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Learning Goal

Compare and order fractions.

Choose an efficient strategy.

Explain why the comparison is true.
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Fraction Meaning

The numerator counts the selected equal parts.

The denominator tells how many equal parts make one whole.

Example: 3/5 means 3 of 5 equal parts.
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Start With The Whole

First check that the wholes are equal in size.

A fraction of a small whole and the same fraction of a large whole are 

not equal amounts.

Compare like with like.
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Same Denominator

When denominators match, the pieces are the same size.

Compare the numerators:

3/8 < 5/8        7/10 > 4/10
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Guided Same-Denominator Practice

Use <, > or =.

2/7 __ 6/7        9/12 __ 5/12        4/9 __ 4/9

Answers: 2/7 < 6/7, 9/12 > 5/12, 4/9 = 4/9
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Same Numerator

When numerators match, compare part sizes.

The smaller denominator makes larger parts:

3/4 > 3/7        2/9 < 2/5
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Explain The Rule

Imagine two equal-length fraction bars.

In fourths, each part is larger than one seventh.

So three fourths covers more of the whole than three sevenths.
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Benchmark Fractions

Use 1/2 as a benchmark.

3/8 is below 1/2.   4/8 equals 1/2.   5/8 is above 1/2.

5/12 is below 1/2.   7/12 is above 1/2.
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Number-Line Thinking

On a 0-to-1 number line, farther right means greater.

0 — 1/4 — 3/8 — 1/2 — 5/8 — 3/4 — 1

Check that equal intervals are spaced evenly.
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Equivalent Fractions

Multiply or divide numerator and denominator by the same number.

1/2 = 2/4 = 4/8

2/3 = 4/6 = 10/15
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Common Denominators

Compare 2/3 and 3/5 using fifteenths.

2/3 = 10/15        3/5 = 9/15

Therefore, 2/3 > 3/5.

PREVIEW



Choose An Efficient Strategy

Same denominator → compare numerators.

Same numerator → compare part sizes.

Near 1/2 → use a benchmark.

Otherwise → use equivalence or a number line.
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Ordering A Set

Order 2/5, 3/4, 5/8 and 7/10 from least to greatest.

Using fortieths: 16/40, 30/40, 25/40 and 28/40.

2/5 < 5/8 < 7/10 < 3/4
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Justify A Comparison

Use precise comparison language:

“3/5 is greater than 1/2 because 3/5 = 6/10.”

“Both are close to 1/2, but 5/8 is one eighth above it.”
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Common Errors To Avoid

✗ Bigger denominator means bigger fraction.

✓ Larger denominators make smaller equal parts.

✗ Compare fractions made from different-sized wholes.

✓ Check the wholes and the direction of < and >.
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Independent Check

1. 4/7 __ 6/7        2. 3/5 __ 1/2

3. Order 1/3, 3/4, 1/2.        4. Which is greater: 5/6 or 4/5?

Solutions: 4/7 < 6/7; 3/5 > 1/2; 1/3 < 1/2 < 3/4; 5/6 > 4/5.
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Well Done!
You can compare, order and 

justify fractions!
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Comparing and 
Ordering

Fractions Quiz
Year 5
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Question 1

True or false:

5/9 is greater than 2/9.
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Answer 1

True.

The denominators match, so compare the numerators.
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Question 2

Which fraction is greater?

A. 3/4

B. 3/8

C. They are equal

D. It cannot be decided
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Answer 2

A. 3/4

With the same numerator, fourths are larger parts than eighths.
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Question 3

Write <, > or =.

7/12 __ 1/2
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Answer 3

7/12 > 1/2

One half is 6/12, so 7/12 is greater.
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Question 4

Which fraction is closest to 1/2?

A. 1/8

B. 4/9

C. 7/8

D. 2/3
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Answer 4

B. 4/9

Four ninths is only 1/18 below one half.
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Question 5

True or false:

If two positive fractions have the same numerator,

the fraction with the larger denominator is larger.
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Answer 5

False.

A larger denominator creates smaller equal parts.
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Question 6

Order from least to greatest:

1/4, 3/4 and 1/2
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Answer 6

1/4, 1/2, 3/4
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Question 7

Which equivalent pair helps compare 2/3 and 3/5?

A. 4/6 and 6/10

B. 10/15 and 9/15

C. 2/15 and 3/15

D. 6/5 and 5/6
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Answer 7

B. 10/15 and 9/15

Therefore, 2/3 > 3/5.

PREVIEW



Question 8

Put these fractions in descending order:

3/8, 5/8 and 7/8
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Answer 8

7/8, 5/8, 3/8
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Question 9

True or false:

4/10 and 2/5 name the same amount.
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Answer 9

True.

Both fractions are equivalent.

PREVIEW



Question 10

Which list is ordered from least to greatest?

A. 5/6, 2/3, 1/2

B. 1/2, 2/3, 5/6

C. 2/3, 1/2, 5/6

D. 1/2, 5/6, 2/3
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Answer 10

B. 1/2, 2/3, 5/6
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Well Done!
You used five fraction 

strategies!
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