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Learning intention

I can hear the first sound in a word.

I can say that sound.

I can match the sound to a letter.
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Sounds and letters

A sound is what we hear.

A letter is a mark we see.

The word moon starts with the sound /m/ and the letter m.
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Listen first

1. Say the word slowly.

2. Stretch the first sound.

3. Stop after the first sound.

4. Point to the matching letter.
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Moon begins with /m/

Say: moon.

Stretch: mmmmmoon.

First sound: /m/.

Letter: m.
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Sun begins with /s/

Say: sun.

Stretch: sssssun.

First sound: /s/.

Letter: s.
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Same first sound

fish • fan

Both words begin with /f/.

Can you think of another /f/ word?
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Different first sounds

dog begins with /d/.

cat begins with /k/.

The first sounds are different.
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Vowels can begin words

apple /a/ • egg /e/

igloo /i/ • octopus /o/

umbrella /u/

Listen carefully: vowel sounds can vary in words.
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Quick practice: /b/

Which word begins with /b/?

A. sun

B. ball

C. moon

Answer: ball.
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Quick practice: /t/

Which word begins with /t/?

A. fish

B. moon

C. tiger

Answer: tiger.
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Sound sort: m or s

moon • sock • mouse • sun

Say each word.

Sort it under m or s.
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Sound sort: p or f

pig • fish • pan • fan

Say each word.

Sort it under p or f.
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Sound hunt

Look around the room.

Find one object.

Say its name.

Tell a partner its first sound and letter.
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Partner check

1. Say the word.

2. Stretch the first sound.

3. Partner repeats it.

4. Point to the letter.

5. Swap roles.
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Review

Hear it.

Say it.

Match it.

First sounds help us begin to read and write words.
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Well Done!
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Common Sounds Quiz
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Question 1

What is the first sound in moon?

A. /m/

B. /s/

C. /t/

D. /f/
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Answer 1

A. /m/

Moon begins with /m/.
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Question 2

Which word begins with /s/?

A. fish

B. sun

C. dog

D. moon
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Answer 2

B. sun

Sun begins with /s/.
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Question 3

True or false?

Fish and fan have the same first sound.
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Answer 3

True.

Fish and fan both begin with /f/.
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Question 4

True or false?

Dog and cat have the same first sound.

PREVIEW



Answer 4

False.

Dog begins with /d/. Cat begins with /k/.
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Question 5

Which letter matches the first sound in apple?

A. a

B. e

C. i

D. o

PREVIEW



Answer 5

A. a

Apple begins with /a/.
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Question 6

Which word begins with the sound for u?

A. egg

B. umbrella

C. octopus

D. apple
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Answer 6

B. umbrella

Umbrella begins with /u/.
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Question 7

Which word begins with /p/?

A. fan

B. pig

C. sun

D. tiger
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Answer 7

B. pig

Pig begins with /p/.

PREVIEW



Question 8

Short answer:

Say tiger slowly.

What is its first sound?
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Answer 8

/t/

Tiger begins with /t/.
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Question 9

Which pair has the same first sound?

A. moon and mouse

B. dog and cat

C. sun and fan

D. pig and tiger
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Answer 9

A. moon and mouse

Both words begin with /m/.
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Question 10

Short answer:

Name one word that begins with /f/.
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Answer 10

Possible answers include fish, fan, frog or fox.

Any clear /f/ word is correct.
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Well Done!
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