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Choosing Verbs and Adverbs
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Learning Goal

• Choose precise verbs that fit a specific context.

• Add adverbs or adverbials only when they contribute useful meaning.

• Explain how word choice and placement affect tone, emphasis and clarity.

Success check: I can revise a weak sentence and justify my choices.
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Verbs Do the Heavy Lifting

went = general movement

walked = clear but neutral

strode = confident and purposeful

crept = cautious and quiet

stumbled = unsteady or accidental

One precise verb can replace a whole explanation.
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Match the Verb to the Context

• Physical action: sprinted, assembled, drifted

• Dialogue: warned, pleaded, admitted

• Thought: realised, suspected, wondered

• State: remained, belonged, appeared

Ask: What is happening —and what should the reader infer?
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A Precision Ladder

General: looked

Quick: glanced

Fixed: stared

Careful: peered

Searching: scanned

The words are related, but their duration, purpose and tone are different.
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Dialogue Verbs Reveal Tone

said is often accurate and unobtrusive.

Use alternatives only when they reveal something useful:

• warned — caution

• insisted — firmness

• stammered — uncertainty

• exclaimed —excitement

Match the verb to volume, emotion and intention.
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Use a Thesaurus Critically

Before replacing a word, check:

• Meaning — Is it truly a synonym here?

• Register — Is it right for the audience?

• Grammar — Does it fit the sentence?

• Connotation — What feeling does it carry?

• Intensity — Is it too weak or too strong?

The biggest word is not always the best word.
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What Adverbs Add

How — carefully / with great care

When — tomorrow / after the storm

Where — nearby / beyond the gate

Frequency — rarely / every week

Degree — almost / extremely

Adverb information can be a single word, a phrase or a clause.
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More Than -ly

Not every adverb ends in - ly:

• soon tells when

• outside tells where

• often tells frequency

• almost tells degree

• with great care tells how

And not every - ly word is an adverb: friendly is usually an adjective.
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Placement Controls Emphasis

Only Maya revised the ending. → nobody else did

Maya only revised the ending. → revising was her sole action

Maya revised only the ending. → no other section changed

Place the adverb beside the idea you want it to modify.
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Strong Verb or Verb + Adverb?

ran quickly → sprinted

looked carefully → examined

went slowly and heavily → trudged

Keep an adverb when it adds new information:

whispered urgently

sprinted uphill

examined repeatedly
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Avoid Redundant Combinations

Redundant: whispered quietly, sprinted quickly, shouted loudly

Sharper: whispered, sprinted, shouted

Purposeful: whispered urgently, sprinted uphill, shouted from the balcony

Test: Does the adverb add information the verb does not already carry?
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Worked Revision 1

Weak: The frightened dog went across the yard quickly.

Step 1 — Choose a precise verb: darted

Step 2 — Keep useful context: across the yard

Step 3 — Remove redundant detail

Revised: The frightened dog darted across the yard.
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Worked Revision 2

Neutral: The visitor moved through the corridor.

Uneasy mood: The visitor crept silently through the corridor.

Confident mood: The visitor strode directly through the corridor.

The verb sets the action; the adverbial refines manner or direction.
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Editing Checklist

• Is the verb precise and grammatical?

• Does each adverb add useful information?

• Is the word choice right for audience and context?

• Is the placement clear?

• Can I remove redundancy?

• Can I explain the effect?
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Guided Practice

Revise with a partner:

1. The cyclist went down the hill quickly.

2. Ava said loudly, “Move away from the edge!”

3. The scientist looked carefully at the unusual result.

For each revision, name the effect you created.
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Suggested Revisions

1. The cyclist hurtled down the hill.

→ speed and little control

2. Ava warned, “Move away from the edge!”

→ urgent caution

3. The scientist scrutinised the unusual result.

→ close, deliberate study

Other answers are valid when context and effect are justified.
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Exit Challenge

Weak mini - scene:

The rain came down loudly. Tomas went quickly to the shelter.

Revise both sentences.

• Underline your precise verbs.

• Circle purposeful adverb information.

• Explain one effect in a complete sentence.
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Well Done!
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Choosing Verbs and Adverbs
Quiz
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Question 1

Which verb best shows that the character moved cautiously?

A. walked

B. crept

C. went

D. travelled
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Answer 1

B. crept

Crept suggests slow, cautious movement.

PREVIEW



Question 2

True or false?

An adverb can tell when an action happens.
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Answer 2

True

Example: The bus arrives soon.

Soon tells when.
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Question 3

Replace said with a verb that matches the warning.

“Keep away from the edge!” Ava said.
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Answer 3

Example answer: warned

Shouted may also be accepted if the context supports volume.
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Question 4

Which sentence avoids redundancy?

A. She whispered quietly.

B. He sprinted quickly.

C. They smiled happily.

D. She whispered urgently.
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Answer 4

D. She whispered urgently.

Urgently adds information that whispered does not already carry.
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Question 5

True or false?

Every word ending in - ly is an adverb.
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Answer 5

False

Friendly usually functions as an adjective.
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Question 6

In this sentence, name the two adverbs or adverbials and what each tells.

The team will practise outside tomorrow.
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Answer 6

outside — tells where

tomorrow — tells when
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Question 7

Which word best completes the sentence?

The scientist ___ the unusual result before recording it.

A. saw   B. looked   C. examined   D. went
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Answer 7

C. examined

Examined shows close, deliberate observation.
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Question 8

True or false?

Moving only can change which part of a sentence is emphasised.
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Answer 8

True

Only Maya revised the ending.

Maya revised only the ending.

The position changes the emphasis.
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Question 9

Improve the sentence with a precise verb, then explain the effect.

The cyclist went down the hill quickly.
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Answer 9

Example: The cyclist hurtled down the hill.

Hurtled suggests great speed and little control.
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Question 10

Which revision is most precise and least cluttered?

A. The door slammed loudly.

B. The door closed very noisily.

C. The door slammed.

D. The door went shut quickly.
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Answer 10

C. The door slammed.

Slammed already carries the idea of force and noise.
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Well Done!
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