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Learning focus

Learning intention

Understand how independent and dependent clauses connect ideas with 

precise relationships.

Success criteria

• identify clause types

• choose a conjunction for meaning

• construct and reorder complex sentences

• edit fragments, run - ons and punctuationPREVIEW



A sentence expresses a complete idea

A sentence communicates a complete thought. It begins with a capital letter 

and ends with suitable punctuation.

Example: The koala slept in the gum tree.

Ask: Who or what is involved? What happened? Does the idea feel complete?
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Clauses are the building blocks

A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb.

The scientist recorded the result.

Subject: the scientist

Verb: recorded

A sentence may contain one clause or several connected clauses.
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Independent clauses can stand alone

An independent clause expresses a complete idea. It can be a sentence by 

itself.

The final bell rang.

Our school garden team gathered.

Each example has a subject, a verb and a complete meaning.
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Dependent clauses need support

A dependent clause has a subject and a verb, but it does not express a 

complete idea alone.

when the final bell rang

because the path was wet

although the sky looked grey

It must connect to an independent clause.
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Simple sentences

A simple sentence contains one independent clause.

Mila recorded the data and checked the diagram.

This is still simple: the one subject, Mila, has a compound predicate. The word 

and does not automatically make a sentence compound.
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Compound sentences

A compound sentence joins two independent clauses of equal importance.

The clouds cleared, and we began observing.

Both parts could stand alone. Coordinating conjunctions include for, and, 

nor, but, or, yet and so.
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Complex sentences

A complex sentence connects one independent clause with at least one 

dependent clause.

When darkness settled, the first stars appeared.

Dependent: When darkness settled

Independent: the first stars appeared
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Subordinating conjunctions

A subordinating conjunction begins a dependent clause and signals how 

ideas relate.

Reason: because, since, as

Time: when, while, before, after, until

Condition: if, unless

Concession: although, even though, while
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Reason relationships

Reason tells why something happens.

The paths were closed because the creek had flooded.

Because the creek had flooded, the paths were closed.

Conjunctions: because, since, as
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Time relationships

Time shows when actions happen or how long they continue.

While the soup simmered, Dad prepared the salad.

We waited near the entrance until the museum opened.

Conjunctions: when, while, before, after, until
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Condition relationships

Condition shows what must happen for another result to occur.

If the forecast improves, the class will plant the seedlings.

The seedlings will dry out unless we water them.

Conjunctions: if, unless
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Concession relationships

Concession signals an unexpected contrast.

Although the track was steep, Priya maintained a steady pace.

The difficulty creates an expectation, but the independent clause gives a 

different result.
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Clause order changes emphasis

Because the bus was early, we waited near the entrance.

The reason is foregrounded.

We waited near the entrance because the bus was early.

The main action is foregrounded.

The relationship stays the same, but the emphasis changes.
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Comma after an opening clause

Use a comma after a dependent clause that opens a complex sentence.

When the lights dimmed, the audience grew quiet.

A comma is usually not needed when the independent clause comes first.

The audience grew quiet when the lights dimmed.
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Relative clauses add precision

A relative clause adds information about a noun. It often begins with who, 

which or that.

The telescope that stood beside the window remained steady.

Relative clauses help writers identify, describe and clarify participants.
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Combine without changing meaning

Choose a conjunction that preserves the intended relationship.

The first model failed. Noah revised his design.

Noah revised his design because the first model failed.

The conjunction because makes the reason explicit.
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Edit fragments and run-ons

Fragment: Because the bus was early.

Repair: Because the bus was early, we waited outside.

Run- on: We waited near the entrance, the rain began.

Repair: We waited near the entrance until the rain began.
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Vary sentence structures

Writers combine sentence types to control pace and emphasis.

Simple: The guide arrived.

Compound: She unlocked the doors, and we gathered our bags.

Complex: When she welcomed us, we followed her inside.

Variety supports clarity, rhythm and cohesion.
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Guided check

1. Identify the independent and dependent clauses:

Although the wind increased, the telescope remained steady.

2. Combine: The alarm sounded. Everyone left calmly.

3. Edit: If the alarm sounds we will leave immediately.

Explain the relationship and punctuation choice each time.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Complex Sentences 
Quiz
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Question 1 • True or False

A complex sentence contains at least one independent clause and at least 

one dependent clause.

True or False?
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Answer 1

True.

The independent clause expresses a complete idea. The dependent clause 

adds information and cannot stand alone in that context.
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Question 2 • Multiple choice

Which sentence is complex?

A. The wind howled, and the branches swayed.

B. When the lights dimmed, the audience grew quiet.

C. The audience grew quiet.

D. Dim lights and a quiet audience.
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Answer 2

B. When the lights dimmed, the audience grew quiet.

Dependent clause: When the lights dimmed

Independent clause: the audience grew quiet

Relationship: time
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Question 3 • Short answer

Identify the independent clause, dependent clause and subordinating 

conjunction.

Although the trail was steep, Mia maintained a steady pace.

What relationship is expressed?
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Answer 3

Dependent clause: Although the trail was steep

Independent clause: Mia maintained a steady pace

Conjunction: although

Relationship: concession
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Question 4 • Multiple choice

Choose the conjunction that signals reason.

The paths were closed _____ the creek had flooded.

A. although

B. because

C. if

D. when
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Answer 4

B. because

The paths were closed because the creek had flooded.

The dependent clause explains why the paths were closed.
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Question 5 • True or False

A comma is required after an opening dependent clause.

When the final bell rang, the students packed their bags.

True or False?
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Answer 5

True.

The dependent clause opens the sentence, so a comma separates it from the 

independent clause.
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Question 6 • Multiple choice

Which sentence is compound?

A. Because the rain stopped, we continued.

B. The rain stopped, and the sun appeared.

C. Although it was cold, we continued.

D. The bright sun and clear sky.
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Answer 6

B. The rain stopped, and the sun appeared.

Both clauses are independent, and the coordinating conjunction and joins 

them as equals.
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Question 7 • Short answer

Combine these ideas with when.

The alarm sounded. Everyone left the building calmly.

Write one correctly punctuated complex sentence.
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Answer 7

When the alarm sounded, everyone left the building calmly.

The opening dependent clause is followed by a comma.
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Question 8 • Multiple choice

Which rewrite correctly moves the dependent clause to the beginning?

The team kept testing although the first attempt failed.

A. Although the first attempt failed the team kept testing.

B. Although the first attempt failed, the team kept testing.

C. The team, kept testing although the first attempt failed.

D. Although, the first attempt failed the team kept testing.
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Answer 8

B. Although the first attempt failed, the team kept testing.

The opening dependent clause ends with a comma before the independent 

clause.
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Question 9 • Short answer

Repair the fragment and run - on.

Because the bus was early. We waited near the entrance, the rain began.

Write one or two correct sentences.
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Answer 9

Because the bus was early, we waited near the entrance until the rain began.

This revision completes the opening dependent clause and removes the run -

on.
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Question 10 • Multiple choice

Which sentence best expresses concession?

A. Because the route was difficult, we slowed down.

B. Although the route was difficult, we finished on time.

C. If the route is difficult, we will slow down.

D. When the route became difficult, we slowed down.
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Answer 10

B. Although the route was difficult, we finished on time.

Although signals an unexpected contrast between the difficulty and the 

successful result.
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Well Done!
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