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Learning goal

We are learning to describe how likely familiar events are.

We will use three chance phrases: won't happen, might happen, and 

will happen.
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Chance words

WON'T HAPPEN = impossible

MIGHT HAPPEN = possible

WILL HAPPEN = certain
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Won't happen

Use won't happen when an event is impossible.

Example: A cat won't hatch from an egg.
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Think–Pair–Share

Name one familiar event that won't happen.

Tell your partner why it is impossible.
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Might happen

Use might happen when an event is possible, but not certain.

Example: It might rain after school.
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Think–Pair–Share

Name one familiar event that might happen today.

What could make it happen?
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Will happen

Use will happen when an event is certain.

Example: The sun will set tonight.
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Think–Pair–Share

Name one familiar event that will happen.

Tell your partner how you know.
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A likelihood line

WON'T HAPPEN  ← less likely  — more likely  → WILL HAPPEN

MIGHT HAPPEN sits between them.
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Bag A

Imagine a bag with six blue counters.

Every counter in the bag is blue.
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What could we draw?

If we take one counter from Bag A without looking, what chance 

phrase describes getting blue?

Tell your partner why.
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Answer

Getting blue WILL HAPPEN.

Every counter in Bag A is blue.
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Bag B

Bag B has three red counters and three yellow counters.

If we take one counter, could it be red?
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Answer

Getting red MIGHT HAPPEN.

Red counters are in the bag, but yellow counters are there too.
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No green counters

Bag B has red and yellow counters only.

What chance phrase describes getting green?
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Answer

Getting green WON'T HAPPEN.

There are no green counters in Bag B.
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Weather chance

The sky is cloudy. Could it rain later?

Choose won't happen, might happen, or will happen.
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Answer

It MIGHT HAPPEN.

Rain is possible, but it is not certain.
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Quick check

1. A triangle has three sides.

2. A cat will drive a bus.

3. Your friend may wear a blue shirt tomorrow.
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Quick check answers

1. WILL HAPPEN

2. WON'T HAPPEN

3. MIGHT HAPPEN
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Create your own

Draw or tell one familiar event for each phrase.

• won't happen

• might happen

• will happen

Explain how you know.
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Well Done!
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Chance Quiz
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Question 1

Multiple choice

What will happen tomorrow morning?

A. The sun will rise

B. A dog will fly to school

C. A chair will sing

D. The moon will turn into cheese
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Answer 1

A. The sun will rise

This event WILL HAPPEN.
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Question 2

True or false?

A pet dog will sing a song before dinner.
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Answer 2

False.

This event WON'T HAPPEN.
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Question 3

Short answer

On your next birthday, will you be one year older?

Write WON'T, MIGHT or WILL.
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Answer 3

WILL

You will be one year older on your next birthday.
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Question 4

Multiple choice

A bag has five blue counters and no other colours. What colour will 

you draw?

A. Blue

B. Red

C. Green

D. YellowPREVIEW



Answer 4

A. Blue

Drawing blue WILL HAPPEN.
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Question 5

True or false?

It might rain tomorrow.
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Answer 5

True.

Rain tomorrow is possible, but not certain, so it MIGHT HAPPEN.
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Question 6

Short answer

Your teacher will ride a dragon to school tomorrow.

Write WON'T, MIGHT or WILL.
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Answer 6

WON'T

Riding a dragon to school is impossible.

PREVIEW



Question 7

Multiple choice

A bag has red and yellow counters. What is the chance of drawing 

red?

A. Won't happen

B. Might happen

C. Will happen

D. Cannot tellPREVIEW



Answer 7

B. Might happen

Red is possible, but yellow could be drawn too.
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Question 8

True or false?

A fish will live in water.
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Answer 8

True.

Living in water WILL HAPPEN for a fish.
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Question 9

Short answer

Write one familiar event that might happen today.
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Answer 9

Sample answer: I might read a book after school.

Other sensible possible events are correct.
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Question 10

Multiple choice

A spinner has equal purple and green sections. What is the chance of 

landing on purple?

A. Won't happen

B. Might happen

C. Will happen

D. ImpossiblePREVIEW



Answer 10

B. Might happen

The spinner could land on purple or green.
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Well Done!
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