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Compass Directions

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


LEARNING INTENTION

We are learning to locate positions and describe pathways on grid maps.

SUCCESS LOOKS LIKE

• I use cardinal and intercardinal points.

• I read the letter first, then the number.

• I give clear direction-and-distance steps.PREVIEW



WHY MAPS NEED DIRECTIONS

A map shows POSITION: where something is.
A route shows a PATHWAY: how to move from start to finish.

Clear directions help another person arrive at the same place.PREVIEW



CARDINAL POINTS

NORTH • EAST • SOUTH • WEST

Clockwise order: North, East, South, West.

Opposites: North and South; East and West.

Memory tip: Never Eat Soggy Weet-Bix!PREVIEW



INTERCARDINAL POINTS

NORTH-EAST • SOUTH-EAST

SOUTH-WEST • NORTH-WEST

Each intercardinal point sits halfway between two cardinal points.

Example: North-East is between North and East.PREVIEW



CLOCKWISE & OPPOSITES

Eight-point clockwise order:

N → NE → E → SE → S → SW →W → NW

Opposite pairs:

N / S   E / W   NE / SW   SE / NWPREVIEW



RELATIVE POSITION

Directions compare one location with another.

If the library is above and right of the park,

the library is North-East of the park.

Reverse the comparison: the park is South-West of the library.PREVIEW



CHECK THE NORTH ARROW

North is NOT always at the top of a map.

1. Find the north arrow.

2. Use it to work out East, South and West.
3. Follow every direction using that map orientation.PREVIEW



GRID REFERENCES

A grid reference names one square on a map.

READ THE LETTER FIRST, THEN THE NUMBER.

Example: C4 means column C, row 4.PREVIEW



LOCATE A GRID SQUARE

To find E3:

1. Find column E.

2. Find row 3.
3. Follow both until they meet.

4. Check that the letter came before the number.PREVIEW



DIRECTION + DISTANCE

Every route step needs TWO details:

DIRECTION — which way to move

DISTANCE — how many squares to move

Clear example: Move 3 squares East.PREVIEW



MULTI-STEP ROUTES

Follow the steps IN ORDER.

Start at B2.

Move 2 squares East to D2.

Move 3 squares North to D5.

Finish: D5PREVIEW



DIAGONAL DIRECTIONS

Intercardinal moves travel diagonally.

One square North-East changes both the column and the row.

Diagonal directions can describe a position efficiently — but only when 

the task allows them.PREVIEW



LEGEND & SCALE

A LEGEND explains map symbols.

A SCALE connects map squares to real distance.

Example: 1 square = 50 metres

4 squares = 200 metresPREVIEW



WORKED SCHOOL ROUTE

North points up. Start at Gate B1. Finish at Library F4.

One clear cardinal route:

Move 4 squares East, then 3 squares North.

Check: B1 → F1 → F4PREVIEW



CHECK YOUR ROUTE

START — Did I begin in the correct square?

STEPS — Did I keep the order?

DIRECTION — Did I use the north arrow?

DISTANCE — Did I count every square?

FINISH — Did I reach the intended place?PREVIEW



CREATE, SWAP & TEST

Create a route with at least 6 direction changes and 2 diagonal moves.

Swap maps with a partner.

Follow the route exactly.

Improve any unclear step together.

KEY WORDS: compass • grid reference • route • direction • distance • north 

arrowPREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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Compass Directions Quiz
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QUESTION 1

Which direction is opposite East?

A. North
B. South

C. West
D. North-EastPREVIEW



ANSWER 1

C. WEST

East and West are opposite directions.

PREVIEW



QUESTION 2

TRUE OR FALSE?

North must always point to the top of a map.

PREVIEW



ANSWER 2

FALSE

Always check the north arrow before reading 

directions.PREVIEW



QUESTION 3

Which direction lies halfway between North and East?

PREVIEW



ANSWER 3

NORTH-EAST

PREVIEW



QUESTION 4

A location is in column C and row 4.

Which grid reference is correct?

A. 4C   B. C4   C. C-4   D. 3DPREVIEW



ANSWER 4

B. C4

Read the letter first, then the number.

PREVIEW



QUESTION 5

TRUE OR FALSE?

When north is at the top, a point below and left of another 
point is South-West.PREVIEW



ANSWER 5

TRUE

Below is South and left is West, so the combined direction is 
South-West.PREVIEW



QUESTION 6

Start at B2. Move East to C2, then North to C3.

Where do you finish?

PREVIEW



ANSWER 6

C3

PREVIEW



QUESTION 7

Which instruction is clearest?

A. Go there

B. Move a bit

C. Move 3 squares East

D. Turn somewherePREVIEW



ANSWER 7

C. MOVE 3 SQUARES EAST

It names both direction and distance.

PREVIEW



QUESTION 8

Which direction is opposite South-West?

PREVIEW



ANSWER 8

NORTH-EAST

PREVIEW



QUESTION 9

TRUE OR FALSE?

Move 2 squares North and 1 square East. The finish is North-
East of the start.PREVIEW



ANSWER 9

TRUE

The finish is above and right of the start.

PREVIEW



QUESTION 10

What should you check before following a route?

A. Colour of the map

B. North arrow and start point
C. Page number

D. Biggest landmarkPREVIEW



ANSWER 10

B. THE NORTH ARROW AND START POINT

They set the map orientation and the route beginning.

PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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