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Comparing Numbers 
to 20
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What Does Compare Mean?

When we compare, we look at two numbers or groups.

We ask: Which is more? Which is less? Are they the same?

PREVIEW

PREVIEW



Count First

Touch and count each object carefully.

Say the last number aloud.

That number tells how many are in the group.
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More Than

More means the group has a bigger number.

12 is more than 8.

We can say: 12 is greater than 8.
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Less Than

Less means the group has a smaller number.

5 is less than 9.

We can say: 5 is smaller than 9.
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Same and Equal

Same means both groups have the same amount.

14 and 14 are equal.

We use = to show equal numbers.
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Comparison Symbols

> means greater than.

< means less than.

= means equal to.
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Compare Collections

Count the first group.

Count the second group.

Circle the group that has more.
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Compare Numbers

Look at the two numbers.

The number further along the counting sequence is greater.

The number that comes earlier is less.
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Try It: 13 and 8

13 is greater than 8.

We write: 13 > 8.

The open side of the symbol faces the greater number.
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Try It: 6 and 11

6 is less than 11.

We write: 6 < 11.

Read the sentence aloud to check it makes sense.
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Strategy Check

Count carefully.

Compare the numbers.

Use more, less, same, >, < or = to explain your thinking.
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Your Turn

Choose two numbers up to 20.

Build each number with counters.

Tell a partner which number is more, less, or equal.
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Well Done!PREVIEW
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Comparing Numbers to 
20 Quiz
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Question 1

Which number is more?

12 or 9

A. 9   B. 10   C. 12   D. 6

PREVIEW

PREVIEW



Answer 1

C. 12

12 is more than 9.
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Question 2

True or false?

7 is less than 15.
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Answer 2

True

7 is less than 15.
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Question 3

Write >, < or =.

14 __ 14
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Answer 3

=

14 is equal to 14.
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Question 4

Which collection has more?

8 counters or 13 counters

A. 8   B. 10   C. 13   D. same
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Answer 4

C. 13

13 counters is more than 8 counters.
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Question 5

True or false?

20 is less than 18.
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Answer 5

False

20 is greater than 18.
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Question 6

Write >, < or =.

6 __ 11
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Answer 6

<

6 is less than 11.
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Question 7

Which number is less than 10?

A. 14   B. 10   C. 3   D. 20
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Answer 7

C. 3

3 is less than 10.
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Question 8

True or false?

5 and 5 are equal.
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Answer 8

True

5 and 5 are equal.
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Question 9

Write >, < or =.

19 __ 16
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Answer 9

>

19 is greater than 16.
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Question 10
Which sentence is true?

A. 4 is more than 9

B. 18 is less than 12

C. 15 is equal to 15

D. 20 is less than 2
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Answer 10

C. 15 is equal to 15
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Well Done!PREVIEW
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