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Comprehension - Inferencing
Year 3
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What Is Inferencing?

Inferencing means working out ideas the author does not say directly.

Good readers read between the lines.
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Use The Formula

Text clues + what I know + evidence = inference.

Each part helps your thinking make sense.
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Text Clues

Look for words, actions, dialogue, feelings, setting details and changes.

Small clues can reveal big meanings.
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Prior Knowledge

Prior knowledge is what you already know from life, learning and other texts.

It helps you connect clues to meaning.
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Evidence Matters

Evidence is the clue that proves your inference.

Strong answers explain which clue helped you.
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Infer Character Feelings

Ask: What did the character say or do?

What feeling matches those clues?
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Infer Author Suggestions

Authors often hint at ideas instead of stating them.

Ask: What is the author suggesting?
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Infer Mood

Mood is the feeling a setting creates for the reader.

Words like silent, bright, crowded or stormy can be clues.
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Check Your Inference

Ask: Does my inference match the clues?

Could another answer also make sense?
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Example Clues

The sports field was empty.

Ben held his muddy shoe and stared at the dark clouds.

What can you infer?
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Example Inference

Ben's game or training may be cancelled.

Evidence: the empty field, muddy shoe and dark clouds.
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Explain With Because

Use a sentence frame:

I infer ____ because the text says ____.
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Your Turn

Read carefully.

Find the clues.

Use what you know.

Explain your inference with evidence.
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Well Done!
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Comprehension - Inferencing
Quiz

Year 3
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Question 1

What is an inference?

A. copying every word

B. working out an idea using clues

C. reading only the title

D. asking someone else

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 1

B. working out an idea using clues
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Question 2

True or false?

Authors always explain every idea directly.
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Answer 2

False.

Authors often leave ideas for readers to infer.
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Question 3

Name two things readers use to make an inference.
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Answer 3

Sample answer:

text clues and prior knowledge.
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Question 4
A character slams a door and speaks in a sharp voice.

What feeling might you infer?

A. angry

B. sleepy

C. hungry

D. calm
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Answer 4

A. angry
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Question 5

Why is evidence important when we infer?
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Answer 5

Evidence supports and explains our thinking.
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Question 6

True or false?

Two readers can make different inferences if both use evidence.
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Answer 6

True.

More than one inference can make sense when evidence supports it.
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Question 7
The room was dark, silent and full of creaking sounds.

What mood is suggested?

A. cheerful

B. tense

C. silly

D. calm
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Answer 7

B. tense
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Question 8

What sentence starter helps explain an inference?
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Answer 8

Sample answer:

I infer this because...
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Question 9

Which is the strongest text clue?

A. I think it is raining.

B. The umbrella dripped by the door.

C. The page has five lines.

D. My friend said so.
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Answer 9

B. The umbrella dripped by the door.
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Question 10

True or false?

A strong inference should match the clues in the text.
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Answer 10

True.

A strong inference matches the clues.
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Well Done!
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