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Learning intention

We are learning to form and use comparative and superlative adjectives.

Success looks like:

• I can choose a form that matches what is compared.

• I can apply spelling changes.

• I can use more, most and irregular forms.
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Three degrees of comparison

Base: describes one thing — tall

Comparative: compares two — taller

Superlative: compares three or more — tallest

The adjective changes to show the strength of the comparison.
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Two or three or more?

Compare two → comparative

The red rope is longer than the blue rope.

Compare three or more → superlative

The green rope is the longest of the three.

Look for than, the, of and in.
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Regular short adjectives

Most short adjectives take - er and - est.

small → smaller → smallest

bright → brighter → brightest

quick → quicker → quickest

Do not use both more and - er.
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Words that end in e

Keep the e and add - r or - st.

nice → nicer → nicest

large → larger → largest

safe → safer → safest
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Short CVC words

For many short consonant - vowel- consonant words, double the final consonant.

big → bigger → biggest

hot → hotter → hottest

thin → thinner → thinnest
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Words that end in consonant + y

Change y to i before adding - er or - est.

happy → happier → happiest

busy → busier → busiest

noisy → noisier → noisiest
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Use more and most

Longer adjectives usually use more and most.

careful → more careful → most careful

interesting → more interesting → most interesting

beautiful → more beautiful → most beautiful

Avoid carefuller or interestingest.
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Irregular forms

Some adjectives change completely.

good → better → best

bad → worse → worst

many → more → most

little → less → least

far → further → furthest
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Context clues

Comparatives often use than.

This book is more interesting than the first.

Superlatives often use the, of or in.

This is the most interesting book in the series.

PREVIEW



Guided practice

Complete each trio.

1. brave → __________ → __________

2. __________ → noisier → __________

3. good → __________ → __________

4. careful → __________ → __________
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Check and explain

1. brave → braver → bravest

2. noisy → noisier → noisiest

3. good → better → best

4. careful → more careful → most careful

Which spelling or word - form rule did each trio use?

PREVIEW



Choose the form

1. This path is (narrower / narrowest) than that one.

2. Of all the kites, the red kite is the (higher / highest).

3. My puzzle is (more difficult / most difficult) than yours.

4. That was the (funnier / funniest) joke in the show.
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Check the clues

1. narrower — than compares two

2. highest — of all compares more than two

3. more difficult — than compares two

4. funniest — the ... in the show compares the whole group
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Editing challenge

Rewrite each comparison correctly.

1. This tower is more taller than that one.

2. Mia is the happyest player on the team.

3. That was the most funny joke of all.

4. My second attempt was gooder than my first.
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Editing answers and review

1. This tower is taller than that one.

2. Mia is the happiest player on the team.

3. That was the funniest joke of all.

4. My second attempt was better than my first.

Check the number compared, spelling rule and word form.
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Well Done!
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Comparative and Superlative 
Adjectives Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False

A comparative adjective usually compares two people, places, things or ideas.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 1

TRUE

A comparative shows how two things differ.

PREVIEW



Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Which word correctly completes the sentence?

The torch is ______ than the candle.

A. bright

B. brighter

C. brightest

D. more brightest
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Answer 2

B. brighter

Than signals a comparison between two things.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Write the superlative form of noisy.

________________________
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Answer 3

noisiest

Change y to i, then add - est.

PREVIEW



Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is correct?

A. The blue rope is longest than the red rope.

B. The blue rope is longer than the red rope.

C. The blue rope is more longer than the red rope.

D. The blue rope is the longer of all three.
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Answer 4

B. The blue rope is longer than the red rope.

Longer is the comparative form used for two ropes.
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Question 5 — True or False

“Mia is the most kindest student in the group” uses the correct form.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 5

FALSE

Use kindest. Do not combine most and - est.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

Complete the irregular trio.

good → __________ → __________
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Answer 6

good → better → best
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which word correctly completes the sentence?

Of the three boxes, Box C is the ______.

A. large

B. larger

C. largest

D. more large
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Answer 7

C. largest

Of the three signals the superlative form.
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Question 8 — Short Answer

Write the comparative form of interesting.

________________________

PREVIEW



Answer 8

more interesting

Longer adjectives commonly use more for a comparative.
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Question 9 — Multiple Choice

Which word correctly completes the sentence?

Of all the runners, Sam was the ______.

A. quick

B. quicker

C. quickest

D. more quickest
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Answer 9

C. quickest

Of all signals the superlative form.
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Question 10 — True or False

Superlative adjectives often follow the word the.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 10

TRUE

For example: the tallest, the most careful and the best.
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Well Done!
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