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Learning Goal

We are learning to use clues and what we already know to make sensible inferences.

I can:

• find useful clues

• connect clues with what I know

• explain my thinking with evidence

PREVIEW



What Is an Inference?

An inference is a sensible idea that the author or picture does not tell us directly.

Good readers look for clues, connect them with what they already know, then 

explain the inference.
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Clues + What I Know

CLUES + WHAT I KNOW = MY INFERENCE

Clues come from words, pictures, actions and details.

What I know comes from my experiences and knowledge.

The inference must fit both.
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Find Useful Clues

Ask:

• What did the character say or do?

• What objects or details are shown?

• What changed?

• Which words give me evidence?

Choose clues that matter to the question.
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Use What You Know

Think about what usually happens in similar situations.

Use only knowledge that connects to the clue. A wild guess is not an 

inference.
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Infer Feelings

Actions and body language can reveal feelings.

Ella's hands shook before she stepped onto the stage.

I infer Ella felt nervous because her hands shook.
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Infer the Setting

Wet towels, goggles and the smell of chlorine are clues.

I infer the children are at a swimming pool because those details belong at a 

pool.
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Infer a Cause

The plant pot is broken. Soil covers the floor. The cat is hiding.

I infer the cat knocked over the pot because the evidence fits that cause.
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Infer What Happens Next

Dark clouds gather. A family folds its picnic blanket.

I infer the family will move inside because rain is likely.
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The Forgotten Hat

Ravi reached the gate, stopped and touched his bare head. He looked back at the 

hook beside the classroom door.

What did Ravi forget?

Which clues support your inference?
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The Muddy Paw Prints

Muddy paw prints cross the kitchen floor. The back door is open. Buster's paws 

are wet.

What probably happened?

What do the clues show?
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The Quiet Classroom

The blinds are closed. Students hide cards behind their backs. Everyone whispers 

when the teacher approaches.

What are the students preparing?

Explain your inference.
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Explain Your Thinking

Use a complete sentence:

I infer __________ because __________.

Name the inference first. Then name the strongest clue.
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Check Your Inference

A strong inference:

• answers the question

• fits every important clue

• connects to relevant knowledge

• can be explained with evidence

If a clue does not fit, revise your idea.
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Well Done!
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Quiz
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Question 1

True or false?

An inference combines clues with what you already know.
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Answer 1

Answer: True

A sensible inference connects evidence with relevant knowledge.
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Question 2

Why is the child carrying an umbrella and wearing gumboots?

A. They are going swimming.

B. It is raining.

C. It is a birthday.

D. They lost their shoes.
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Answer 2

Answer: B — It is raining.

The umbrella and gumboots are useful clues.
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Question 3

Short answer

Mila yawned and rested her head on the desk.

Name one clue that suggests she is tired.
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Answer 3

Answer

Mila yawned, or she rested her head on the desk. Either clue supports the inference 

that she is tired.
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Question 4

Kai grinned and held up a trophy. How does Kai probably feel?

A. worried

B. proud

C. bored

D. confused
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Answer 4

Answer: B — proud

His grin and trophy support the inference.
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Question 5

True or false?

A strong inference must fit the important clues.
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Answer 5

Answer: True

If an idea does not fit the evidence, revise it.
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Question 6

Short answer

Wet towels and goggles are beside the door.

Where have the children probably been? Name the clue.
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Answer 6

Answer

They have probably been swimming or at a pool. The wet towels and goggles are the 

clues.
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Question 7

The plant pot is broken, soil covers the floor and the cat is hiding. What probably happened?

A. The cat knocked over the pot.

B. The plant grew quickly.

C. Someone baked a cake.

D. The room was cleaned.

PREVIEW



Answer 7

Answer: A

The cat probably knocked over the pot because the broken pot, soil and hiding cat fit 

that cause.
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Question 8

Short answer

Dark clouds gather as Dad folds the picnic blanket.

What will probably happen next? Explain.
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Answer 8

Answer

The family will probably move inside because the dark clouds suggest rain.
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Question 9

The dog scratches at the door while holding its lead. What is the strongest inference?

A. It wants a walk.

B. It wants food.

C. It is asleep.

D. It is afraid of a bath.
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Answer 9

Answer: A — It wants a walk.

The door and lead are the strongest clues.

PREVIEW



Question 10

True or false?

Two different inferences can both be reasonable when each one is supported by evidence.
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Answer 10

Answer: True

A reader must explain how the clues support the inference.
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Well Done!
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