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What Is Vocabulary?

Vocabulary is all the words we understand and use.

More words help us share ideas clearly.
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Four Ways We Use Words

We listen to words.

We speak words.

We read words.

We write words.
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Words Name Things

Words can name people, places, animals and things.

Examples: teacher, park, koala, backpack.
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Words Tell More

Words can name actions and feelings.

They can also describe what something is like.
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Look Closely

Name what you notice.

What can you see?

What is happening?

How does it look or feel?
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Describing Words

Describing words add detail.

A dog can be fluffy, playful, tiny or noisy.
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Synonyms

Synonyms are words with the same or nearly the same meaning.

They help us choose different ways to say an idea.
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Synonym Examples

big —huge

little —tiny

happy —glad

fast —quick

PREVIEW



Antonyms

Antonyms are words with opposite meanings.

They help us compare ideas.
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Antonym Examples

hot —cold

loud —quiet

fast —slow

happy —sad
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Use Context Clues

Look at the picture and the words around a new word.

These clues can help you work out its meaning.
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Word Clines

A word cline orders words by strength.

small → little → tiny

big → huge → enormous
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Explore A New Word

Say the word.

Clap its syllables.

Explain it in your own words.

Draw or act it.
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Use It In A Sentence

Choose a new word and say a complete sentence.

Check that the sentence shows the word's meaning.
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Try New Words

Use new words in talk, play, reading and writing.

The more you use a word, the easier it is to remember.
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Review Your Word

Can you explain the meaning?

Can you name a synonym?

Can you name an antonym?
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Well Done!
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Building Vocabulary Quiz
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Question 1

True or false: Vocabulary words help us share ideas.
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Answer 1

True. Vocabulary gives us words for our ideas.
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Question 2

Which word is a synonym for big?

A. tiny

B. huge

C. quiet

D. cold
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Answer 2

B. huge
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Question 3

Short answer: Give one word that could describe a puppy.
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Answer 3

Answers may include fluffy, playful, small, soft, cute or another sensible describing word.
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Question 4

Which word is an antonym for happy?

A. glad

B. cheerful

C. sad

D. excited
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Answer 4

C. sad
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Question 5

Short answer: Use the word tiny in a sentence.
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Answer 5

Answers will vary. Example: A tiny ant crawled on the leaf.
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Question 6

True or false: Hot and cold are synonyms.
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Answer 6

False. Hot and cold are antonyms because they have opposite meanings.
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Question 7

What does exhausted mean?

A. very tired

B. very loud

C. very small

D. very quick
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Answer 7

A. very tired
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Question 8

Short answer: How many syllables are in banana?
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Answer 8

Three syllables: ba - na- na.
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Question 9

Which word is stronger than big?

A. enormous

B. little

C. quiet

D. slow
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Answer 9

A. enormous
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Question 10

Short answer: Give two words that could describe a rainy day.
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Answer 10

Answers may include wet, cloudy, grey, cold, windy or another sensible pair.
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Well Done!
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