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Comprehension: 
VisualisingPREVIEW
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Visualising makes a movie in your mind

When you visualise, you use the words you read to build a picture 

in your mind.

That picture helps the text make sense.
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Three ingredients

1. Text clues — the author’s words

2. What you already know

3. Your senses — see, hear, smell, taste and feel
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Start with the author’s words

Look for words that name colours, shapes, sizes, places, sounds and 

actions.

These details give your mental picture a strong starting point.
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Add what you already know

Your prior knowledge can fill in sensible details.

Keep every extra detail connected to the text.
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Readers can picture things differently

Two readers may imagine different colours, shapes or details.

Both pictures can make sense when they are supported by the words.
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Use your senses

What might you see?

What might you hear?

What might you smell, taste or feel?
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Let’s practise

1. Listen to the passage.

2. Build a picture in your mind.

3. Notice which words and senses help.

4. Be ready to explain your thinking.
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Picture this beach

The striped umbrella shook in the salty wind. White foam curled 

over the wet sand. A gull cried above the bright red bucket while 

cool water tickled Mia’s toes.
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Turn and talk

Which words gave you the clearest picture?

Which senses did you use?

What did you add from what you already know?
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Mental pictures can change

A new clue may not match your first idea.

Good readers pause, revise their picture and keep reading.
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Clue 1

I heard a soft rustle beside the track.

Sketch your first idea in the air with your finger.
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Clue 2

A round grey back appeared under the leaves.

Strong claws scratched the soil.

How will you revise your picture?
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Clue 3

A wombat with a square nose waddled into its burrow.

What changed from your first picture?
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Visualising reader checklist

✓ Use clues from the text.

✓ Add sensible prior knowledge.

✓ Imagine sights, sounds, smells, tastes and feelings.

✓ Revise when a new clue arrives.

✓ Explain what shaped your picture.PREVIEW



Well Done!
Visualise the next text you read.

PREVIEW
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Visualising Quiz
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Question 1

What does visualising mean?

A. Reading as quickly as possible

B. Building a picture in your mind

C. Copying every word

D. Guessing without cluesPREVIEW



Answer 1

B. Building a picture in your mind

Visualising helps the words become a mental picture.
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Question 2

True or false?

Text clues can help a reader form a mental picture.
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Answer 2

True.

The author’s words give us details to imagine.
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Question 3

Which three things support visualising?

A. Text clues, prior knowledge and senses

B. Speed, guessing and copying

C. Titles, page numbers and punctuation

D. Pictures onlyPREVIEW



Answer 3

A. Text clues, prior knowledge and senses

PREVIEW



Question 4

Name two senses that can add detail to a mental picture.
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Answer 4

Any two: see, hear, smell, taste or feel.
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Question 5

True or false?

Every reader must imagine exactly the same picture.
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Answer 5

False.

Readers may picture different details when their ideas still fit the 

text.
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Question 6

Which phrase gives the clearest visual clue?

A. It rained.

B. The day changed.

C. Silver raindrops sparkled on the leaves.

D. Something happened.PREVIEW



Answer 6

C. Silver raindrops sparkled on the leaves.
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Question 7

The gate creaked in the wind.

What might you hear?
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Answer 7

A slow squeak or creaking sound.
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Question 8

What should you do when a new clue does not match your first picture?

A. Ignore the clue

B. Stop reading

C. Revise your picture

D. Erase the textPREVIEW



Answer 8

C. Revise your picture.

Good readers change their mental picture when needed.
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Question 9

Warm bread and cinnamon filled the kitchen.

Name one smell or taste you might imagine.
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Answer 9

Warm bread or cinnamon.

Another sensible smell or taste also works.
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Question 10

Which response best explains visualising?

A. I copied the sentence.

B. I guessed without reading.

C. I used the words and what I know to picture the scene.

D. I looked only at the page number.PREVIEW



Answer 10

C. I used the words and what I know to picture the scene.
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Well Done!
You are a visualising reader!
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