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Teacher quick-start | Year 6 | Five lessons of 55 minutes

Prior knowledge: learners can follow a short proposal, ask a basic question and identify a 

main point. Read 70–100-word proposal panels aloud when useful. Model spoken replies in 

short chunks. Diagnose reasoning rather than reading fluency.

Prepare: print or display the three inquiry displays (pp. 8–10) and the reference. Cut 

questioner and respondent cards apart; keep checks and red models hidden until recording 

is complete. Prepare P1–P3 levels, six workshop mats/goal sets, individual records, fresh 

transfer and fresh-inquiry assessment. Use supplied card sets, pencils and optional 

highlighters. No purchases, tools, devices, real interviews or outings are needed.

Teach the routine: name missing information; ask a useful question; listen; paraphrase and 

confirm; test an assumption or evidence limit; explain what changed and remains unknown. 

Respondents use supplied facts and say “not stated”. Rotate roles; each child must make 

their own responsive reasoning moves. Check banks accept relevant alternative wording, not 

invented facts.

Access: offer thinking time, teacher reading, partner rehearsal, written or pointed question 

messages, communication boards or a scribe. The child chooses questions and interprets 

answers. Fade frames. Never require personal disclosure or assess accent, eye contact, 

posture, loudness or handwriting speed.

Assessment: fresh-inquiry stays unseen until lesson 5. Observe every learner in an active 

turn, then collect their independent record. Use a second brief exchange if evidence is 

missing. Quiz and peer ticks support teaching but do not certify attainment. All scenarios 

and dates are fictional.

Pacing: the five 55-minute lessons are guides. Allow about five to six minutes for a complete 

inquiry case, including an individual record. Use further workshop goals across repeated 

practice. Complete any remaining individual observations in another short session before 

making an attainment judgement.
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Lesson 1: Ask for the missing meaning

Learning intention: Choose a purposeful precise or open question and explain what 

information it seeks.

5 min | Diagnostic

Show only library making-session proposal. Ask “What would you need to know?” Hear a 

question from each pupil, through talk, writing or pointing to a learner-chosen message. 

Diagnose meaning, not fluency.

12 min | Explicit model

Use the question display (p. 8) and the full library making-session eight-turn model. Think 

aloud: “Soon does not tell me when. Everyone may mean beginners, not unlimited places.” 

Demonstrate a closed confirmation and an open preparation question.

8 min | Guided revision

Write “Why?” Ask “Why what?” Jointly improve it to “How can people record interest in 

another session?” Explain that an unbooked session remains uncertain.

20 min | Practice

Use P1 support/core/extension. Pair a questioner and respondent using cut library making-

session cards. Swap roles. Hide respondent facts until the pupil has used the reply. Support 

with read-aloud and temporary frame, core with two questions, extension with alternative-

answer consequences.

5 min | Individual check

Each pupil gives a useful question and its purpose. Check that the wording names the 

information need, then asks about it.

5 min | Exit and feedback

Ask why a closed question can be useful. Accept “It confirms a precise detail, such as 

whether booking is needed.” If wording stays vague, next task is to name the uncertain word 

or detail before asking.
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Lesson 2: Use the answer and check it

Learning intention: Paraphrase a reply accurately, preserve the loan condition and name a 

remaining information gap.

5 min | Retrieve

Revisit the library making-session booking condition. Ask pupils to distinguish confirmed 

and possible information.

12 min | Explicit model

Use the condition display (p. 9), equipment-loan cards and the full six-turn model. Model 

“lend” during the workshop only. Attribute the volunteer’s observation to one first group.

8 min | Guided repair

Display “All beginners can take a set home.” Identify the changed meaning. Joint repair: 

pairs share six supervised sets among twelve learners during the workshop only.

20 min | Practice

P2 support/core/extension, then exchanges with roles swapped. Use a temporary 

paraphrase frame for support. Core checks conditions and a gap. Extension compares the 

past observation with future needs.

5 min | Individual check

Hear or read one faithful summary from each pupil. Ask which condition they kept and what 

is unknown.

5 min | Exit and feedback

Accept alternatives to sharing or transport as missing information, not the already-supplied 

number of sets. If a pupil repeats words without preserving meaning, next task is to restate 

the loan limit in their own words and confirm it.PREVIEW



Lesson 3: Test the claim respectfully

Learning intention: Test who evidence concerns, distinguish supported and unsupported 

claims, and adapt clear questions for a librarian.

5 min | Retrieve

Ask pupils to repair a take-home loan assumption using the equipment-loan reply.

12 min | Explicit model

the claim display (p. 10), reading-project role cards and full six-turn model. Ask who was 

asked, what was recorded and what supports “best”. Preserve seven and three in this group. 

Explain preferences do not measure reading improvement.

8 min | Guided wording

Turn “That proves nothing!” into “Could you explain which evidence supports the best plan?” 

Keep the investigation respectful without accepting an unsupported claim.

20 min | Practice

P3 support/core/extension with questioner/respondent inquiry. Support choices fade after 

the first turn. Core supplies two questions and qualified summary. Extension compares 

question consequences and identifies sufficiency gaps.

5 min | Individual check

Each pupil explains one supported statement and one unsupported part. Accept different 

accurate routes that preserve scope.

5 min | Exit and feedback

Ask for one useful next evidence question. Target any universal overclaim: next task is to 

replace everyone with the actual group and name what wider information is missing.PREVIEW



Lesson 4: Inquiry workshop

Learning intention: Use responsive questions and a checked paraphrase in an information 

gap, then transfer the routine to a fresh poster claim.

5 min | Retrieve

Use the inquiry reference. Pupils name the sequence ask, listen, check and use the reply.

10 min | Full training turn

Read the fresh puzzle-club exchange on the workshop setup (p. 36). Model how one booked 

Wednesday session differs from “after school” without qualification. Complete every field on 

the individual workshop record (p. 56) using the example.

25 min | Rotate and inquire

Groups of three or four use goals from six contexts and eighteen cases. Begin with one 

context; allow five to six minutes per case and give each pupil an active questioner turn. The 

questioner sees only the proposal, the respondent keeps facts, and the checker releases the 

bank after the individual record. Rotate after each case. Continue further goals in practice 

while the teacher observes in lesson 5 or in another short session. Across repeated practice, 

support targets two contexts/six goals, core four/twelve, extension six/eighteen plus 

possible-answer consequences. There is no race.

10 min | Fresh transfer

Use poster-proofreading cards and the poster-proofreading individual record. Ask what 

was checked and what remains unconfirmed. Release red model after completion. A spelling 

check is not a full event-fact check.

5 min | Reflect and feedback

Each pupil names a reply that changed their understanding. Retry any distorted 

paraphrase with the original fact. Give a precise next move rather than rewarding 

confidence or speed.PREVIEW



Lesson 5: Fresh inquiry and explanation

Learning intention: Independently ask, use and verify replies, test a claim limit and explain 

revised understanding in a new inquiry.

5 min | Retrieve

Use old examples to retrieve clarify, paraphrase, evidence, condition and uncertain. Do not 

reveal fresh-inquiry respondent facts.

5 min | Criteria

Teach the four criteria from the rubric without fresh-inquiry answers. Explain that a useful 

question must lead to reply-use, a tested assumption and revised understanding.

25 min | Begin individual observations

Give each questioner only the fresh questioner card (p. 61). Teacher or partner answers 

neutrally from the hidden respondent card (p. 62). Teacher cycles small groups while others 

practise old workshop contexts. Capture each observed active turn on the observation sheet 

(p. 65). Keep a simple class list of learners still to observe; complete their observations in 

another short session before judging attainment. If evidence is incomplete, observe a second 

brief exchange about a different unasked detail. Never credit another pupil’s reasoning.

15 min | Independent record

Learner completes fresh-inquiry record with exact question/purpose, actual reply, faithful 

paraphrase, supported claim, unresolved point and change. Provide read-aloud, time, 

learner-selected written messages or a scribe without supplying reasoning. Keep red models 

hidden until assessment ends.

5 min | Feedback

Use both rubric pages and peer/reflection record. Secure needs meaningful observed 

answer-use and all four criteria. State a precise next task: keep a condition, name the 

uncertain claim or ask for the missing evidence. Do not grade eye contact, posture, accent, 

volume or speed.
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Our inquiry goal

Ask a useful question.

Listen and check the answer.

Test a claim or condition.

Explain what you now understand.

PREVIEW



What is missing?

“A making session will be open to everyone soon.”

What would you need to know?

Tell a partner one question and why it would help.

PREVIEW



Clear meaning

Clarify means check unclear meaning.

“What do you mean by everyone?”

Precise means name the detail you need.

“What day and time is the session?”

PREVIEW



Open and closed questions

Closed: “Is booking required?”

This checks one precise detail.

Open: “What will a beginner need?”

This invites an explanation.

Choose the question for your purpose.

PREVIEW



The library proposal

“A making session will be open to everyone soon. Materials are 

ready. You can come with a friend.”

Original fictional classroom scenario

PREVIEW



A useful first question

“When you say everyone, do you mean beginners too, and is there 

a limit?”

What information does this question seek?

PREVIEW



The librarian’s reply

“Beginners are welcome. Each session has eight places. Booking is 

required.”

What does everyone mean here?

PREVIEW



Ask for the precise time

Pupil: “What day and time is the session?”

Librarian: “Saturday 18 April 2026, 10–11 am.”

These are fictional scenario dates.

PREVIEW



Follow up

Pupil: “What will a beginner need, and is a second session 

confirmed?”

Librarian: “We supply eight paper kits. Bring no materials. A 

second session is possible but not booked.”

PREVIEW



Paraphrase and confirm

“So beginners can book one of eight places, the kit is supplied 

and a second session is uncertain. Have I understood?”

“Yes.”

“What is the way to record interest?”

“That is not stated.”

PREVIEW



Repair an assumption

“No booking is needed. Everyone can attend.”

Which reply does this ignore?

Repair: “Beginners are welcome, but there are eight places and 

booking is required.”

PREVIEW



Choose suitable wording

To a friend: “Want to book? They supply kits.”

To the librarian: “Could you explain how we can book a place?”

The audience changes your wording.

Keep the facts the same.

PREVIEW



The equipment offer

“The club will lend tools so all beginners can take part.”

What might lend mean?

What might all promise?

PREVIEW



Check the loan condition

Pupil: “During the workshop or at home too?”

Respondent: “During the supervised workshop only. The sets stay 

here.”

A condition limits the offer.

PREVIEW



Ask how sharing works

“How will twelve learners use six sets?”

“Pairs share. Bookings record who needs a set.”

A volunteer says the first twelve learners managed well in pairs.

PREVIEW



Use the answer

“So pairs share six sets during the workshop, with no take-home 

loan. Have I understood?”

“That is right.”

What important condition did the pupil keep?

PREVIEW



A useful remaining question

“What if sharing does not work for a learner?”

“An alternative is not stated.”

The first group’s experience does not prove every future need is 

met.

PREVIEW



Unknown means unknown

Not stated: transport and alternatives to sharing.

Do not invent a reassuring answer.

Ask what information would help next.

PREVIEW



The reading project

“Everyone wants more illustrated stories, so changing the library 

collection is the best plan.”

Which words need checking?

PREVIEW



Ask who and what

“Who was asked, and what did they say?”

“Ten pupils. Seven preferred illustrated stories. Three preferred 

mixed formats.”

Only this group was asked.

PREVIEW



Test the scope

“What reasons did they give?”

“Reasons were not recorded.”

Access needs were not recorded either.

The result reports preferences, not reading improvement.

PREVIEW



Challenge respectfully

“What shows changing the collection is the best plan?”

“We do not have the budget or current collection details.”

Question the evidence, not the person.

PREVIEW



A qualified summary

“Most of this group preferred illustrated stories, but not everyone 

did. We cannot yet call the change the best plan.”

“Is that fair?”

“Yes. Reasons and access needs would help.”

PREVIEW



Enough evidence?

Sufficient means enough for the conclusion.

Ten pupils’ preferences tell us about that group.

What else would we need before deciding on a collection change?

PREVIEW



Prepare the inquiry workshop

Questioner sees the proposal first.

Respondent uses the fact card.

Listener notices meaning.

Checker opens the bank after recording.

Rotate after every case.

PREVIEW



A fresh training turn

“Our puzzle club is open after school.”

“What day and time, and do I book?”

“Wednesday, 3:15–3:45. Ten places. Booking required.”

“What will I need?”

“Puzzle sheets are supplied.”

PREVIEW



Finish the training turn

“So I book one of ten places and bring no puzzle sheets. Is that 

right? Are other days planned?”

“Yes. Other sessions are not confirmed.”

What did the answer change about open after school?

PREVIEW



Your own record

Write your exact question and its purpose.

Keep the actual reply.

Paraphrase and confirm a condition.

Explain what changed and what remains unknown.
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Poster proofreading

Claim: “The poster was checked, so every detail is correct.”

Ask which details were checked.

Use the transfer cards.

Do not assume a writing check confirms event arrangements.
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Fresh inquiry criteria

Ask for needed meaning or information.

Use the reply and confirm your paraphrase.

Test an assumption or evidence limit.

Explain your revised understanding.

Your own active turn is the evidence.

PREVIEW



Reflect on a reply

Which reply changed your thinking?

What condition did you keep?

What is still unknown?

Name your next useful question.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Question 1

Meet soon.

Which question checks the time?

A Is it nice?

B What day and time will we meet?

C Why?

PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. “What day and time will we meet?”

It names the missing time.
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Question 2

Bring something useful.

Which question clarifies useful?

A Which materials do you mean by useful?

B Is the room big?

C Can I leave early?

PREVIEW



Answer 2

A. “Which materials do you mean by useful?”

It asks what the unclear word means.

PREVIEW



Question 3

Which is an open question?

A Is booking needed?

B How will groups use the space?

C Is it on Monday?

PREVIEW



Answer 3

B invites an explanation.

The closed questions can still help check precise details.
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Question 4

“You may borrow the markers during the session, but they 

stay here.”

Which paraphrase keeps the condition?

A I can take them home.

B I can use them during the session and leave them here.

PREVIEW



Answer 4

B. Use during the session, with no take-home loan.

The condition must stay in the summary.
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Question 5

“Only four of the six volunteers tried the new labels.”

Does this show every volunteer tested them?
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Answer 5

No. Four volunteers tried them.

Do not turn four into every volunteer.
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Question 6

A speaker says the plan worked well.

Which question checks their evidence?

A What happened, and how did you check?

B Are you always right?

C Do you like the colour?
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Answer 6

A. Ask what happened and how it was checked.

This investigates evidence instead of attacking the speaker.
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Question 7

A speaker cannot confirm the second session.

What should your summary say?
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Answer 7

The second session is unconfirmed.

Do not invent a date or promise it will happen.
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Question 8

A visiting coordinator says everyone found a guide easy.

Which challenge is respectful?

A Who tried it, and what did you check?

B You know nothing!

C Why are you always wrong?
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Answer 8

A. Ask about the people and the check.

Clear, respectful wording investigates the claim.
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Question 9

“The five responses all requested larger text. Colours were not 

discussed.”

What does this support?

A Everyone wants a new colour.

B These five requested larger text.

C Everyone likes the current colour.

PREVIEW



Answer 9

B. These five requested larger text.

There is no evidence about colours or all other people.
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Question 10

Reply: “Three places are still available. Booking closes on Friday.”

What should you do after this useful answer?
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Answer 10

Paraphrase and confirm: “So there are three places now and I 

need to book by Friday. Is that right?”

I know the limit and deadline. The booking method is still unknown.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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