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Teacher Guide — Calendar Journeys

Purpose: Use real September and October 2026 calendars to 

find dates, order events and explain the duration between them. 

Five lessons of 30–40 minutes, with short literacy and movement 

breaks.

Equipment: enlarged calendar, R1 display, R2 date cards, R3 

worksheets, R4 game cards and key, counters, pencils, teaching 

clock or safe timer if comparing scales.

Before teaching: verify that 1 September 2026 is Tuesday; 4 and 

11 September are Fridays; 30 September is Wednesday; 1 

October is Thursday. September has 30 days and October has 

31.

Diagnostic: show 4→11 September and 30 September→1 

October without answers. Ask each child to point to the dates 

and say what comes next. Record whether order, counting, or 

month boundaries need support.

Success evidence: the learner finds an event, sequences dates, 

compares two gaps and explains the calendar steps. Accept 

pointing or oral explanation when writing is not the target.PREVIEW



Lessons 1–3

Lesson 1 — Read days and weeks. Show R1, model 4→11 

September as seven steps, then contrast 30 September→1 

October as one step. Use R2 cards. Check one example from 

every learner.

Lesson 2 — Cross a week or month boundary. Revisit only 

insecure entry knowledge. Model 11→18 September, then guide 

R3 worksheet 1. Change the end date to 19 September and ask 

why the answer changes.

Lesson 3 — Compare actual month lengths. Show September 30 

days and October 31. Contrast four weeks = 28 days. Model one 

R4 detective turn, including a wrong guess and a respectful 

correction. Learners complete R3 worksheet 2 and play using 

evidence on every turn.

Detective cards 1–6 teacher key: 1 three days; 2 three days; 3 

seven days / one week; 4 eight days, not one week; 5 three days; 

6 one day, not one month. Cards 7–12 have a cut-off key on 

their sheet.

Support: give labelled calendars and counters, and let children 

point while speaking. Core: mix familiar and new intervals, 

always asking for a reason. Extension: repair a false claim 

about month length; keep the same calendar target.

PREVIEW



Lessons 4–5 and assessment

Lesson 4 — Transfer to yearly events. Locate 11 September 2026 

and the same date in 2027. Use R3 worksheet 3 and R5 rehearsal 

pages. Correct one specific calendar-counting error, then give a 

fresh matched case.

Lesson 5 — Independent evidence. Recap success criteria 

without the answer. Give R6 assessment. Children locate A, B 

and C, order dates, count A→B and B→C, and compare. A valid 

oral, pointing or written response may be recorded.

Marking: A→B is seven days. B→C is twenty days: 11→30 

September is nineteen days, then 1 October adds one. B→C is 

thirteen days longer. Accept a clear equivalent route through 

the calendar.

Use R7 rubric for concept, application, evidence and transfer. 

Record the actual observation and one next teaching step. Do 

not score neatness or an accepted response mode.

Boundary: before/after gives order, while duration needs a 

counted interval. Month lengths vary; never teach every month 

as four weeks or thirty days.PREVIEW
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What will we learn?

Find a date on a calendar.

Put events in order.

Count day-to-day steps to compare gaps.

First: what comes after 30 September? Are 4 and 11 September 

on the same weekday?

PREVIEW



Calendar words

Day: one date to the next.

Week: seven days.

Month: a named part of a year; lengths vary.

Year: the cycle of months. Duration: how long a gap lasts.

PREVIEW



Read the real calendar

September 2026 begins on Tuesday 1.

Friday 4 and Friday 11 are one week apart.

Wednesday 30 September is followed by Thursday 1 October.

Use the Calendar Journeys display to point to each date.

PREVIEW



Model a week

Start at Friday 4 September.

Move one date at a time to Friday 11 September.

Count seven day-to-day steps.

The gap is seven days, or one week.

PREVIEW



A careful contrast

Wednesday 30 September comes before Thursday 1 October.

Only one day-to-day step passes.

A new month name does not mean a whole month has passed.

PREVIEW



Your turn: count

Find Friday 11 September and Friday 18 September.

How many day-to-day steps?

Point on the calendar before you answer.

PREVIEW



Explain the answer

11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18 September.→ → → → → → →

That is seven steps, so seven days or one week.

Both dates are Fridays.

PREVIEW



Cross a month boundary

Start on Wednesday 30 September.

Move to Thursday 1 October, then Friday 2 October.

Two steps pass, so the gap is two days.

PREVIEW



A detective turn

Pick a date card. Point to the start date.

Move one day at a time to the end date.

Name the duration and show your evidence.

Your partner checks the teacher key.

PREVIEW



Independent challenge

From Friday 4 September to Monday 7 September:

count the steps on the calendar.

Is the gap a full week? Explain your answer.

PREVIEW



Check a common claim

A pupil says: “Every month is four weeks.”

Four weeks is 28 days.

September 2026 has 30 days; October has 31.

Use the calendar to repair the claim.

PREVIEW



An event next year

An event is on 11 September 2026.

It recurs on 11 September 2027.

The same calendar date arrives in the next year: one calendar 

year passes.

PREVIEW



Choose a learning route

Support: use a labelled calendar and counters.

Core: solve mixed dates and give reasons.

Extension: diagnose “Every month is 28 days.”

The target stays date order and calendar evidence.

PREVIEW



Show what you know

Find the three event dates on the assessment calendar.

Put them in order. Compare A B and B C.→ →

Show the counted dates or explain aloud.

Work independently; no answer is displayed here.

PREVIEW



Reflect on evidence

Which date did I find accurately?

How did I count the days between two dates?

What calendar step will I practise next?

PREVIEW



Remember the difference

Before and after tell us the order.

A counted gap tells us duration.

Name the unit: days, weeks, months or years.

Use the actual calendar as evidence.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
Check dates and count day steps.

PREVIEW



Calendar Journeys Quiz
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Question 1

How far apart are 4 and 11 September 2026?

PREVIEW



Answer 1

Seven days, or one week.

Both dates are Fridays; count seven date-to-date steps.

PREVIEW



Question 2

What date follows 30 September 2026?

PREVIEW



Answer 2

1 October 2026.

Only one day passes across the month boundary.

PREVIEW



Question 3

Is every month exactly four weeks? Explain.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

No. Four weeks is 28 days.

September 2026 has 30 days.

PREVIEW



Question 4

From 11 to 19 September 2026, how many days pass?

PREVIEW



Answer 4

Eight days.

Count eight day-to-day steps from the 11th to the 19th.

PREVIEW



Question 5

Change only the end date to 18 September.

Is the gap from 11 September now one week?

PREVIEW



Answer 5

Yes. 11 18 is seven days, one week.→

11 19 is eight days; changing the end date changes the gap.→

PREVIEW



Question 6

A pupil says 30 September to 1 October is one month.

Repair the claim.

PREVIEW



Answer 6

Only one day passes.

The month name changes after 30 September, but the dates are 

consecutive.

PREVIEW



Question 7

Calendar Detective: 4 September to 7 September.

How long is the gap?

PREVIEW



Answer 7

Three days.

Count 4 5, 5 6 and 6 7 September.→ → →

PREVIEW



Question 8

Compare 4 11 September and 11 18 September.→ →

Are the gaps the same?

PREVIEW



Answer 8

Yes. Each gap is seven days, or one week.

Both run from a Friday to the next Friday.

PREVIEW



Question 9

Put 29 Sep, 30 Sep, 1 Oct and 2 Oct in order.

How many days from first to last?

PREVIEW



Answer 9

29 Sep  30 Sep  1 Oct  2 Oct.→ → →

Three day-to-day steps: three days.

PREVIEW



Question 10

What calendar evidence supports your answer to Question 9?

PREVIEW



Answer 10

Point to the three steps: 29 30 Sep,→

30 Sep 1 Oct, and 1 2 Oct.→ →

A guess alone is not enough evidence.

PREVIEW



Question 11

“Every month has 30 days.”

Accept this claim or repair it.

PREVIEW



Answer 11

Repair it. September has 30 days,

but October has 31 days. Month lengths vary.

PREVIEW



Question 12

A: 4 Sep. B: 11 Sep. C: 1 Oct.

Order them. Which gap is longer: A B or B C?→ →

PREVIEW



Answer 12

Order: A, B, C. A B is 7 days; B C is 20 days.→ →

B C is longer by 13 days.→

Show the calendar counting or another valid explanation.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
Explain with calendar evidence.

PREVIEW


