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Our Learning Focus

• Identify the characters, setting and key events.

• Notice rhyme, repeated language and action words.

• Retell the beginning, middle and end in order.

• Explain a story message using evidence.

• Create a new dairy adventure of your own.
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Before We Read

• Look closely at the cover and title.

• What do you predict Hairy Maclary will do?

• Where might the story happen?

• What problem could change the adventure?

• Collect clues as you read and revisit your predictions.
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Meet the Characters

• Hairy Maclary begins the journey.

• Dog friends join him along the way.

• Scarface Claw changes the mood and action.

• Actions and reactions reveal character traits.

• Who changes most from the beginning to the end?
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Find the Setting

• The title names Donaldson’s Dairy.

• Place clues help us picture the route through town.

• Sounds, objects and movement add setting detail.

• Map where the characters travel.

• How does the setting make the events possible?
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Beginning, Middle and End

• Beginning: Hairy Maclary sets off and friends join him.

• Middle: the group travels together as the pattern builds.

• End: Scarface Claw appears and the dogs race home.

• Use first, next, then and finally when you retell.
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Put Events in Order

• Hairy Maclary sets off.

• More dogs join the walk.

• Scarface Claw appears.

• The dogs run home.

• Check that each event leads logically to the next.
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Listen for Rhyme

• Rhyming words share the same or a very similar ending sound.

• Hairy and dairy make a rhyming pair in the title.

• Say a pair aloud and listen to the ending sound.

• Record more rhyming pairs you notice in the story.
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Rhythm and Repeated Language

• Repeated patterns give the story a strong beat.

• Rhythm helps readers predict and join in.

• Names and action words make the pattern change.

• Clap the beat as a favourite section is read aloud.

PREVIEW



Action Words Build Pace

• Compare walk, trot, pounce and run.

• Act out each verb and notice its speed.

• Sort action words from slowest to fastest.

• Choose precise verbs to make a retell lively.
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Feelings and Evidence

• Hairy Maclary seems confident at the start.

• The mood changes when Scarface Claw appears.

• The dogs’ actions show that they feel frightened.

• Use an event or action as evidence for a feeling.
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Compare Two Characters

• Compare Hairy Maclary and Scarface Claw.

• What does each character do?

• How does each affect the other characters?

• Name one similarity and one difference.

• Support your thinking with an event from the story.
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The Turning Point

• Scarface Claw’s appearance interrupts the repeated journey.

• The mood changes from playful to tense.

• The dogs change speed and direction.

• Explain why this moment is the story’s turning point.

PREVIEW



What Message Does the Story Share?

• A message is an idea a reader can take from a story.

• One supported message is: friends help one another.

• Use character actions and events as evidence.

• Different readers may explain a message in different words.
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Retell with Who, Where and What

• Who are the important characters?

• Where does the story happen?

• What happens first, next and finally?

• Keep the key events and leave out tiny details.
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Write a Clear Summary

• Name the main character and setting.

• Include the central events in order.

• Explain the problem and outcome.

• Aim for two or three complete sentences.

• Read it again: does it make sense to someone new?
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Plan a New Dairy Adventure

• Choose a new setting and companions.

• Add a clear beginning, problem and safe outcome.

• Include energetic action words.

• Try one rhyming pair or repeated pattern.

• Keep your character’s actions consistent.
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Well Done!
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Book Study Quiz-
Hairy Maclary from Donaldsons Dairy

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1

• Who sets off at the beginning?

• A. Hairy Maclary

• B. Scarface Claw

• C. A teacher

• D. A shopkeeper
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Answer 1

• A — Hairy Maclary sets off at the beginning.
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Question 2

• Which place is named in the title?

• A. Donaldson’s Dairy

• B. The ocean

• C. A school

• D. A playground
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Answer 2

• A — Donaldson’s Dairy.
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Question 3

• Which character makes the dogs change direction and hurry home?

• A. Hairy Maclary

• B. Scarface Claw

• C. A new puppy

• D. The dairy owner
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Answer 3

• B — Scarface Claw changes the action.
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Question 4 — True or False

• The dogs stay calm and continue in the same way after Scarface Claw appears.
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Answer 4

• False — the dogs become frightened and run home.
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Question 5

• Which words rhyme?

• A. Hairy and dairy

• B. dog and gate

• C. cat and tree

• D. moon and park
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Answer 5

• A — Hairy and dairy share the same ending sound.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

• Tell the three key parts of the story in order.

• Use beginning, middle and end.
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Answer 6

• Beginning: Hairy sets off and the dogs join him.

• Middle: the group travels together.

• End: Scarface appears and the dogs run home.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

• How do Hairy Maclary’s feelings change?

• Give one event as evidence.
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Answer 7

• He seems confident at first, then frightened when Scarface Claw appears.
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Question 8

• Which message is best supported?

• A. Friends can support one another.

• B. Problems never happen.

• C. Only the fastest dog matters.

• D. It is always safest to travel alone.
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Answer 8

• A — friends stay together and support one another.
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Question 9 — True or False

• Rhyme and repeated rhythm can help a reader predict language.
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Answer 9

• True — a repeated pattern makes parts easier to anticipate and join in with.
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Question 10 — Create

• Invent one new event for the dogs.

• Name a setting, an action word and a rhyming pair.
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Answer 10

• Answers will vary.

• Sample: At the fair, the dogs dash past a chair — fair and chair rhyme.
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Well Done!
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