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Our Learning Goal

We are learning to recognise common nouns and use them in 

simple sentences.

Success:

• I can name a person, place or thing.

• I can sort nouns.

• I can find nouns in a sentence.
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What Is a Noun?

A noun is a word that names a person, place or thing.

Examples:

• teacher

• park

• book
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What Is a Common Noun?

A common noun is a general name.

It does not name one special person, place or thing.
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People Nouns

People nouns name kinds of people.

Examples:

• child

• nurse

• farmer

• teacher
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Place Nouns

Place nouns name kinds of places.

Examples:

• school

• beach

• library

• shop
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Thing Nouns

Thing nouns name animals or objects.

Examples:

• puppy

• pencil

• kite

• drum
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Common Nouns and Names

teacher is a common noun; Ms Chen is a name.

city is a common noun; Melbourne is a name.

Common nouns usually begin with a lowercase letter.
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Noun or Not?

Naming words are nouns.

Action and describing words are not nouns in this lesson.

Compare:

book  •  jump  •  happy  •  doctor
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Find Nouns in a Sentence

The rabbit hid under the bench.

The common nouns are rabbit and bench.
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Classify the Nouns

Person: baker

Place: shop

Thing: bread

One sentence may contain more than one kind of common noun.
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Build a Sentence

Choose a person, a place and a thing.

The child carried a kite to the park.
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Try It: Sort

Sort these words into people, places and things:

nurse  •  beach  •  apple

pilot  •  library  •  drum
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Try It: Hunt

Find the common nouns in this sentence:

A child found a shell at the beach.
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Remember

Common nouns are general names for people, places and things.

They usually begin with lowercase letters.

We can find and use them in sentences.
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You are a common noun 
detective!
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Common Nouns Quiz
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Question 1 – True or False

A common noun is a general name for a person, place or thing.
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Answer 1

True.

A common noun gives a general name.
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Question 2 – Multiple Choice

Which word is a common noun for a person?

A. Ava

B. teacher

C. Monday

D. Australia
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Answer 2

B. teacher

It names a kind of person.
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Question 3 – Short Answer

Write one common noun for a place.
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Answer 3

Sample answers:

park, school, beach, library or shop
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Question 4 – Multiple Choice

Which sentence contains two common nouns?

A. Mia runs.

B. The dog slept on the rug.

C. Quickly jump.

D. Blue is bright.

PREVIEW



Answer 4

B. The dog slept on the rug.

dog and rug are common nouns.
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Question 5 – True or False

Common nouns always begin with capital letters.
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Answer 5

False.

They usually begin with lowercase letters unless they start a 

sentence.
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Question 6 – Short Answer

Name two common nouns you might see in a classroom.
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Answer 6

Sample answers:

teacher, student, desk, book, pencil or chair
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Question 7 – Multiple Choice

Which word is not a common noun?

A. pencil

B. girl

C. Sydney

D. beach
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Answer 7

C. Sydney

Sydney is a specific name.
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Question 8 – True or False

The word park can be a common noun.
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Answer 8

True.

It is a general name for a place.
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Question 9 – Short Answer

Find the two common nouns:

The chef carried a basket.
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Answer 9

chef and basket
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Question 10 – Multiple Choice

Which group has a person, a place and a thing?

A. teacher, library, book

B. run, happy, slowly

C. Sydney, Ava, Monday

D. red, jump, loud
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Answer 10

A. teacher, library, book

teacher is a person, library is a place and book is a thing.
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You finished the Common 
Nouns Quiz!
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