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Complex Sentences
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Learning Focus

• Recognise main and subordinate clauses.

• Choose subordinating conjunctions for precise meaning.

• Order and punctuate clauses accurately.

• Craft and edit clear complex sentences.
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Sentence Refresher

SIMPLE: One main clause — The crowd cheered.

COMPOUND: Two equal main clauses — The crowd cheered, and the 

band bowed.

COMPLEX: A main clause plus a subordinate clause — The crowd 

cheered when the band finished.
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What Makes a Complex Sentence?

A complex sentence links one main clause with at least one 

subordinate clause.

The main clause carries the complete idea.

The subordinate clause adds time, cause, condition, contrast or place.

A subordinating conjunction shows the relationship.
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Main Clauses

A main clause expresses a complete thought.

It contains a subject and a finite verb.

The volunteers arranged the chairs.

Quick check: Can the clause stand alone and still make sense?
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Subordinate Clauses

A subordinate clause adds information but cannot stand alone.

It often begins with a subordinating conjunction.

because the storm moved closer

Quick check: Does the clause leave the reader waiting for the main 

idea?
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Conjunction Meanings

TIME — after, before, when, while

CAUSE — because, since, as

CONDITION — if, unless

CONTRAST — although, even though, whereas

PLACE — where, wherever
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Clause Order and Commas

Main clause first: The class moved indoors because the wind 

strengthened.

A joining comma is usually not needed in this order.

Subordinate clause first: Because the wind strengthened, the class 

moved indoors.

Place a comma after an opening subordinate clause.
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Guided Practice: Main Clauses

Find the main clause in each sentence.

1. The lanterns glowed after the sun disappeared.

2. Although the puzzle looked difficult, the team solved it quickly.

3. We will leave the gate open if the delivery arrives soon.

4. The audience waited where the guide had asked them to stand.
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Main Clause Answers

1. The lanterns glowed

2. the team solved it quickly

3. We will leave the gate open

4. The audience waited

Each answer can stand alone as a complete idea.
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Guided Practice: Subordinate Clauses

Find the subordinate clause in each sentence.

1. Our class recorded the rainfall while the storm passed.

2. Because the lift was closed, we used the stairs.

3. The cyclists will stop if the track becomes slippery.

4. A crowd gathered wherever the musicians performed.
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Subordinate Clause Answers

1. while the storm passed

2. Because the lift was closed

3. if the track becomes slippery

4. wherever the musicians performed

Each clause adds meaning but cannot stand alone.
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Choose the Conjunction

Choose the conjunction that creates the clearest relationship.

1. ___ the timer sounded, the group changed stations.

2. The plants survived ___ volunteers watered them daily.

3. We will continue outside ___ the wind becomes unsafe.

4. ___ the model was small, it showed every feature.
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Conjunction Answers

1. When — time

2. because — cause

3. unless — condition

4. Although — contrast

A precise conjunction makes the relationship easy to follow.
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Combine the Clauses

Combine each pair into one clear complex sentence.

1. the lanterns switched on | darkness reached the oval

2. our team checked the map | we left the shelter

3. the robots completed the task | the battery ran low

4. bring the equipment inside | rain begins
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Possible Combined Sentences

1. The lanterns switched on when darkness reached the oval.

2. Our team checked the map before we left the shelter.

3. The robots completed the task although the battery ran low.

4. Bring the equipment inside if rain begins.
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Reorder and Punctuate

Place the subordinate clause first, then add the comma.

1. The students took notes while the ranger explained the habitat.

2. The exhibition will open if every display is ready.

3. We used torches because the storeroom was dark.

4. The class remained cheerful although the bus was late.
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Reordered Answers

1. While the ranger explained the habitat, the students took notes.

2. If every display is ready, the exhibition will open.

3. Because the storeroom was dark, we used torches.

4. Although the bus was late, the class remained cheerful.
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Independent Craft

Create one complex sentence for each prompt.

• A school garden: show a cause relationship.

• A wet-weather lunch: show a contrast relationship.

• A team challenge: show a condition relationship.

Vary clause order and check whether a comma is needed.
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Complex Sentence Review

• A main clause can stand alone.

• A subordinate clause adds meaning but cannot stand alone.

• A subordinating conjunction shows the relationship.

• Clause order can change emphasis.

• An opening subordinate clause is followed by a comma.
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Well Done!
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Complex Sentences Quiz
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Question 1

TRUE OR FALSE

A complex sentence contains a main clause and at least one 

subordinate clause.
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Answer 1

TRUE

The main clause carries the complete idea, and the subordinate clause 

adds extra meaning.
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Question 2

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which words form the main clause?

Although the oval was muddy, the class continued the game.

A. Although the oval was muddy

B. the class continued the game

C. the oval was muddy

D. Although the oval
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Answer 2

B. the class continued the game

This clause makes sense on its own.
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Question 3

SHORT ANSWER

Why can this word group not stand alone as a complete sentence?

because the bus arrived late
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Answer 3

It is a subordinate clause.

The conjunction because makes the reader wait for the main idea.
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Question 4

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the best conjunction for a cause relationship.

We moved indoors ___ the storm grew stronger.

A. although

B. because

C. unless

D. wherever
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Answer 4

B. because

Because explains why the group moved indoors.
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Question 5

TRUE OR FALSE

A comma is usually needed after a subordinate clause that begins a 

complex sentence.
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Answer 5

TRUE

The comma marks the boundary before the main clause begins.
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Question 6

SHORT ANSWER

Combine these clauses into one complex sentence.

The seedlings survived. | They were watered each morning.
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Answer 6

Suggested answer:

The seedlings survived because they were watered each morning.
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Question 7

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which words form the subordinate clause?

Mia checked the map before the group left the track.

A. Mia checked

B. Mia checked the map

C. before the group left the track

D. the group left
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Answer 7

C. before the group left the track

The clause adds time information and cannot stand alone.
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Question 8

TRUE OR FALSE

The conjunction although usually signals a contrast.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

TRUE

Although links ideas that differ or create an unexpected contrast.
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Question 9

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the correctly punctuated sentence.

A. When the bell rang the audience became quiet.

B. When the bell rang, the audience became quiet.

C. When, the bell rang the audience became quiet.

D. When the bell, rang the audience became quiet.
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Answer 9

B. When the bell rang, the audience became quiet.

The comma follows the opening subordinate clause.
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Question 10

SHORT ANSWER

Rewrite the sentence so the subordinate clause comes first.

We will start the experiment when everyone is ready.
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Answer 10

When everyone is ready, we will start the experiment.

The comma separates the opening subordinate clause from the main 

clause.
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Well Done!
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