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Learning Goals

We are learning to:

• identify characters, setting, problem and solution

• explain what actions reveal about characters

• find the story's message

• retell important events in order
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Before We Read

Listen and look for:

• Who is in the story?

• Where does it happen?

• What problem begins?

• How is the problem solved?
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Story Elements

Characters are the people or animals in a story.

The setting is where the story happens.

Events are the important things that happen.

As you read, collect clues about each one.
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The Beginning

At the beginning, a boy is walking with his mum.

He carries a light bag in an outdoor place near birds.

Ask: What do these details help us picture?

PRE
VIE
W



The Middle

The bag blows away and catches a bird.

This creates the story's problem: the bird cannot get free.

A man notices the problem and chooses to help.
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The Ending

The man opens the bag and frees the bird.

The bird flies away safely.

The boy sees a caring action and learns about kindness.
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Problem and Solution

Problem: A bird is trapped in the boy's bag.

Solution: A kind man opens the bag and frees the bird.

The solution works because the man acts gently and quickly.
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Caring Characters

The boy watches, wonders and learns.

The man notices a living thing in trouble and helps.

The bird changes from trapped to safe.

Compare: What does each character do?
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Character Clues

Actions are evidence.

• kind — helps the bird

• gentle — frees it safely

• curious — watches and learns

• caring — protects a living thing

Use: I think ___ because ___.PRE
VIE
W



Message in the Story

A message is an idea a story teaches us.

This story suggests: Care for living things and help when something is in trouble.

Clue 1: the man frees the bird.

Clue 2: the boy learns from his example.
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Retell in Order

First: the boy walks with his mum and carries a bag.

Next: the bag blows away.

Then: the bag catches a bird and the man helps.

Last: the bird flies away safely.
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Summarise the Story

Keep only the important parts:

• Who?

• What problem?

• What important action?

• How does it end?

A good summary is brief, clear and in order.PRE
VIE
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A Helping Heart

Plan a new story about helping an animal.

Choose a character, setting and animal.

Create a small problem.

Show a safe, caring solution.

End with what the character learns.
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Review

Can you:

• name the characters and setting?

• explain the problem and solution?

• use an action as character evidence?

• state the message?

• retell the events in order?PRE
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Well Done!
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Question One

Who are the main characters involved in the key events?

A. A boy, his mum, a man and a bird

B. Two teachers and a dog

C. A family at the beach

D. A farmer and three horsesPRE
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Answer One

A. A boy, his mum, a man and a bird

These characters take part in the story's important events.
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Question Two

True or false?

The story happens outdoors in a place near birds.
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Answer Two

True.

The outdoor setting, wind and nearby birds help the story's events happen.
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Question Three

Short answer:

What problem happens in the story?
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Answer Three

The light bag blows away and catches a bird, so the bird cannot get free.
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Question Four

Who frees the bird?

A. The boy

B. The boy's mum

C. A kind man

D. A shopkeeperPRE
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Answer Four

C. A kind man

He opens the bag and frees the bird safely.
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Question Five

Which event happens first?

A. The bird flies away.

B. The boy walks with his mum and carries a bag.

C. The man frees the bird.

D. The boy tells the story at school.PRE
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Answer Five

B. The boy walks with his mum and carries a bag.

This introduces the characters and situation.

PRE
VIE
W



Question Six

True or false?

The man's action shows kindness.
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Answer Six

True.

He notices a living thing in trouble and helps it gently.
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Question Seven

Short answer:

What does the boy learn from the man?
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Answer Seven

The boy learns to be kind, gentle and caring towards living things.

PRE
VIE
W



Question Eight

Which message best fits the story?

A. Care for living things and help those in trouble.

B. Never carry a bag outdoors.

C. Birds should not live outside.

D. Only adults can solve problems.PRE
VIE
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Answer Eight

A. Care for living things and help those in trouble.

The man's action and the boy's learning support this message.
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Question Nine

Short answer:

Retell the important events using First, Next and Last.
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Answer Nine

First, the boy carries a bag.

Next, the bag blows away and traps a bird.

Last, the man frees the bird and it flies away safely.
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Question Ten

Which is the best summary?

A. A boy's bag traps a bird; a man frees it; the boy learns kindness.

B. A bird builds a nest and sleeps.

C. A boy buys a new bag at a shop.

D. A family watches birds without a problem.PRE
VIE
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Answer Ten

A. A boy's bag traps a bird; a man frees it; the boy learns kindness.

It includes the problem, important action and ending idea.
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Well Done!
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