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Comprehension - Summarising
Year 2
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What Is Summarising?

When we summarise, we retell the most important ideas.

We use our own words and keep it short.
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Why Summarise?

Summarising helps us understand what we read.

It also helps us share a text with someone else.
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A Strong Summary

A strong summary tells the main points.

It leaves out tiny details and personal opinions.
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Fiction Summaries

For stories, think about the beginning, middle and end.

Ask: What happened first, next and last?
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Use SWBST

Somebody: Who is it about?

Wanted: What did they want?

But: What went wrong?

So: What did they do?

Then: How did it end?
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SWBST Example

Mia wanted to fly her kite high.

But it got stuck in a tree.

So Sam helped rescue it.

Then Mia flew it lower.
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Turn The Plan Into Words

Mia wanted to fly her kite high, but it got stuck in a tree.

Sam helped her get it back, so she flew it lower.
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Non-fiction Summaries

For information texts, find the topic.

Then find the main idea and a few key facts.
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Find The Main Idea

Ask: What does the author want me to know?

Look at the title, pictures, repeated words and topic sentences.
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Non-fiction Example

Topic: earthworms

Main idea: earthworms help soil.

Key facts: tunnels let in air and water; nutrients help plants grow.

PR
EV
IEW



Say It In Your Own Words

Do not copy the whole text.

Retell the important idea in a shorter, clearer way.
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Summary Check

Is it short?

Does it tell the main idea?

Did I use my own words?

Did I leave out opinions?
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Your Turn

Read the text.

Choose a summary tool.

Plan the important parts.

Write a short summary.
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Well Done!
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Comprehension - Summarising
Quiz

Year 2
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Question 1

A summary is...

A. a short retelling of the important ideas

B. every word from the text

C. only your opinion

D. a guess about tomorrow
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Answer 1

A. a short retelling of the important ideas
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Question 2

True or false?

A good summary should include lots of tiny details.
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Answer 2

False.

A summary leaves out tiny details.
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Question 3

What does SWBST stand for?
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Answer 3

Somebody, Wanted, But, So, Then.
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Question 4
Luca wanted to bake muffins, but there were no eggs.

What is the problem?

A. Luca wanted muffins

B. There were no eggs

C. The muffins were hot

D. Luca had a plate
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Answer 4

B. There were no eggs
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Question 5

Name one thing to look for when summarising a non-fiction text.
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Answer 5

Sample answers:

topic, main idea, key facts, title or repeated words.
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Question 6

True or false?

A non-fiction summary can include the topic, main idea and key facts.
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Answer 6

True.
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Question 7

Which is the best summary?

A. Ava's class cleaned the beach and recycled rubbish.

B. Ava wore blue shoes.

C. I love the beach.

D. The sign was brown.
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Answer 7

A. Ava's class cleaned the beach and recycled rubbish.
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Question 8

What should you usually leave out of a summary?
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Answer 8

Tiny details, copied sentences and personal opinions.
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Question 9

Which tool is helpful for a story summary?

A. SWBST

B. A shopping list

C. A weather chart

D. A number line
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Answer 9

A. SWBST
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Question 10

True or false?

A good summary uses your own words.
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Answer 10

True.

Use your own words to tell the important ideas.
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Well Done!
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