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Learning Goal

I can connect two complete ideas in one sentence.

Success criteria:

• I can spot two independent clauses.

• I can choose and, but, or or so.

• I can place a comma before the conjunction.
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Simple Sentences

A simple sentence shares one complete idea.

The kookaburra laughed.

Ask: Does this idea make sense on its own?

Yes—so it is a complete sentence.
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Independent Clauses

An independent clause is a group of words that makes sense on its own.

The rain stopped.

We went outside.

Each clause has a subject and a verb.
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Compound Sentences

A compound sentence joins two or more independent clauses.

The rain stopped, so we went outside.

Each side can stand alone as a complete sentence.
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The Formula

complete idea + comma + conjunction + complete idea

The bell rang, and the class lined up.

The comma sits before the conjunction.
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and — Adds

Use and to add a related idea.

Mia drew the map, and Noah coloured it.

Both ideas happen together or belong together.
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but — Contrasts

Use but when the second idea is different or surprising.

I wore my raincoat, but the day stayed dry.

The two ideas contrast.
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or — Gives a Choice

Use or to show a choice.

We can read a book, or we can play a game.

The reader chooses between two options.
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so — Shows a Result

Use so when the second idea happens because of the first.

The path was muddy, so we wore our boots.

First: cause. Second: result.
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Comma Check

Put a comma after the first complete idea and before the conjunction.

Correct: The wind blew, and the leaves danced.

Check both sides: Can each idea stand alone?
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Choose the Best Conjunction

Complete the sentence:

The library was quiet, ___ we whispered.

and   but   or   so

Best answer: so

The quiet library caused us to whisper.
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Find Both Complete Ideas

Dad cooked dinner, and I set the table.

First idea: Dad cooked dinner.

Second idea: I set the table.

Conjunction: and

Comma: before and
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Review and Challenge

Remember:

1. Write two complete ideas.

2. Choose and, but, or or so.

3. Add a comma before the conjunction.

Challenge: Write a compound sentence about your classroom.
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Well Done!
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Compound 
Sentences Quiz
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Question 1: True or False

A compound sentence joins two complete ideas.

True or false?
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Answer 1

True

A compound sentence connects two independent clauses.
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Question 2: Multiple Choice

Which sentence is compound?

A. The dog barked.

B. The dog barked, and the baby woke.

C. Barking loudly.

D. The noisy dog.
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Answer 2

B. The dog barked, and the baby woke.

Both sides are complete ideas.
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Question 3: Short Answer

Write the best conjunction.

The path was muddy, ___ we wore our boots.

and   but   or   so

PREVIEW



Answer 3

so

The muddy path caused us to wear our boots.
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Question 4: Multiple Choice

Which word is the conjunction?

I packed my lunch, but I forgot my water bottle.

A. packed

B. lunch

C. but

D. forgot
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Answer 4

C. but

The conjunction joins the two complete ideas.
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Question 5: True or False

Put the comma after the conjunction in a compound sentence.

True or false?

PREVIEW



Answer 5

False

Put the comma before the conjunction.
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Question 6: Multiple Choice

Which conjunction shows a choice?

A. and

B. but

C. or

D. so
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Answer 6

C. or

The conjunction or gives a choice.
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Question 7: Short Answer

Add the missing comma.

The rain stopped and the children went outside.
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Answer 7

The rain stopped, and the children went outside.

The comma comes before and.
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Question 8: Multiple Choice

Which group is a complete independent clause?

A. because the rain

B. the shiny red kite

C. We finished our work.

D. and played outside
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Answer 8

C. We finished our work.

It makes sense on its own.
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Question 9: True or False

The conjunction but shows a contrast.

True or false?
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Answer 9

True

The conjunction but links different or contrasting ideas.
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Question 10: Short Answer

Join these ideas with a compound sentence.

The bell rang. The class lined up.

Use and.
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Answer 10

The bell rang, and the class lined up.

Both ideas can stand alone.
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Well Done!
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