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Comprehension:
Questioning
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Be a Question Detective

Good readers ask questions.

They wonder before, during and after reading.

Questions help us notice clues and understand ideas.
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Questions Make Reading Stronger

They help us:

• connect ideas

• check what makes sense

• find important information

• think beyond the words
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Six Powerful Question Words

WHO • WHAT • WHEN

WHERE • WHY • HOW

Start with one of these words to build a clear question.
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Before Reading

Look at the title, pictures and headings.

Ask: What might this be about?

Ask: What do I already know?

Ask: What do I want to find out?
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Try It Before Reading

Title: The Tiny Seed’s Journey

Picture: a seed beside a sprout

What could happen next?

Which question word will you use?
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During Reading

Pause when something changes.

Ask: What is happening now?

Ask: Why did the character do that?

Ask: Does this part make sense?
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Try It During Reading

Mia heard a rustle behind the shed.

She held her breath and looked around.

What question are you asking now?

Which word or clue made you wonder?
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After Reading

Think about the whole text.

Ask: What was the main idea?

Ask: How did the problem change?

Ask: What do I still wonder?
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Try It After Reading

The tiny seed survived wind and rain.

At last, it opened into a yellow flower.

What did the seed need to grow?

How did your thinking change?
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Thin Questions

The answer is stated in the text.

They often begin with who, what, when or where.

Example: Where did the koala sleep?
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Thick Questions

The answer needs thinking and clues.

They often begin with why or how.

Example: Why did the koala choose that tree?
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Thin or Thick?

THIN: What did the boy pack?

THICK: Why was the map important?

Both are useful.

Strong readers choose the type that matches their purpose.
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Find It • Think It • Say It

1. FIND a clue in the words or picture.

2. THINK about what the clue means.

3. SAY your answer in a full sentence.
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When the Text Does Not Say

Text: Ava put on boots and opened her umbrella.

Question: What was the weather like?

Clues: boots + umbrella

Answer: It was probably raining.
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Fiction Practice: The Lost Kite

The kite slipped from Omar’s hand.

It sailed over the fence and caught in a gum tree.

Ask one thin question.

Ask one thick question.
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Non-fiction Practice: Busy Bees

Bees carry pollen from flower to flower.

This helps many plants make fruit and seeds.

Ask one question the text answers.

Ask one question that needs more research.
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Make This Question Stronger

Weak: Is the story good?

Stronger: Why did the ending surprise you?

Choose a question word.

Ask about an important idea.

Make sure another reader can answer.
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My Questioning Checklist

I ask before, during and after.

I use who, what, when, where, why or how.

I use clues when the answer is not stated.

I explain my thinking clearly.
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Well Done!
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Comprehension:
Questioning Quiz
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Question 1

Which question word asks about a person?

A. Why

B. Who

C. When

D. How
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Answer 1

B. Who

Who asks about a person or people.
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Question 2

True or false?

Good readers only ask questions after reading.
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Answer 2

False.

Good readers ask questions before, during and after reading.
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Question 3

A book is titled A Night at the Reef.

Write one question you could ask before reading.
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Answer 3

Example: What animals might be active at the reef at night?

Other clear before - reading questions are also correct.

PREVIEW



Question 4

Luca packed a hat and a water bottle.

Which is a thin question?

A. Why was Luca excited?

B. What did Luca pack?

C. How would you feel?

D. What might happen next?PREVIEW



Answer 4

B. What did Luca pack?

The answer is stated directly in the sentence.
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Question 5

True or false?

Thick questions need clues and thinking.
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Answer 5

True.

A thick question asks the reader to connect clues and explain an idea.
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Question 6

The path was muddy and Sara’s shoes were wet.

What was the weather probably like?

Explain which clue helped you.
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Answer 6

It had probably rained.

The muddy path and wet shoes are clues that rain had fallen.
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Question 7

Which question is best asked after reading?

A. What might happen?

B. What is happening now?

C. What was the main idea?

D. Who is in the story?
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Answer 7

C. What was the main idea?

After reading, we think about the whole text.
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Question 8

True or false?

If an answer is not stated, readers should guess without using clues.
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Answer 8

False.

Readers use clues from the text or picture and what they already know.
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Question 9

Make this question stronger.

Was the story good?
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Answer 9

Example: Why did the ending surprise you?

A strong question uses a clear question word and asks about an important idea.
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Question 10

Which order helps us answer using clues?

A. Think • Find • Say

B. Find • Think • Say

C. Say • Think • Find

D. Say • Find • Think
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Answer 10

B. Find • Think • Say

Find a clue, think about its meaning, then say the answer clearly.
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Well Done!
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