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Common Nouns

PREVIEW
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Learning Goal

We are learning to identify and use 

common nouns.
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What Is a Noun?

A noun names a person, place, animal 

or thing.
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Four Noun Groups

PERSON – teacher

PLACE – school

ANIMAL – dog

THING – book
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What Is a Common Noun?

A common noun is a general naming word.

It does not name one special person, place, 

animal or thing.
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Common and Proper Nouns

girl → Mia

city → Melbourne

dog → Max

river → Yarra River
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Capital-Letter Rule

Common nouns usually begin with a 

lowercase letter.

Proper nouns begin with a capital letter.
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Common Nouns for People

teacher

child

doctor

friendPREVIEW



Common Nouns for Places

school

park

library

beachPREVIEW



Common Nouns for Animals

dog

bird

koala

horsePREVIEW



Common Nouns for Things

book

ball

pencil

bagPREVIEW



Your Turn: Sort the Nouns

teacher  •  park  •  koala  •  pencil

Which noun is a person, place, animal or thing?
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Sorting Answer

PERSON – teacher

PLACE – park

ANIMAL – koala

THING – pencil
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Noun Hunt

The child carried a book to school.

Find the three common nouns.
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Noun Hunt Answer

child

book

school
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Common or Proper?

river  •  Melbourne  •  dog  •  Max

Which two are common nouns?
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Common or Proper? Answer

river and dog are common nouns.

Melbourne and Max are proper nouns.
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Build a Noun Sentence

Use both common nouns in one sentence:

teacher  •  park
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Model Sentence

The teacher walked to the park.

teacher and park are common nouns.
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Stand or Sit

Stand when you hear a common noun.

Sit when you hear a name.

dog  •  Ruby  •  beach  •  Sydney  •  ball
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Common Noun Recap

A common noun is a general naming word.

It can name a person, place, animal or thing.

It usually begins with a lowercase letter.
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Exit Ticket

Say one common noun for each group:

person  •  place  •  animal  •  thing
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Well Done!
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Common Nouns 
Quiz
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Question 1

Which word is a common noun?

A) Sofia

B) dog

C) Australia

D) FridayPREVIEW



Answer 1

B) dog

dog is a general name for an animal.
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Question 2

Which common noun names a person?

A) teacher

B) park

C) pencil

D) rabbitPREVIEW



Answer 2

A) teacher

teacher names a person.
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Question 3

True or false?

Common nouns usually begin with a capital 

letter.PREVIEW



Answer 3

False.

Common nouns usually begin with a 

lowercase letter.PREVIEW



Question 4

Find the common nouns:

The bird sat on the fence.
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Answer 4

bird and fence
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Question 5

Which word names a place?

A) library

B) koala

C) ball

D) doctorPREVIEW



Answer 5

A) library

library names a place.
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Question 6

Which word is a common noun?

A) Melbourne

B) city

C) Monday

D) AustraliaPREVIEW



Answer 6

B) city

city is a general place name.
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Question 7

Which word names an animal?

A) child

B) horse

C) school

D) beachPREVIEW



Answer 7

B) horse

horse names an animal.
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Question 8

Which word names a thing?

A) book

B) beach

C) doctor

D) catPREVIEW



Answer 8

A) book

book names a thing.
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Question 9

Match each common noun to its group:

teacher  •  park  •  dog  •  pencil
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Answer 9

PERSON – teacher

PLACE – park

ANIMAL – dog

THING – pencil
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Question 10

Say a sentence that uses these two common 

nouns:

child  •  ballPREVIEW



Answer 10

Example:

The child kicked the ball.
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Well Done!
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