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COMPLEX SENTENCE TOOLKIT

A complex sentence contains one independent
clause and at least one dependent clause.

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE [ DEPENDENT CLAUSE

Makes complete
sense on its own.

\.

CONDITION: if, unless

CONCESSION: although, even though, while

( DEPENDENT CLAUSE | (' INDEPENDENT CLAUSE |
1 1

(
Although the clouds gathered , the hikers continued along the track.

[o Use a comma after an opening dependent clause. ]
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CLAUSE CONNECTIONS

Independent Clause Cards

Cut out the cards. Match each card with a dependent clause to build a logical complex sentence.

---------------------------------------------

L T | I .
= ‘-‘—%9 | |
The school | The team : :
garden ‘| continued | f
¥ flourished. | training. i i
[Q\\ """"" """ "y :
ST : | 5
The hikers ' :
changed :
‘| direction. began. ?
28 ot
o N e
| 2R = F| :
| (Eoeses) =la |
. e T I\ |
| We will visit Th;zt;er(‘i(l)ltngs | Jordanreread |
| the beach. SuPvivE ‘| the instructions. |
1 \_ o J |
(o= CIIVI | ot
L e
Trgfnl;?;:ay The class The dog waited |-
: open. cheered. by the gate. |
e e e Sukindi
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Dependent Clause Cards
Cut out the cards. Match each card with an independent clause to build a logical complex sentence.
Cu, il
| because the | after she
| students watered | although the ecked the
i it regularly | oval was muddy recast
E\ \_ ) T j
when the track da.fter t:'e nd
| became unsafe s
i their seats
’ —af —~—————— Ny | P — N
' 18| &
ﬁ ! !
if the weather unless the | until the steps
stays calm | heatwave ends | were clear
—————— N e .
— QD """"" % —— ___________ N 5
32 || B3| (@
A0 ATENH Y i 5
while the | becausethe | o i
community | final point was | until its owner |
meeting | bt | returned §
_ continued | L |
e Sukindi
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w SENTENCE STRATEGY CHALLENGE
Task Cards

[ vy

i

|

|

|

|

! Underline the dependent clause:

| When the bell rang, the hall emptied.
|

Join with because:
The path was slippery. We walked slowly.

i
i Complete with when or although:
|
|

__the power returned,
the lights flickered.

|

|

|

|

| Add the comma:
i Although the test was dif
i

Turn this fragment into
a complete sentence:
Because the bus was late.

Which clause can stand alone?
While the kettle boiled,
| prepared the cups.

Join with although: Select if or before:
The task was challenging. ___you revise carefully,
Sam finished it. s you will feel prepared. )

CHOOSE

After the match ended,
the crowd applauded.

|
} Move the opening clause to the end:
|

How does although change :
the relationship between ideas?
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CLAUSE DETECTIVE

Worksheet 1 ¢ Page 1

Name: Date:

@ Underline the independent clause. Box the dependent clause. Circle the
V4 subordinating conjunction.

1. Because the wind strengthened, the sailing lesson ended ea

2. The audience grew quiet when the lights dim

3. Unless the batteries are charged, the ¢
4. Although the track was stegyff Priyg maintdined a steady pace.
5. We waited near th til the museum opened.

6. While the so mered, Dad prepared the salad.

7. If the forecast improves, the class will plant the seedlings tomorrow.

8. The puppy hid beneath the chair because the thunder was loud.

\/

’ CHALLENGE
f. Rewrite sentence 4 with the independent clause first. Punctuate it correctly.
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CLAUSE DETECTIVE

ANSWERS

Worksheet 1 ¢ Page 1

Date:

subordinating conjunction.

[ Underline the independent clause. Box the dependent clause. Circle the
y

J

1 the wind strengthened,| the sailing lesson ended ea

2. The audience grew quiet the lights di

ﬂ

3: the batteries are charged,| the NI ot work.

4. (Although)| the track was ste

5 maintained a steady pace.

4

the museum opened.

6. m the sou mered, | Dad prepared the salad.

1. @ the forecast improves,

8. The puppy hid beneath the chair the thunder was loud.

the class will plant the seedlings tomorrow.

\/

/ CHALLENGE
/. Rewrite sentence 4 with the independent clause first. Punctuate it correctly.

Priya maintained a steady pace although the track was steep.
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Worksheet 1 « Page 2

Name: Date:

Read the paragraph, then complete the tasks.

( R

When the final bell rang, our school garden team gathered beside the

greenhouse. We carried tools carefully because the pagh was wet.

Although the sky looked grey, everyone remaine

seedlings would grow well if we planted the

. Underline each independent clause.
Box each dependent clause. \

Circle the four subordinating conjun

©O0w>

Label the relationship in each s son, concession or condition.

Relationship

EXPLAIN

How does the opening dependent clause affect the emphasis of sentence 1?

Sukindi
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CLAUSE DETECTIVE
p

Worksheet 1 - Page 2

ANSWERS Date:

Read the paragraph, then complete the tasks.

7

hhe final bell rang,| our school garden team gathered beside the

greenhouse. We carried tools carefully the p
Although) the sky looked grey| everyone remained

was wet.

The seedlings would grow well@|if we plante
.

A. Underline each independent clause.

B. Box each dependent clause.

C. Circle the four subordinating conjugc

D. Label the relationship in each gffitengg time, reason, concession or condition.

Sent Relationship
1 time
2 reason
3 concession
4 condition

EXPLAIN

How does the opening dependent clause affect the emphasis of sentence 17

It foregrounds when the gathering happened, so the timing is emphasised

before the main action.
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CONNECT IDEAS WITH MEANING

Worksheet 2 « Page 1

Name: Date:

complete each sentence. Write the relationship: time,

N~ Choose a subordinating conjunction from the box to —g
@ reason, condition or concession. =1

\ J
r ™
WORD BANK
although < because ¢ before e« if ¢ since « unles until e« when
. J

1. the alarm sounded, everyone left the
Relationship:

2. The match continued the rain Jec eavi
Relationship:

3. We will launch the model the Wind rémains light.
Relationship:

4. Talia checked the measur ts she cut the timber.
Relationship:

5. The audiencegmgit the stage crew finished.
Relation

6. the iMructions were clear, the group began quickly.
Relationship:

7. The seedlings will dry out we water them.
Relationship:

8. The paths were closed the creek had flooded.
Relationship:

a8 R

CHALLENGE

Explain how sentence 2 shows concession.

\Zr

\ 4
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CONNECT IDEAS WITH MEANING

Worksheet 2 « Page 1
Name: ANSWERS Date:

complete each sentence. Write the relationship: time,

S~ Choose a subordinating conjunction from the box to —
@ reason, condition or concession. =

J
( N
WORD BANK
although ¢ because ¢ before e« if ¢ since  unles until « when
\ S

1. _When the alarm sounded, everyone left the
Relationship: _time.

2. The match continued although the @in e ier.
Relationship: _concession. \

3. We will launch the model
Relationship: _condition.

ind remains light.

6. Because th®jgstructions were clear, the group began quickly.
Relationship: _reason.

7. The seedlings will dry out unless we water them.
Relationship: _condition.

8. The paths were closed _since the creek had flooded.
Relationship: _reason.

CHALLENGE

Explain how sentence 2 shows concession.
The rain grew heavier, but the match still continued—

an unexpected contrast.
R )
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¢ GONNECT IDEAS WITH MEANING

Worksheet 2 « Page 2

Name: Date:
Combine each pair into one complex sentence. Use the conjunction
shown. Then label the relationship.

1. The library was crowded. We found a quiet table. (although)
Answer:

Relationship:

2. The drone landed. Its battery became low. (when)

Answer:
Relationship:
3. Wear protective glasses. You begin the N. efore)
Answer:
Relationship:

4. The seedlings will thrive

eYgteivegfhough light. (if)

Answer:

Relationship:

5. We stayed be Q

Answer:

shelter. The hail stopped. (until)

Relationship:

6. Noah revised his design. The first model failed. (because)
Answer:

Relationship:

REORDER FOR EFFECT

Choose one sentence. Rewrite it with the clauses reversed and punctuate it correctly.
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¢ GONNECT IDEAS WITH MEANING

Worksheet 2 ¢ Page 2
Name: ANSWERS Date:

[ Combine each pair into one complex sentence. Use the conjunction ]

shown. Then label the relationship.

1. The library was crowded. We found a quiet table. (although)
Answer: _Although the library was crowded, we foyand aquiet table.
Relationship: _concession

2. The drone landed. Its battery became low. (when)

Answer: _The drone landed when its b
Relationship: _time

3. Wear protective glasses. You begin the N. efore)
Answer: Before you begin the eringnt, wear protective glasses.

Relationship: time

4. The seedlings will thrive

Answer: The seeqdfhgs i ive if they receive enough light.
Relationship: _G8

5. We stayed bé @

Answer: We stawmd beside the shelter until the hail stopped.
Relationship: _time

shelter. The hail stopped. (until)

6. Noah revised his design. The first model failed. (because)

Answer: Noah revised his design because the first model failed.
Relationship: __reason

REORDER FOR EFFECT

Choose one sentence. Rewrite it with the clauses reversed and punctuate it correctly.

We found a quiet table although the library was crowded.

Sukind
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TRANSFORM AND REORDER

Worksheet 3 « Page 1
Name: Date:

2 Y

Rewrite each pair as one complex sentence
: e O-~» -»O
using the conjunction shown. Preserve the

original meaning. N, A

\. J

1. The river rose. The walking track closed. (because)

Answer:

Answer:

2. Ava practised every afternoon. The perfﬂfelt allenging. (although)

3. The class will use the out®Qgr gfflirt. The surface is dry. (if)

Answer:

4. The volunt ed th&books. The library opened. (before)

Answer:

5. The lights switched on. The sun set. (when)

Answer:

6. The cyclists waited. The traffic cleared. (until)
Answer:

[—_1‘7 CHECK ]

Underline the independent clause in each answer.
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TRANSFORM AND REORDER

Worksheet 3 » Page 1
Name:  ANSWERS Date:

( R

Rewrite each pair as one complex sentence O" i O
using the conjunction shown. Preserve the

original meaning. \_/‘

1. The river rose. The walking track closed. (because)

\

Answer: The walking track closed because th

2. Ava practised every afternoon. The p

Answer: Although the performa

3. The class will use th he surface is dry. (if)

Answer: The cla

e outdoor court if the surface is dry.

4. The volunteers¥grted the books. The library opened. (before)

Answer: Before the library opened, the volunteers sorted the books.

5. The lights switched on. The sun set. (when)

Answer: The lights switched on when the sun set.

6. The cyclists waited. The traffic cleared. (until)
Answer: The cyclists waited until the traffic cleared.

[z CHECK ]

Underline the independent clause in each answer.
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Name: Date:

TRANSFORM AND REORDER

Worksheet 3 « Page 2

F:> Move the dependent clause to the other position.
Qﬁ Add or remove the comma as needed.

1. Because the tide was rising, the group moved higher up thegeach.

Rewrite:

2. The orchestra tuned quietly while the audiencgfntered’

Rewrite:

3. Unless the instructions change, we will fOgow th® original plan.

Rewrite:

4. The hikers rested re d the lookout.

Rewrite:

5. Although the
Rewrite:

attempt failed, the team kept testing.

6. The lights will remain off until the presentation begins.

Rewrite:
REFLECT
Sentence What is emphasised first?
1
5
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Name: AN SWE RS Date:

TRANSFORM AND REORDER

Worksheet 3 * Page 2

ﬁ::> Move the dependent clause to the other position.
Cj Add or remove the comma as needed.

1. Because the tide was rising, the group moved higher up th

Rewrite: The group moved higher up the beach bec

4. The hikers rested
Rewrite:

5. Although the firs@attempt failed, the team kept testing.
Rewrite: The team kept testing although the first attempt failed.

6. The lights will remain off until the presentation begins.
Rewrite: Until the presentation begins, the lights will remain off.

REFLECT
Sentence What is emphasised first?
1 The rising tide (reason)
5 The failed first attempt (concession)
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COMPLEX SENTENGE CRAFT

Worksheet 4

Name: Date:

Craft a complex sentence for each purpose.
Use a precise conjunction and punctuate it correctly.

_‘@’_ A. REASON

Explain why the community garden succeeded. Use beca@ge or since.

B. TIME
Describe two actions at the sports \ se n, while or after.

_‘@'_ C. CONDITION

Write a safety rule. USifgft unl

D. S|

Sho xpected result. Use although or even though.

Rewrite it as one complex sentence that shows concession.
Choose a purposeful clause order.

IMPROVE IT
Weak version: The storm was loud. We continued rehearsing.

—( SELF-CHECK
| [] one independent clause [] one dependent clause
[ ] precise conjunction [] correct comma
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COMPLEX SENTENGE GRAFT

Worksheet 4
Name: ANSWE RS Date:

Craft a complex sentence for each purpose.
Use a precise conjunction and punctuate it correctly.

_‘Q’_ A. REASON

Explain why the community garden succeeded. Use bec

e or since.

o
~-

A. The community garden succeeded because volu a watering roster.

n, while or after.

B. TIME
Describe two actions at the sport CK

B. While runners completeg the Rglay,®pectators cheered.

S ru S.

@ C. CONDITION
2 Write a safety r

C. Wear safet you handle chemicals.

@ how amguexpected result. Use although or even though.

D. Although the forecast predicted sun, heavy rain fell.

IMPROVE IT
Weak version: The storm was loud. We continued rehearsing.

Rewrite it as one complex sentence that shows concession.
Choose a purposeful clause order.

Although the storm was loud, we continiued rehearsing.

7 SELF-CHECK
I [V] one independent clause [vV] one dependent clause
M

precise conjunction [V] correct comma

Sukindi
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EDIT FOR VARIETY AND EFFECT

Worksheet 5

Name: Date:

N
Read the draft. Diagnose the problems,
then rewrite it as a controlled paragraph.
DRAFT

We arrived at the science centre. The door regnot open.
Because the bus was early. We waited n

heentince,
the rain began. The guide welcomed yg. We fotlgved her inside.

Circle the sentence fragment
Underline the run-on sent
Repair both errors.

es into a complex sentence.
at least three sentence types

ST o0 D e

REVISED FARA’.RAPH

EDITOR'S CHECK

[] no fragments (] no run-ons

[] varied sentence types [ ] purposeful conjunctions
[ ] correct commas
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EDIT FOR VARIETY AND EFFECT

Worksheet 5
Name: ANSWERS Date:

Read the draft. Diagnose the problems,
then rewrite it as a controlled paragraph.

We arrived at the science centre. The door requot open.
@ause the bus was early.) fragment
We waited near the entrance, the raj

run-on

The guide welcomed us. We follo

Circle the sentence frag
Underline the run-on
Repair both errors
«@ her sefitences into a complex sentence.
ang=raph using at least three sentence types

G o0 19, (e

REVISED PAR. GRAPH
Because the bus was early, we arrived at the science

centre before the doors opened. We waited near the

entrance until the rain began. When the guide welcomed

us, we followed her inside.

EDITOR’S CHECK

[V no fragments [¥] no run-ons
[V varied sentence types [V] purposeful conjunctions

[V] correct commas
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= COMPLEX SENTENEE.MASTEREQ

Assessment ¢ Page 1

Name: Date: Score: /15

PART A - CLASSIFY

Circle Simple, Compound or Complex for each sentence.

1. The telescope stood beside the window. [ ompound  Complex

2. The clouds cleared, so we began observing. ound  Complex

3. When darkness settled, the first stars appeared. gnple ¥YCompound  Complex

4. Mila recorded the data and checked the diagr \ gfple  Compound  Complex
L

5. Although the wind increased, the teles eady. Simple  Compound  Complex

PART B « ANALYSE
For each sentence, under dent clause, box the dependent clause,
circle the conjuncti n e the relationship.

6. Because the e nt required precision, the team checked the measurements twice.

Relationship:

7. The equipment remained dry although the rain reached the shelter.

Relationship:

PART C - EXPLAIN

8. Why is sentence 4 simple rather than compound?

Sukindi
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°= GOMPLEX SENTENGE MASTERE@

Assessment ¢ Page 1
Name: _ANSWERS Date: Score: 15 /1 15

PART A - CLASSIFY

Circle Simple, Compound or Complex for each sentence.

1. The telescope stood beside the window. ompound

2. The clouds cleared, so we began observing.

3. When darkness settled, the first stars appeared. gnple "~ Compound
4. Mila recorded the data and checked the diagra \

5. Although the wind increased, the telescgpe ToMeg ady. Simple  Compound

Complex

Compound  Complex

PART B » ANALYSE

For each sentence, under dent clause, box the dependent clause,
circle the conjuncti n e the relationship.

6. thee

Relationship: __red®on

7. The equipment remained drythe rain reached the shelter.

Relationship: _concession

nt required precision| the team checked the measurements twice.

PART C « EXPLAIN

8. Why is sentence 4 simple rather than compound?

—It-has-one-independent-clause-with-a-compound-predicate:-Mila-both——
recorded and checked. It does not contain two independent clauses.

Sukindi
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COMPLEX SENTENCE MASTERY

Assessment ¢ Page 2

Name: Date: Score: /15
PART D « CONSTRUCT AND EDIT
9. Combine using although:
The route was difficult. The team finished on time.
Answer:
10. Combine using because:
Mara redesigned the bracket. It slipped during testing.
Answer:
11. Move the dependent clause to the beginning:
The class will begin testing after the technici reuit
Answer:
12. Rewrite with correct punctuatj
If the alarm sounds we wil
Answer:
PARTE « APP
13. Writea [ tence explanation of how a team should plan a school sustainability expo.

® Inclut ast two complex sentences.

® Underline each dependent clause.
* Vary the position of the dependent clauses.
® Use accurate punctuation.

7 Al
lifferent relationships: time, reason, condition or concession. /@

FINAL CHECK
[] varied sentence types [] precise conjunctions W
[C] purposeful clause order [] correct punctuation

Sukindi
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GOMPLEX SENTENGE MASTERY ,/”

Assessment ¢ Page 2

Name: ANSWERS Date: Score: _15/15

PART D « CONSTRUCT AND EDIT

9. Combine using although:
The route was difficult. The team finished on time.

Answer: Although the route was difficult, the team finished on time.

10. Combine using because:
Mara redesigned the bracket. It slipped during testing.

11. Move the dependent clause to the beginnin
The class will begin testing after the techgici

Answer: After the technician check'@the

12. Rewrite with correct punct

If the alarm sounds we mediately.
If the al

Answer:

Underline each dependent clause.
® Vary the position of the dependent clauses.
® Use accurate punctuation.

: : /-\.J
Show two different relationships: time, reason, condition or concession. @
L

Before the expo begins, the team should set a clear purpose and timetable.

Members can divide roles because the work includes displays, demonstrations and promotion.

The team should test each exhibit if it uses power or moving parts.

Although plans may change, everyone should record decisions and check progress.

On the final day, the team can welcome visitors and explain how each idea supports sustainability.

FINAL CHECK
[Z varied sentence types M precise conjunctions W
M purposeful clause order M correct punctuation

Sukindi
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Learning focus

Learning intention

Understand how indep t and diencd&t clOWAes CQ4 Ideas with

precise relatio

r meoning
- COWAtruct and reorder complex sentences

- edit Traogments, run-ons and punctuation




S with o cCRamR| letter

Ask: 1S | . ppened? Does the idea feel complete?




Clauses are the buildingsiekd \

A clause is o group of words that coai SulRaTid o verlo
The scientist recorded t ult.
Subject: the s¢

Verb;

louse or several connected clauses.




\

An independent clause expresses a ' Jn be a sent

e by
itself.
The final bell r



‘ \
b, b ges not expl o

A dependent clause has o subject arf o

complete idea alone.
when the fina

becos




Simple sentences

A simple sentence contains one indefenowAt clc

e di

I, hos

Mila recorded the dato

This is still si

G

mpYund predicate. The word

ond t ntence compound.




Compound sentence

\

ot equal iIm{S@@once.

jun€tions include for, and,




Complex sentences

\

ent with at le® e

A complex sentence connects one inf&pe
dependent clause.
When darkne ppea

Depesas

:




Subordinating conjuncti O} ]

prse and signy

de
ideas relote.

Reason: beca



Reason relationship

Reason tells why something happen

ek h

hs we

floowmed.

clos®l.




Time relationships

Time shows when actions happen oo

d thesalod

ng egontinue.

While the soup simmered:

We waited ne useusopered.

conj S: . until




Condition relationshig

Condition shows what must happen thel g O OCCur.

e se@llino




Concession relationshi I \

Concession signals an unexpected c@tr ‘

Although the track was.s , Priyo BointC@ed O@iteoo P.

The difficulty on expeS@tion Mut theWdepenadent clause gives a
It.

@

\




asik \
\

We waited ne
The e




Comma after an opening S \
‘ A

Use o comma after a dependent clo@e tI\t opt omplex se e.

When the lights dimmed, uie

A comma is u Nt clause comes first.

The

“hle

e ' s dimmed.




Relative clauses add prs

\

A relative clause adds information afut en begins Vg who,

which or thaot.

The telescope dow aired steady.

Relod use escribe and clarify participants.




e \lendt graionship.

The first model failed. N ' desi
st mo® fail®d.

The son explicit.




Edit fragments and run-q

Fraogment: Because the bus was earl

Repair: Because the bu wo i T\l outEle.
Run-on: We wgi nc@the rambeg®mn.

til the rain began.




\

phasis.
d we @ther®0 our bags.
llowed her inside.

m and cohesion.




Guided check

1. Identify the independent and depdidergaciau

opeWRMOIRJ Steg

ne le MmN,

Immediately.
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Question | - True or Falsg \

‘ \
A complex sentence contains at leasEbNEEmd e OWRa clouse on&@® least
one dependent clause.
True or Fase’?e




Answer |

\
\

dent clause

True.

I0e@AThe dg

The independent claus mpl

€SSesS a
NNO

adds informati co nd Bone in t c®ntext.






Answer 2

Independent

Relati




Question 3 - Short ans

Identify the independent clause, depfhd g clo s suloordi )
conjunction.

Although the g 0s steep, maoltained@Astedy pace.
@67




Answer 3

Conjunction:

Relati




Question U - Multiple ch |’ e

The paths were closed
A. although

B. b
Q




Answer u

B. becaouse

The paths were closed hee@aise the cieek @ flooged.
y

The depende e explai poth'@were*Closed.




When the final bell ran

True or False?



Answer S \

\

Qﬂ(\c Imo_sgg@rates it from the

True.
The dependent clause

Independent







Answer 6

\

on and joins

B. The rain stopped, and the sun ap

Both clauses are indepen ,
them as equa€

r

COORRNOLNE coni







Answer 7

1\

tt
ed

When the alarm sounded, everyone

The opening d%

O mlg.

o *
0 COMRMO.




Question 8 - Multiple choige

\
\

O the beginNgmy?
ed.

INg.
team kept testing.

t te




Answer 8

t ke 0. ‘
ith o'\ gmm nefoLg Independent

B. Although the first attempt failed, t

The opening dependen
clause.




roin began.




Answer 9

ne@the
pent@t C

‘ \
Because the bus was early, we wait e until the began.

This revision completes oves the run-

Q

ening Se O34




B. Although t
C. If the




Answer 10

\

gty and the

fin

st

B. Although the route was difficult,

Although signals an unexy@gted con
successful res€

ed ORI
ee e
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