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Comprehension Strategy: 
Connecting
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What does connecting mean?

Connecting is a comprehension strategy.

A reader links a precise text detail to useful prior knowledge, then explains how that link 

makes the text clearer, richer or more memorable.
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Your brain brings a backpack

Your prior knowledge can include:

• experiences and feelings

• books, films and other texts

• facts, news and observations

• questions you are already wondering

A connection is useful only when it supports understanding.PREVIEW



Text-to-self

TEXT TO SELF links the text to your own experiences, feelings or choices.

Ask:

• What does this remind me of?

• Have I felt or faced something similar?

• How does that help me understand the character or idea?
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Text-to-self model

Text detail: “Leah hovered outside the trial room, rereading the team list.”

Connection: This reminds me of waiting to try a new team.

Meaning: I can infer that Leah wants to join, but fear of not belonging is holding her back.

PREVIEW



Text-to-text

TEXT TO TEXT links the current text to another story, poem, article or film.

Compare:

• characters and choices

• themes and conflicts

• settings and structures

• ideas or evidencePREVIEW



Text-to-text model

Text detail: A young character organises neighbours to protect a wetland.

Connection: This is similar to another environmental story where children collect evidence 

before taking action.

Meaning: Both texts show that informed persistence can influence a community.
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Text-to-world

TEXT TO WORLD links the text to real events, issues, knowledge or communities.

Ask:

• What real situation is related?

• What facts or observations help?

• How does the link deepen the message?
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Text-to-world model

Text detail: “Each household collected only two buckets from the town tank.”

Connection: This relates to water restrictions during drought.

Meaning: It helps me understand that fair rules protect a limited resource and require 

cooperation.
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Surface or deep?

Surface: “The character has a bicycle. I have a bicycle.”

Deep: “The character repairs an old bicycle instead of replacing it. This connects to reuse 

projects and helps me understand the story’s message about valuing resources.”

Deep connections explain meaning.
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Build a strong connection

1. TEXT DETAIL — What exact word, sentence or event triggered the link?

2. CONNECTION — What experience, text or world knowledge is related?

3. MEANING — How does the link change or deepen understanding?
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Useful sentence stems

SELF: This reminds me of…

TEXT: This is similar to…

WORLD: This connects to…

EXPLAIN:

• This helps me understand…

• This suggests that…

• This changes my view because…PREVIEW



Which connection helps most?

Excerpt: “Ravi returned the wallet, even though nobody had seen him find it.”

A. I once lost a wallet.

B. This reminds me of choosing honesty when no reward was offered. It helps me see that 

Ravi’s decision reveals integrity.

Which is deeper? Why?PREVIEW



Connection detective

“The microphone squealed. Hana steadied her notes and began again.”

Try it:

1. Copy the text detail that triggers your connection.

2. Label the connection SELF, TEXT or WORLD.

3. Explain how it changes your understanding of Hana.
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Try all three lenses

“Native grasses planted beside city roads can cool the soil, slow stormwater and shelter 

insects.”

Try two lenses:

• one text-to-text connection

• one text-to-world connection

Which connection adds more meaning? Explain.PREVIEW



When a connection distracts

Check your connection:

• Is it linked to a precise detail?

• Is it relevant to the text’s main idea, character or message?

• Does it explain meaning?

• Can I support it?

If not, return to the text and choose a stronger link.PREVIEW



Reader reflection

Finish these stems:

My strongest connection today was…

The text detail that triggered it was…

It helped me understand…

A strong reader does more than notice a similarity—they explain why it matters.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Question 1 — True or False

A useful connection helps a reader understand the text more deeply.
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Answer 1

TRUE

A useful connection links a precise text detail to prior knowledge and explains how the link 

builds meaning.

PREVIEW



Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Read: “Nina waited outside the new school office and remembered how her stomach had 

twisted on her first day last year.”

Which connection type?

A. Text to self

B. Text to text

C. Text to world

D. No connectionPREVIEW



Answer 2

A. TEXT TO SELF

The reader links the character’s situation to a personal experience.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

In your own words, what is a text-to-text connection?

PREVIEW



Answer 3

A text-to-text connection links the current text to another story, poem, article, film or other 

text.

It may compare characters, ideas, themes, settings or structures.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

An article about coral bleaching reminds a reader of news reports about rising ocean 

temperatures.

Which connection type?

A. Text to self

B. Text to text

C. Text to world

D. Surface onlyPREVIEW



Answer 4

C. TEXT TO WORLD

The reader links the article to a real-world issue and related knowledge.
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Question 5 — True or False

Every similarity a reader notices is automatically a deep connection.
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Answer 5

FALSE

A deep connection uses a precise text detail and explains why the connection matters.
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Excerpt: “Kai returned the library book, although keeping it would have solved his problem.”

Which response is deepest?

A. I own books.

B. Libraries have shelves.

C. Kai’s choice reminds me of stories where honesty costs something; it reveals his values.

D. The book is interesting.PREVIEW



Answer 6

C.

It names the choice, connects it to a meaningful pattern and explains what it reveals about 

Kai.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

“Tara’s voice shook, but she presented her idea to the whole group.”

Make a text-to-self connection. Include the text detail and explain how it helps.
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Answer 7

Sample: Tara’s shaking voice reminds me of speaking while nervous. It helps me understand 

that courage can mean acting even when fear is still present.

Reasonable answers vary.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

“Neighbours shared tools and voted on what to plant in the community garden.”

Which detail best supports a connection about cooperation?

A. neighbours shared tools and voted

B. the garden had soil

C. plants grow outside

D. the sentence has twelve wordsPREVIEW



Answer 8

A. neighbours shared tools and voted

That precise detail shows people planning and working together.
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Question 9 — True or False

A strong connection explains how the connection changes or deepens understanding.
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Answer 9

TRUE

Without the explanation, the response may be only a surface similarity.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

“The class reduced waste after learning that street litter can enter waterways.”

A reader connects this to local clean-up campaigns. Is the connection SELF, TEXT or 

WORLD? Explain.
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Answer 10

TEXT TO WORLD

The reader links the text to a real community action and related environmental knowledge.
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Well Done!
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