledge?

✓ Can I explain why?

✓ Did I revise when new evidence appeared?PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Comprehension Strategy:
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Question 1 — Best Prediction

Sam opens the shed. The floor is wet, a hose lies across the doorway and the tap drips.

What is the best prediction?

A  Sam will paint the shed.

B  Sam will turn off the tap and inspect the hose.

C  Sam will leave for school.

D  Sam will plant flowers.PREVIEW



Answer 1

B — Sam will turn off the tap and inspect the hose.

The wet floor, dripping tap and hose are connected clues.
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Question 2 — True or False

TRUE OR FALSE?

A prediction is strong whenever it sounds interesting, even if no clue 

supports it.
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Answer 2

FALSE

A strong prediction must be plausible and supported by text, image or 

structural clues.
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Question 3 — Select Two

Lina sits on a green bench. The temperature drops and grey clouds gather.

Which TWO direct clues most strongly support a prediction of rain soon?

A  the temperature drops

B  grey clouds gather

C  Lina sits

D  the bench is greenPREVIEW



Answer 3

A and B

A falling temperature and gathering grey clouds are relevant weather 

clues. The other details do not support rain.
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Question 4 — Evidence Match

During a debate, Oliver cannot find his cue cards. His teammate opens a digital copy, and the teacher gives him one 

minute.

Which prediction is best supported?

A  The debate ends.

B  Oliver uses the digital copy to prepare and speak.

C  The class goes outside.

D  Oliver rewrites every card by hand.PREVIEW



Answer 4

B — Oliver uses the digital copy to prepare and speak.

The available copy and preparation time directly support that 

prediction.
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Question 5 — Previewing

Before reading an article titled How Mangroves Protect Coasts, what is the most useful 

prediction?

A  It will explain how mangroves reduce damage from waves.

B  It will list famous deserts.

C  A character will lose a key.

D  It will teach a dance.PREVIEW



Answer 5

A — It will explain how mangroves reduce damage from waves.

The title gives the topic and signals an explanation of protection.
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Question 6 — Revise
First clue: seedlings are missing and a muddy trail leads away.

New clue: rabbit fur is caught on lifted netting.

How should the prediction change?

A  Confirm that a rabbit probably entered.

B  Keep the same guess no matter what.

C  Predict a storm.

D  Stop using evidence.PREVIEW



Answer 6

A — Confirm that a rabbit probably entered.

The lifted netting and rabbit fur sharpen the first prediction with 

specific evidence.
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Question 7 — Constructed Response

The museum alarm chirps after a backpack brushes the safety rope. 

The guide raises one hand and reaches for a radio.

Write one plausible prediction and name the strongest clue.
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Answer 7 — Model

Prediction: The guide will stop the group and contact security or staff.

Strongest clue: the guide reaches for a radio after the alarm.

This response is specific, plausible and evidence-based.PREVIEW



Question 8 — Inference

Which statement contains an INFERRED clue?

A  The sign says DETOUR.

B  The thermometer reads 34°C.

C  Max’s clenched hands and shaky voice suggest he is nervous.

D  The gate is locked.PREVIEW



Answer 8

C — Max’s clenched hands and shaky voice suggest he is nervous.

The emotion is worked out from behaviour; it is not stated directly.

PREVIEW



Question 9 — Spot the Problem

Prediction: The research team hears a repeating pulse beneath the ice, so they will find a dragon.

What is the main problem?

A  The prediction is not supported by the clue.

B  The prediction uses evidence.

C  The prediction can be revised.

D  The prediction is written in a sentence.PREVIEW



Answer 9

A — The prediction is not supported by the clue.

A repeating pulse could suggest equipment or a signal, but it does not 

support a dragon.
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Question 10 — Strategy Sequence

Put these steps in the best order.

1  Read on and notice new evidence.

2  Preview and identify clues.

3  Confirm or revise.

4  Make and justify a prediction.PREVIEW



Answer 10

2 → 4 → 1 → 3

Preview and identify clues; make and justify a prediction; read on; 

then confirm or revise.
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Well Done!
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