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A complex sentence has one main clause
and at least one subordinate clause.
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Makes sense on its own.

the class returned
to the oval

N A

N MEANINGS \J
SUBORDINATE
[ CLAUSE ]
[MAIN CLAUSE

(K0, N — if; unless

SUBORDINATE
CONTMST — although, even though, whereas [ CLAUSE ]
PLACE — where, wherever

Because the rain eased, the class returned to the oval.

! The class returned to the oval because the rain eased.

2 ~ COMMA REMINDER

Subordinate clause first? Place a comma before the main clause.

Complex Sentences

[
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Worksheet 1: Clause Foundations

Page 1 of 2 Name:
A. Does it stand alone?
For each word group, tick Complete thought or Not complete.
Complete thought Not complete

1. The lantern glowed beside the path.

2. because the batteries were new

3. Our class planned a garden.

4. although the soil was dry

5. when the final bell rang

6. The volunteers carried the tools.

B. Complete the fQu

Add words to mak rte@comp ain clause.

1. The kg

2. My fav

3. The science team ...

4. A sudden breeze ...

A main clause makes sense on its own.
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Worksheet 1: Clause Foundations
Page 1 of 2

A. Does it stand alone?

For each word group, tick Complete thought or Not complete.

Name:  ANSWERS

B

Complete thought Not complete
1. The lantern glowed beside the path. v
2. because the batteries were new v
3. Our class planned a garden. v
4. although the soil was dry
5. when the final bell rang v

The volunteers carried the tools.

B. Complete the (Qu

ain clause.

won the class reading award.

3. The science team ...

recorded the results carefully.

4. A sudden breeze ...

swept across the playground.

A main clause makes sense on its own.
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Name:

Worksheet 1: Clause Foundations
Page 2 of 2

A. Find the clauses

Circle the conjunction. Underline the main clause once and the subordinate clause twice.
a 3
1. The seedlings stood upright after the morning rain ended.

.

2
z
4. When the bell rang, the gardenin @ tools.
.
S su tre

4 )
5. The herbs grew y d the garden bed.
=
(< B
6. Unle s damp, the new plants will need water.
& J

B. Explain the meaning [ ]‘G‘:"[ ]

Choose one sentence. Explain what extra meaning its subordinate clause adds.

A subordinate clause adds information but cannot stand alone.
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e ANSWERS B
Worksheet 1: Clause Foundations
Page 2 of 2
A. Find the clauses
Circle the conjunction. Underline the main clause once and the subordinate clause twice.
(" )
1. The seedlings stood uprightthe morning rain ended.
. J
' R
2.(Although) the path was narrow, volunteers moved the wheelbarrows cgrefully!
g J
4 3
3. We covered the composta strong wind was
g _J
4 N
4.®the bell rang, the gardenin packid awa\gks tools.
/
)
J
B
J
B. Explain the meaning [ }@{ ]
Choose one sentence. Explain what extra meaning its subordinate clause adds.
In sentence 3, the subordinate clause explains why the compost was covered.
A subordinate clause adds information but cannot stand alone.
9 Y,
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Name:

r
wm

Worksheet 2: Main or Subordinate? &M | L34

A. Classify each clause

Tick Main clause or Subordinate clause for each word group.

Main clause Subordinate clause

\Z

1. the drone hovered above the field

. while the students measured the distance

[l

. our team solved the final clue

. because the map was upside down

. unless the timer stops

L0000y
%D

. after the librarian opened the doors

. the cyclists checked their helmets

2
3
4
5
6. the audience cheered loudly
7
8
9

. although the path looked steep

10. a rainbow appeared above the Lé

11. wherever the trail bends

.

12

1. When th&@usic ended, ...

2. Although the recipe looked difficult, ...

3. Unless the weather improves, ...

A main clause can stand alone. A subordinate clause cannot. ]
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Name: AN SWE RS

Worksheet 2: Main or Subordinate? & | 434

A. Classify each clause

Tick Main clause or Subordinate clause for each word group.

Main clause Subordinate clause

1. the drone hovered above the field

while the students measured the distance

our team solved the final clue

HINIEIN
SN

. because the map was upside down

-

unless the timer stops

the audience cheered loudly

after the librarian opened the doors

. the cyclists checked their helmets

©| @ [ N|lo|oa|s|w|N

although the path looked steep

-—d
o

. arainbow appeared above the 4

11. wherever the trail bends

U OO

NIO|E

12. the robot followeg

arter with% main clause. Use a comma after the opening subordinate clause.

1. When thé@usic ended, ...
the hall b¥came quiet.

2. Although the recipe looked difficult, ...
our group followed each step.

3. Unless the weather improves, ...

A main clause can stand alone. A subordinate clause cannot.

Sukindi
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Worksheet 3: Subordinating Conjunctions

Page 1 of 2

A. Sort the word bank

Name:

Write each conjunction in the meaning group where it belongs.

7

\

after although because before if since unless when where while ]

Meaning

Conjunctions

TIME

CAUSE \ s s
CONDITION
CONTRAST

Condition

Contrast

Place

1. The mural dNg while the windows stayed open.

[]

2. Because the tide was rising, we left the rock pool.

3. We can begin if every team is ready.

4. Although the puzzle was difficult, Zara kept trying.

5. The guide stopped where the track divided.

b | IGL} S

Ask: What relationship does the conjunction show?

>
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Worksheet 3: Subordinating Conjunctions
Page 1 of 2

A. Sort the word bank

Name:

ANSWERS

Write each conjunction in the meaning group where it belongs.

7

after although because before if since unless when where while] A
Meaning Conjunctions
TIME after before when hile
CAUSE because since
CONDITION if unless
CONTRAST although
PLACE wher
B. Name the rel
Tick the
Time Cause Condition | Contrast Place

1. The mural

sl while the windows stayed open.

[

2. Because the tide was rising, we left the rock pool.

3. We can begin if every team is ready.

4. Although the puzzle was difficult, Zara kept trying.

K| O] O

5. The guide stopped where the track divided.

L [ s

Ask: What relationship does the conjunction show?

J
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Name:

Worksheet 3: Subordinating Conjunctions

Page 2 of 2

A. Choose for meaning P

Choose the best conjunction from the word bank. Use each word once. W Ve

although because before if unless when wherever while

1. Wear a hat the sun is strong.

2. the gates open, visitors will enter the wildlife park.

3. The team will practise outdoors it rains.

4. the model was small, it showed e

5. Check the measurements

6. | You may sit yo

the teacher agrees.

¥r partner checks the gauge.

1. Sentence nUmber:

2. Sentence number:

Choose a conjunction that makes the intended meaning clear.
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Name: ANSWERS

Worksheet 3: Subordinating Conjunctions

Page 2 of 2
A. Choose for meaning é@
Choose the best conjunction from the word bank. Use each word once. e Ve
although because before if unless when wherever while

1. Wear a hat _because  the sun is strong.

2. When _ the gates open, visitors will enter the wildlife park.

3. The team will practise outdoors _unless it rains.

4, Although the model was small, it showed e

5. Check the measurements _before you

6.

7.

8.

B.E @ 10 C Q
R

Choose an .

1. Sentence number:

—Because introduces the reason for wearing a hat.

2. Sentence number: 4

~ Although shows a contrast between size and detail.

Choose a conjunction that makes the intended meaning clear.
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Name:

Worksheet 4: Combine and Reorder

A. Combine the clauses

Use the conjunction shown to combine each pair into one complex sentence.

1. MAIN: The rescue dog followed the scent.

[ USE: even though ]
SUBORDINATE: the trail became faint

2. MAIN: We packed the art supplies.
SUBORDINATE: the workshop ended

3. MAIN: The class will visit the museum.
SUBORDINATE: permission forms are returned

4. MAIN: The projector turned off.

(USE: when ]
SUBORDINATE: the timer rea

5. MAIN: Ava spoke quiet {USE- because J

rested.

[ USE: where ]
ey found a shaded clearing

B. Reorder the clauses

Rewrite each sentence with the subordinate clause first. Add the comma. . : /

1. We recorded the results after the experiment finished.

2. The team continued although the rain was heavy.

3. Youcan join the excursion if your form is signed.

( Changing clause order can change emphasis, but the meaning must remain clear. )
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Name: ANSWERS

Worksheet 4: Combine and Reorder

A. Combine the clauses

Use the conjunction shown to combine each pair into one complex sentence.

1. MAIN: The rescue dog followed the scent.

[ USE: even though }
SUBORDINATE: the trail became faint

The rescue dog followed the scent even though the trail became faint.

2. MAIN: We packed the art supplies.
SUBORDINATE: the workshop ended

We packed the art supplies after the workshop ended.

| USE: afte

3. MAIN: The class will visit the museum.
SUBORDINATE: permission forms are returne

The class will visit the museum if permissg@n s retur
4. MAIN: The projector turned off. ( USE: when ]
The projector turned of ed zero

[ USE: because J

he hikers rested.
BDINATE: they found a shaded clearing

The hikers rested where they found a shaded clearing.

( USE: where ]

B. Reorder the clauses

Rewrite each sentence with the subordinate clause first. Add the comma. <:/

1.  We recorded the results after the experiment finished.
After the experiment finished, we recorded the results.

2. The team continued although the rain was heavy.
Although the rain was heavy, the team continued.

3. You can join the excursion if your form is signed.
If your form is signed, you can join the excursion.

( Changing clause order can change emphasis, but the meaning must remain clear. )
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Name:

Worksheet 5: Commas and Clause Order

A. Edit the sentences
Rewrite each sentence correctly. Check capitals, commas and clause order. £
Some are already correct. \

1.  When the lights dimmed the audience became quiet.

2. We stayed inside, because the air was smoky.

3. although the gate was locked, the caretaker found another entragge.
4. The team celebrated when the final score appeared. @
5. Unless you charge the tablet it will sygitch off.

6. I carried an umbrella altho

was clear.

8.
B. State the rule ——f
Complete each rule in your own words. = =e=eooo -

Rule 1 starter: If a subordinate clause comes first, ...

Rule 2 starter: If a main clause comes first, ...

Read the sentence aloud and listen for the clause boundary.

NNNNNNNN
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Name: ANSWERS

Worksheet 5: Commas and Clause Order

Some are already correct.

A. Edit the sentences
Rewrite each sentence correctly. Check capitals, commas and clause order. 4

l

1.  When the lights dimmed the audience became quiet.
When the lights dimmed, the audience became quiet.

|
- 2. We stayed inside, because the air was smoky.

We stayed inside because the air was smoky.

3. although the gate was locked, the caretaker found another entragge.
Although the gate was locked, the caretaker fo

4. The team celebrated when the final score appeareg.

The team celebrated when the final

B. State the rule ——

Complete each rule in yourownwords. === = eeee -»>

' Rule 1 starter: If a subordinate clause comes first, ...
add a comma after the opening subordinate clause.

Rule 2 starter: If a main clause comes first, ...
a comma is usually not needed before the subordinate clause.

Read the sentence aloud and listen for the clause boundary.
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Worksheet 6: Edit and Craft Complex Sentences

Page 1 of 2 Kiarsa:

Repair each sentence

Rewrite each item as a clear, correctly punctuated complex sentence.
You may need to complete a fragment, replace a conjunction or remove a comma. (@<

1. Because the queue moved quickly.
D Fragment D Conjunction I:I Comma [:l Meaning

2. The team wore raincoats although storms were forecast.
D Fragment |:| Conjunction D Comma

3. When the siren sounded the swimmers left thg p
D Fragment D Conjunction

rch would not work.
juncti D Comma D Meaning

4. Although the battery was flS@t

ause the power failed.
D Conjunction D Comma D Meaning

6. We will begin the hike, if everyone arrives on time.
D Fragment D Conjunction D Comma D Meaning

Final check it @

Does each sentence have a main clause, a subordinate clause and a clear relationship? @ N
\

D Yes

[ Editing improves both accuracy and meaning.




Worksheet 6: Edit and Craft Complex Sentences
Page 1 of 2 Name: ANSWERS

Repair each sentence

Rewrite each item as a clear, correctly punctuated complex sentence.

We will begin the hike if everyone arrives on time.

You may need to complete a fragment, replace a conjunction or remove a comma. Q
1. Because the queue moved quickly.

Fragment I:l Conjunction I:l Comma D Meaning
We entered the hall quickly because the queue moved quickly.
2. The team wore raincoats although storms were forecast.

D Fragment IZ| Conjunction D Comma n
The team wore raincoats because storms were forec
3. When the siren sounded the swimmers left th

D Fragment D Conjunctj D Meaning
When the siren sounded, the

D Meaning

5. The choiN@ontinued because the power failed.

|:| Fragment M Conjunction D Comma D Meaning
The choir continued although the power failed.
6. We will begin the hike, if everyone arrives on time.

D Fragment |:| Conjunction |ZI Comma D Meaning

Final check

Does each sentence have a main clause, a subordinate clause and a clear relationship?

M Yes

L ( Editing improves both accuracy and meaning.

1
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Worksheet 6: Edit and Craft Complex Sentences
Page 2 of 2 Name:

School-garden writing challenge

Your class is planning a small garden beside the library. The soil is dry, rain
is expected, seedlings need protection, and volunteers can help after lunch.

Write four complex sentences. Make each relationship clear and vary the clause order.

1. TIME Choices: when, after, before, while Conjunction:

Prompt: Explain when one garden action will happen.

Complex sentence:

2. CAUSE  Choices: because, since Conjunctj
Prompt: Explain why one garden action is needed.

Complex sentence:

Conjunction: %)

Complex @

v

4. CONTRAST  Choices: although, even though Conjunction:
Prompt: Show an unexpected contrast.

Complex sentence:

Self-check

D Main clause D Subordinate clause D Clear conjunction l:] Comma if

needed

[ Each sentence should express one precise relationship.

]
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Worksheet 6: Edit and Craft Complex Sentences
Page 2 of 2 Name: ANSWERS

School-garden writing challenge

Your class is planning a small garden beside the library. The soil is dry, rain
is expected, seedlings need protection, and volunteers can help after lunch.

Write four complex sentences. Make each relationship clear and vary the clause order.

Complex sentence:

1. TIME Choices: when, after, before, while Conjunction: ___after
Prompt: Explain when one garden action will happen. Y

After the rain stops, our class will plant the seedlings.

2. CAUSE Choices: because, since
I Prompt: Explain why one garden action is needed.

- Complex sentence:

' We will spread mulch because the s

3. CONDITION

4. CONTRAST  Choices: although, even though Conjunction: although
Prompt: Show an unexpected contrast.

| Complex sentence:

Although the afternoon was warm, the students finished building the border.

Self-check
[Zl Main clause M Subordinate clause @ Clear conjunction [z Comma if needed

[ Each sentence should express one precise relationship.

)

.
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Assessment: Complex Sentence Investigation

Name:

Page 1 of 2 | 12 marks
Date:

Vs

Underline the main clause in each sentence. One mark each.

A. Identify the main clause — 4 marks =

V) —
) —

N

1. The stalls opened after volunteers finished setting up.

2. Although the wind was strong, the banners remained secure.

3. We will begin the performance when the stage is ready.

4. The families gathered wherever shade covered the lawn.

\

s

B. Choose the conjunction — 4 marks

Complete each sentence with the best word from the bik.

&

rd o ne mark each.

be if }

[ although

Rewrite each

tence correctly. One mark for clause control and one mark for punctuation.

1. When the music began the crowd moved closer.

2. We covered the prizes, because rain was forecast.

[ Page 1 score: /12 ]

[ Check clause meaning, conjunction choice and punctuation. ]
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Assessment: Complex Sentence Investigation
Page 1 of 2 | 12 marks

N

Name: ANSWERS Date:

— )
A. Identify the main clause — 4 marks v—
Underline the main clause in each sentence. One mark each. s
1. The stalls opened after volunteers finished setting up.

2. Although the wind was strong, the banners remained secure.
3. We will begin the performance when the stage is ready.
4. The families gathered wherever shade covered the lawn.
& =

B. Choose the conjunction — 4 marks <§>

Complete each sentence with the best word from the b§k. ne mark each.

J

1. The ice packs stayed frozen

2. Before

3. The raffle can

Rewrite each tence correctly. One mark for clause control and one mark for punctuation.

1. When the music began the crowd moved closer.

When the music began, the crowd moved closer.

2. We covered the prizes, because rain was forecast.
We covered the prizes because rain was forecast.

[ Page 1score: _ 12 /12 ]

[ Check clause meaning, conjunction choice and punctuation. ]
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Assessment: Complex Sentence Investigation
Page 2 of 2 | 8 marks

Name: Date:

Twilight school fair

Your class is organising a twilight school fair. The weather may change,
performers need a dry stage, food stalls must follow safety rules, and
volunteers can help after 4 pm.

conjunctions or choose another suitable one.

Write one clear complex sentence for each relationship. Use the suggested [ ] [
’
2 marks each: one for a clear relationship and one for accurate sentence control.

s

1. TIME — when, after, before, while

N\

Vs

2. CAUSE — because, since

\3

NG Q
3. CONDITION — if, @

7

T — although, even though

L

Comma explanation
Explain when an opening subordinate clause needs a comma. This response supports teacher
judgement and has no extra mark.

Page 2 score: /8 Total score: / 20

( Reread every sentence for meaning, structure and punctuation. J
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Assessment: Complex Sentence Investigation

Page 2 of 2 | 8 marks
Name: ANSWERS Date:

Twilight school fair

Your class is organising a twilight school fair. The weather may change,
performers need a dry stage, food stalls must follow safety rules, and
volunteers can help after 4 pm.

conjunctions or choose another suitable one.

Write one clear complex sentence for each relationship. Use the suggested
2 marks each: one for a clear relationship and one for accurate sentence control.

( 1. TIME — when, after, before, while

After the final bell rings, volunteers will arrange the food stalls.

.

N\

2. CAUSE — because, since
The performers will use the hall because the sfge t st :
_

.

F 3. CONDITION — if, Lg%

de if th@Weather remains calm.

>

Although the drizzle returned, visitors stayed for the concert.

e

Comma explanation

Explain when an opening subordinate clause needs a comma. This response supports teacher
judgement and has no extra mark.

When a subordinate clause comes first, place a comma after it before the main clause. —

Page2score: 8 /8 Total score: 20 /20

[ Reread every sentence for meaning, structure and punctuation. }
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Learning Foc

- Recognise main and subordin

- Choose subordinatin eciSe meaning.



Sentence Refre

SIMPLE: One main clause — The
COMPOUND: Two equ
band bowed.

OWC ee

in clofes — @R crdowd cheered. and the

COMPLEX: A I'"\@ plus a subBordinate clouse — The crowd
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What Makes a Comple€Senyence®y

A complex sentence links one m

subordinate clause.



Main Clauses

A main clause expresses o com

It contains a subject o
The volunteers

Quick check:

finite




A subordinate clause adds info

It often begins with a

Quick check:
ide

prond alone.

Ul RO NQE

conf@action.

e reader waiting for the main




TIME — after, before, when, whil

CAUSE — because, sin

CONTRAST — ~whereas
oL



Main clause first: The closs movam inOars b usa®rie wind

strengthened.

A joining comm




disoNmeared.

2. Although the ifiqmit, the team solved it quickly.

4.1



Main Clause Ans

1. The lanterns glowed

2. the team solved it oug

3. We will leave

4. The audien

0S o complete idea.



Guided Practice: Subordi :

torfm passed.

d the stairs.



1. while the storm passed
2. Because the lift was
3. if the track be

4. wherever t



Choose the conjunction that crefies (N CleORSt L@#rtionship.

choN@ed stations.



Conjunction Ans

1. When — time
2. because — cause
3. unless — condi

4. Although —@gntr

A pL JUNKE@ON M he relationship easy to follow.



Combine the Cla

\ 4

Combine each pair into one clecilco OX S

ed

tong

1. the lanterns switche e oval

SS rec

3.the robots
4. by

e battery ran low

| rain begins



Possible Combined S

heg@Phe oval.

t theshelter.

1. The lanterns switched on whe

©GS
2. 0ur team checked t e we

3. The robots co hough the battery ran low.

4. Bring the e side if railm begins.



Place the subordinate clause fir
1. The students took n
2. The exhibitio

while rong@expiained the habitat.
play is ready.
use the stOferoom was dark.

| although the bus was late.



2\

Reordered Ans

\
, Tt

i1l oPen.

1. While the ranger explained th ude@s took notes.

2. 1f every display is re

3. Because the s roomw we used torches.
us

4. Although't ate, the cltiss remained cheerful.

P

\'99



Var



- A main clause can stand alon

- A subordinate clause
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Question |

TRUE OR FALSE

in clo@e oand ot least one

A complex sentence c ins o

subordinate cla
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Answer |

v
eQe IdN@oNa the subordinate clause

TRUE

The main clause carri

odds extro meogd

o

P

\'99




Question 2

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which words form the In clou

lass continued the game.



Answer 2

B. the class continued the game

This clause makes sen its o
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Question 3

SHORT ANSWER

alo

Why can this word gr not st S ad'complete sentence?

because the bu Ived lot
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Answer 3

It is o subordinate clause.

The conjunction beca okes rea R Walt for the main idea.



Question U

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the best conjur@iion for

___the

ouse X@lotionship.
We moved indo

A. although

ew stronger.



Answer 4y

\ 4

roup Woved Y@ oors.

B. because

Because explains wh

o

p s

\3 6
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Question S

\ 4
TRUE OR FALSE
A comma is usually neq@gd after @ subo@naote clause that begins o
complex senten@
o

k@
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Answer S

v
TRUE
The comma r%endarg efore Y@e mdin clause begins.
\’Gﬁa '




Question 6

SHORT ANSWER

Combine these clausesd nterice.

ed.|Th

ple

atered each morning.

one

The seedlings s r
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Answer 6

v
Suggested answer:
The seeolngssurvveéset Yy werg@atered each morning.
\’Gﬁa '




Question 7

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which words form the ordinoW clau

up left the track.



Answer 7

C. before the group left the trac

The clause adds time i nd comot stand alone.



Question 8

TRUE OR FALSE

The conjunction altho usuollJmigno[Sg corttrast.
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Answer 8

TRUE
Although links ideas t

Iffer ogkrecte @ unexpected contrast.



Question 9

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the correctly



Answer 9

\ 4

B. When the bell rang, the audie lie

The comma follows th ordiNg@te clOuse.



Question 10

\ 4

SHORT ANSWER

Rewrite the sentence s e subolinote@use comes first.

We will start th erimen eryone is ready.
k@ E
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Answer |0

\ 4

When everyone is ready, we will\ort@e exX N img

The comma separates openirgl suboN@nate clause from the main

-~ Q/
@

q
P
\ o ~
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