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Comprehension Strategy: Connecting - Year 5
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> MAKING =
CONNECTIONS

TEXT TO SELF (| TEXT TO TEXT

This reminds me This reminds me This connects
of something | have of another text, to real events, issues,
experienced, felt character, idea knowledge or
or chosen. or structure. communities.
\ 7 \ J \ J

TEXT DETAIL —> CONNECTION —> HOW IT HELPS ME UNDERSTAND




CUNNEBTIUN QUEST

TEXT eI | DEEP DIVE

24

DEEP DIVE

\ Roll. Move. Draw the matching card.
‘* Give a text detail, make the
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© SELF

o
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A character hides a
mistake. Connect this
choice to an experience
or feeling.

© WORLD

A town limits wateNus

Q
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m
F
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A student practises for
weeks before performing.
Make a useful personal
connection.

@ TEXT

A hero must choose
between loyalty and
fairness. Link thj
conflict to another ¢

<&

Explain how a
connection can change
your view of
a character.

@ TEXT

A setting becomes
dangerous after dark.
Compare it with a setting
in another text.
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) CONNECTION QUEST — CARDS B ¢

Neighbours turn an
empty block into a
garden. Connect this
to a community issue.

Name a surface

connection, then
improve it so it
explains meaning.

7/
g U

rticle uses cause
and effect. Link its

structure to another
informational text.

Wildlife returns after
a creek is cleaned.
Connect this to
environmental
knowledge.

Which matters more:
the similarity or why
it matters? Explain.
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1. Choose aiar‘ ardy

r

. Say Whidh connection type fits.

ive the connection and
explain why it matters.

4. If your group agrees it is useful,

cover one matching square.

First to four in a row wins.

N

DEEPEN IT:

Name the text detail that
triggered your connection.




" THIS REMINDS ME -
«FOUR IN A ROW+




> THIS REMINDS ME - CARDS A =

A report explains
why native bees
need flowering

Two stories begin
with a mysterious
package at
~ the door

What does this remind yo

" &
Mira reread the The old bridge

email three times creaked while the
before pressing send.

y__ river rose below it.

W S
% h,
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e

: raining
aft&®Mmissing the
nal shot. ,

Residents share tools
to repair a storm- g
damaged g o &

gl playground "'|

What does this remind you of?




THIS REMINDS ME — CARDS B
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A character returns
a valuable object no
one saw them find.

What does this remind you of?

The poem repeats
the sound of rain
against atinro

already knows one

3 f‘

Leila joins a club
where everyone

another.

An author reveals
the ending first, then
explains what

happened.

What does this remind you of?

A community votes
about protecting an
old row of trees.




SURFACE OR DEEP? — PAGE 1

Name: Date:
-
A surface connection notices a similarity. A deep connection
uses a text detail and explains how the connection builds meaning.
s
4
@ The character owns a red backpack.
| own a red backpack too. SURFACE
Why?
\

The character stays silent during an
unfair decision. This reminds me of a

SURFACE DEEP
.
-
The town shares water during a shortage.
This connects to water restrictions and SURFACE DEEP
helps me understand why cooperation
matters.
Why?
\




SURFACE OR DEEP? — PAGE 1

Name: ANSWERS Date:
4 h
A surface connection notices a similarity. A deep connection
uses a text detail and explains how the connection builds meaning.
s y,
4 N

The character owns a red backpack.
| own a red backpack too.

®

Why? __ Only an obvious object similarity.

Z SURFACE

\.

The character stays silent during an
unfair decision. This reminds me of a

DEEP

The town shares water during a shortage.
This connects to water restrictions and
helps me understand why cooperation
matters.

SURFACE

Why? __ It links a text detail to cooperation and meaning.
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SURFACE OR DEEP? — PAGE 2

Name: Date:

When the school garden dried out, Arun arrived early each
morning with two bottles of saved rainwater. He did not tell
anyone. By Friday, new green shoots had appeared beside
the fence.

RESPONSE A: | have used a water bottle before.

RESPONSE B: Arun's quiet effort reminds me
help without seeking praise. This helps me in
more about the garden than recogrigion.

1. Which response igaglee &2

2. Und&ine the text detail that supports it.

3. Improve Response A so it becomes a deep connection.




SURFACE OR DEEP? — PAGE 2

Name: ANSWERS Date:

When the school garden dried out, Arun arrived early each
morning with two bottles of saved rainwater. He did not tell
anyone. By Friday, new green shoots had appeared beside
the fence.

RESPONSE A: | have used a water bottle before.

RESPONSE B: Arun's quiet effort reminds rge
help without seeking praise. This helps me in
more about the garden than recogrigan.

1. Which responsegagicep
Response

2. Und&ine the text detail that supports it.

3. Improve Response A so it becomes a deep connection.
I once helped a shared project without being asked, so I

understand that Arun’s private action shows responsibility

rather than a wish for praise.




THREE WAYS TO CONNECT — PAGE 1

Name: Date:

( )
Jada paused outside the debate room. She knew her evidence was
strong, but the thought of speaking first made her hands tremble. She
took one slow breath and opened the door.
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‘gl . TEXT TO SELF — This reminds me of...

TEXT DETAIL:

\.
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—~[— T — This'is similar to...
‘__j:—\ ,_J’— AIL:
N

TEXT TO WORLD — This connects to...

TEXT DETAIL:

N2




THREE WAYS TO CONNECT — PAGE 1
Name: ANSWERS Date:

p
Jada paused outside the debate room. She knew her evidence was
strong, but the thought of speaking first made her hands tremble. She
took one slow breath and opened the door.

!

r <Y~ TEXT TO SELF — This reminds me of..
& TEXT DETAIL: __her hands tremble
This reminds me of speaking while n&@ous.dger s
breath shows courage can happenfe disggpears.

.

1

— This is similar to...

TEXT TO WORLD — This connects to...

TEXT DETAIL: __her evidence was strong

Thi nn i ing evidence,

showing that preparation can support confidence.




THREE WAYS TO CONNECT — PAGE 2 |
Name: Date: ﬁ

Some neighbourhoods plant tiny forests on unused land. Many
native species are placed close together so they grow quickly, cool
nearby streets and provide shelter for insects and birds.

Choose two different connection lenses. Complete both responses.

s =
SELF TEXT WORLD
Text detail:
My connection:
How this helps me understand: \
. D,
r R

LD

How this helps me understand:

Which lens gave you the stronger connection, and why?




Name: ANSWERS Date:

Some neighbourhoods plant tiny forests on unused land. Many
native species are placed close together so they grow quickly, cool
nearby streets and provide shelter for insects and birds.

Choose two different connection lenses. Complete both responses.

-
setF [V TEXT WORLD
Text detail: __native species are placed close together \
My connection: Aqlﬁk ‘
N\

How this helps me understand:

BQ NO na DIABTING RDURA an efosystem

.

LD

— v
p
A
Prcartreets

SE.cF @ |

N
My co@ction: _This connects to urban greening proj

How this helps me understand:

It shows that tiny forests support people as well as wildlife.

Which lens gave you the stronger connection, and why?

_a_real solution for heat and habitat




CONNECT AND REFLECT — PAGE 1

Date:

THE STATION CLOCK

The platform waits beneath the rain,
its painted signs worn thin.
A clock still holds the quarter past

when last a train rolled in.
My grandfather names every stop
as if the tracks still gleam.
| hear the town he used to know
inside his quiet dream.
Now bicycles pass where

2. Which line triggered your connection?

3. Is your connection self, text or world? Explain.

..........



CONNECT AND REFLECT — PAGE 1

Name: ANSWERS Date:

THE STATION CLOCK w oo

The platform waits beneath the rain,
its painted signs worn thin.
A clock still holds the quarter past
when last a train rolled in.
My grandfather names every stop
as if the tracks still gleam.
| hear the town he used to know
inside his quiet dream.,
Now bicycles pass where

1. What memory g

It reming

2. Which line triggered your connection?

| hear the town he used to know.

3. Is your connection self, text or world? Explain.
TEXT TO SELF — Listening to family stories helps me understand why
the station holds memories for the speaker.

—LEARNING—



Name: Date:

CONNECT AND REFLECT — PAGE 2

SELF TEXT

This reminds me of... This is similar to...

J

7

Which connection adds the most meaning to the poem? Use one precise line from the
poem in your explanation.




CONNECT AND REFLECT — PAGE 2

Name: ANSWERS

SELF

This reminds me of...

Family stories about a place
that has changed.

Date:

TEXT

This is similar to...

Another poem where a setting
preserves memory.

old transport sites.

Which connection adds the most meaning to the poem? Use one precise line from the

poem in your explanation.

The world connection adds the most meaning. ‘Now bicycles
pass where engines sang’ shows that a place can change its

use while keeping its history.




CONNECTION EVIDENCE LAB — PAGE 1

Name: Date:

7

Niko found the injured magpie beside the oval. He wanted to lift it

immediately, but remembered a wildlife carer’s advice: keep a safe
distance, lower the noise and call an adult. He waved the lunchtime
crowd away and asked the office for help.

3 0 1. TEXT DETAIL — Copy the detail that triggered your connection.

—_— r

.

2. CONNECTIQ t to? Label SELF, TEXT or WORLD.

s

( specific detalil relevant connection explains meaning




Name: ANSWERS Date:

CONNECTION EVIDENCE LAB — PAGE 1

r~—

Niko found the injured magpie beside the oval. He wanted to lift it

immediately, but remembered a wildlife carer’s advice: keep a safe
distance, lower the noise and call an adult. He waved the lunchtime
crowd away and asked the office for help.

L=

;’ ) 1. TEXT DETAIL — Copy the detail that triggered your connection.

»
remembered a wildlife carer’s advice: keerag sa

distance, lower the noise and call a t

\

ss and getting trained help.

3. MEANING — How does the connection improve your understanding of Niko’s choice?

It shows that Niko acts responsibly instead of
impulsively and protects the bird.

N\

J

\/ specific detail \/ relevant connection \/ explains meaning ]




CONNECTION EVIDENCE LAB - PAGE 2

Name: Date:

NS
A. EXCERPT: The council installed shade sails and drinking
fountains after summer temperatures made the playground
unsafe at lunchtime.

Connection type:
Text detail:
My connection:
How it helps:
= \
. n th

e fina ter, Mei returns the key to the
ce blamed] even though the truth may cost

ip.

Con

Text de

My connection:

How it helps:

Which response is more useful for understanding its text? Explain.




CONNECTION EVIDENCE LAB - PAGE 2

Name: ANSWERS Date:

=
A. EXCERPT: The council installed shade sails and drinking
fountains after summer temperatures made the playground
unsafe at lunchtime.

Connection type: _ WORLD

Text detail: installed shade sails and drinking fountains

My connection: _ Communities are adapting public space

How it helps: It explains the cause and the gou

Con

Text de returns the key... even though the truth may cost her a friendship

My connection: _ Stories often test honesty against loyalty.

How it helps: It reveals that Mei values truth despite the risk.

Which response is more useful for understanding its text? Explain.
Either may be more useful when supported. The Mei response

reveals character, while the playground response clarifies cause

and effect.




INDEPENDENT READING CONNECTION LOG

Name: Date: —NA LS
Ele=
Text title: e
Author:
4 N\
1 Page or section:
Text detail:
Connection type: SELF / TEXT / WORLD
My connection:
How it helped me understand:
N\ J
(- B
2 Page or section:
Text detail:
Connection type: SELF / TEXT
My connection:
J
)
Connection type: SELF / TEXT / WORLD
My connection:
How it helped me understand:
A3 J

My strongest connection was number ___ because...

—LEARNING—



Name: Date:

CONNECTIONS IN CONTEXT — ASSESSMENT PAGE 1

Read the text carefully. You will answer questions on the next page.

BRINGING BELLBIRD CREEK BACK

For years, Bellbird Creek ran behind a row of warehouses. After heavy
rain, food wrappers and plastic bottles collected against the reeds. Most
people crossed the footbridge without looking down.

A Year 5 class began testing the creek water as part of a scien
Their results showed that the water was cloudier after

several street drains emptied nearby.

Instead of organising one clean-up day,
Local shop owners placed rE

planted native grasse
reminding peo

r the@ysiest paths. Families
he council added drain labels

—LEARNING—



Q CONNECTIONS IN CONTEXT —
ASSESSMENT PAGE 2

Use ‘Bringing Bellbird Creek Back’ to answer.

Name: Date:

1. Which detail shows that the class investigated before acting?
2. Make a text-to-self connection to one action in the passage.
3. Make a text-to-world connection to qqe

our cortnections helps you understand the passage’s message.

5. Is this response surface or deep: ‘| have walked across a bridge too’? Explain.

6. Write one question your connection makes you wonder about.

O O




@ CONNECTIONS IN CONTEXT — Q

ASSESSMENT PAGE 2

Use ‘Bringing Bellbird Creek Back’ to answer.

Name: ANSWERS Date:

1. Which detail shows that the class investigated before acting?

They tested the water and mapped where litter entered the creek.

2. Make a text-to-self connection to one action in the passage.

Answers vary; for example, helping with a long-term class prefact.

shared action can repair a place.

ections helps you understand the passage’s message.

5. Is this response surface or deep: ‘I have walked across a bridge too’? Explain.

Surface — it notices only a bridge similarity and does not explain meaning.

6. Write one question your connection makes you wonder about.

How long might the creek take to fully recover?

O




Name:

CONNECTIONS IN CONTEXT — ASSESSMENT PAGE 3

Date:

When the new seedlings arrived, Priya reached for the tallest one.
Then she noticed Eli standing at the edge of the group,

still holding an empty pot.

Priya passed him the tallest seedling and chose a smaller

plant for herself.

‘We will see which one surprises us,” she said.

THE FIRST SEEDLING

—
.

Make one text-to-self or text-to-text connection. Label the type.

2. Copy the text detail that trigger

Ex] w bur ¢

ection helps you infer something about Priya.

4. Write a second connection using a different lens.
Which connection is deeper, and why?

\S
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CONNECTIONS IN CONTEXT — ASSESSMENT PAGE 3

Name: ANSWERS Date:

-

THE FIRST SEEDLING

When the new seedlings arrived, Priya reached for the tallest one.
Then she noticed Eli standing at the edge of the group,

still holding an empty pot.

Priya passed him the tallest seedling and chose a smaller

plant for herself.

‘We will see which one surprises us,” she said.

Make one text-to-self or text-to-text connection. Label th

e type.
TEXT TO SELF — This reminds me of including som who was le

Copy the text detail that trigger

rﬂn\
eedu i

Priya passed him the talle

Write a second connection using a different lens.
Which connection is deeper, and why?

TEXT TO TEXT — This connects to stories where a character ——

chooses fairness. The first connection is deeper because it

uses Priya’s precise action to explain her values.

\S
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What does connecting mear

Connecting is a comprehension strategy. ‘ ‘

grains how that link

A reader links o pred led @ the

mokes t cle




Your brain brings a backpc

Your prior knowledge can include: ‘
- experiences and feelings
- books, films and o

— y wondering

| ofily when it supports understanding.

\
\




Text-to-self

NS, fed@Ags or chadces. ‘ ‘

TEXT TO SELF links the text to your own exp

INg similar?

the character or idea?



Text-to-self model

MRrea g the tegi list. ‘ ‘

Text detail: “Leah hovered outside the trial r



Text-to-text

TEXT TO TEXT links the current text to anothegst@, PO®, article film. ‘ ‘
Compare:
- characte




Text-to-text model

LS toWrotect alaetiond ‘ ‘

entogltory WkeLs

Text detail: A young character organises nej

M en collect evidence

med persistence can influence a community.



Text-to-world

LlSSURA knoWedge oLagmm Q ‘

TEXT TO WORLD links the text to real events,




Text-to-world model

ketogmom the taavn to ! ‘

oug

Text detail: “Each household collected only

Connection: This rel urin

rstand that fai S protect a limited resource and require



Surface or deep?

N

connects to reuse

L

messo@mabout valuing resources.”



Build a strong connection

1. TEXT DETAIL — What exact word, sentencegr nt treoered thadink?

rid k le @IS LG

epen understanding?



Useful sentence stems

N\ 2

SELF: This reminds me of ...
TEXT: This is similar to...
WORLD: This conne




Which connection helps mo

odUmR0d seenda fm‘ ‘

was offered. It helps me see that

Excerpt: “Ravi returned the wallet, even tho

A. |l once lost a walle

NO e



Connection detective

“The microphone squealed. Hana steadied

rstonding of Hana.



Try all three lenses
\

QCV i, slow simrmwoE @R d shone

“Native grasses planted beside

Insects.”

Try two |enags

lon
ectl



When a connection distracts

\
\| \
'. waer c\age

Check your connection:




Reader reflection
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Question | - True or False

A useful connection helps o reaq ‘ ore deead. ‘ ‘




Answer |

TRUE
A useful connection li ecis t detoplto pridEkKNOVERC e
builds megiaing.

YA

pexplains how the link




Question 2 - Multiple Choice

\
\

emberegahow | Bmnoch

Read: “Nina waited outside the new school affic

twisted on her first day last year?

e



Answer 2

jon t per\ex leng

A. TEXT TO SELF

The reader links the




Question 3 - Short Answer

In your own words, what is a text-to-text c e‘ ‘ ‘




Answer 3

A text-to-text connection links the current text t@RNot\& story. _a@em, o l! im er

text.

It may ¢ cters, idgas, th tructures.

ec ttings




Question 4 - Multiple Choice

An article about coral bleaching reminds a
temperatures.
2t e?

\

reportsgbou Q oce




Answer 4y

:g..‘i;;;lluej!..ikuh Knouglrge.

C. TEXT TO WORLD

The reader links the Qi o



Question 5 - True or False

Every similarity o reader notceq onnectiag. ‘ ‘




Answer S

\
FALSE ‘ ‘

AdeepconneCtore detoifind exXfiins Wy tkaglPMection matters.




Question 6 - Multiple Choice
\

Excerpt: “Kai returned the library book, althgug epifgl it woulddaave Nis
Which response is d ;
A. | OWN RGBS,

where honesty costs something; it reveals his values.

\




Answer 6

C.
It naomes the choice It t eanirgmful POTN ORI exe
Kal.

N

Pwhat it reveals about




Question 7 - Short Answer

he Vilole grous
ol Ye[gfs, (I

“Tara’s voice shook, but she presented her idga

\
AN

B it helps.

e the Xt




Answer 7

Sample: Tara’s shaking voice reminds me of g W

ore

e nervQidd. It heé ‘ un nad

that courage can mean acting ris

Redson

SWERRAVOry.




Question 8 - Multiple Choice

to WiNt IMhe commanity ¢ !‘ ‘

tco roti O

“Neighbours shared tools and voted on wh




Answer 8

A. neighbours shared tools and voted ‘ ‘
ning @d worlmg toWRthe

That precise detaé




Question 9 - True or False
\

A strong connection explains hovvthequ S or deeaens ul ! indi




Answer 9

TRUE ‘ ‘
Wthouttheexpa@eon surfeie siga J.




Question 10 - Short Answer
“The class reduced waste after learning thoLgtrég litteBoin entedaater ! ‘
A reader connects thi al cle aign t

ELF, TEXT or
WOIQLD'?:H

hé@onna




Answer |0

TEXT TO WORLD
The reader links thewﬂﬂo d retecs

N

ohmental knowledge.
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