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Learning Intention

We are learning to blend graphemes to read words

and segment spoken words to spell them.

I can:

• spot familiar letter patterns

• work with syllables in longer words

• reread and self-correct when meaning breaks
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Two Ways Sounds Help Us

Blending joins sounds so we can read.

Segmenting separates sounds so we can spell.

Readers and writers use both strategies together.
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Three Useful Ideas

A phoneme is one sound we hear.

A grapheme is a letter or letter group that writes a sound.

A syllable is a beat in a word.

ship: 3 phonemes • sh | i | p

sunflower: 3 syllables • sun | flow | er
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What Is Blending?

Blending means joining sounds from left to right.

sh + i + p → ship

Keep the sounds close together until the word is clear.
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Five Smart Blending Moves

1. Start on the left.

2. Spot a known pattern.

3. Stretch each sound.

4. Blend a little more each time.

5. Read the whole word. Does it make sense?
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Successive Blending: shell

Begin with the first chunk and keep adding:

sh → she → shell

Now reread the whole word smoothly: shell
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One Grapheme, Different Sounds

The grapheme ch can represent different sounds:

chair → /ch/

school → /k/

chef → /sh/

Use the word and sentence meaning to choose.
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Vowel Patterns Can Change

ea: beach / steak

ow: crown / grow

oo: spoon / book

y: happy / mystery

Blend, then check which pronunciation makes sense.
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What Is Segmenting?

Segmenting means stretching a spoken word

and separating every phoneme so we can spell it.

Say it → listen →map the sounds → read it back
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Segmenting: feather

Say the whole word: feather

Clap the syllables: feath | er

Map the graphemes: f | ea | th | er

Read the whole word back.
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Syllables First

Long words feel easier when we hear their beats.

1. Clap the syllables.

2. Work with one syllable at a time.

3. Blend the parts into the whole word.

4. Reread for meaning.
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Guided Example: sunflower

Clap: sun | flow | er

Segment: s | u | n    f | l | ow    er

Blend: sun + flow + er → sunflower

Use it: The sunflower turned towards the sun.
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Read for Meaning

If a word does not make sense:

• stop and reread

• check the graphemes

• try another sound

• use the sentence meaning

Accurate readers self-correct.
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Guided Blending Practice

Blend from left to right, then say the whole word:

sh + r + i + nk + ing → shrinking

d + ay + b + r + ea + k → daybreak

w + i + n + d + ow → window
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Guided Segmenting Practice

Say, clap and map the graphemes in each word:

feather → feath | er → f | ea | th | er

brother → broth | er → b | r | o | th | er

sunset → sun | set → s | u | n | s | e | t
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Review and Exit Check

Tell a partner:

1. What does blending help us do?

2. What does segmenting help us do?

3. How can syllables help with long words?

4. What should you do when a word does not make sense?
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Well Done!
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Blending and Segmenting
Year 3 Quiz
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Question 1 • True or False

Blending joins phonemes so we can read a word.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 1

TRUE

Blending joins sounds from left to right to read the whole 

word.
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Question 2 • Multiple Choice

Which word uses ch to represent /k/?

A. chicken

B. chef

C. school

D. beach
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Answer 2

C. school

In school, ch represents /k/.
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Question 3 • Short Answer

Split sunset into syllables.

Write the syllables with a line between them.
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Answer 3

sun | set

The word has two syllables.
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Question 4 • Multiple Choice

In which word does ea represent the long-a sound?

A. beach

B. teacher

C. dream

D. steak
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Answer 4

D. steak

In steak, ea represents the long-a sound.
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Question 5 • True or False

Segmenting is mainly a reading strategy.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 5

FALSE

Segmenting separates a spoken word into sounds so we 

can spell it.
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Question 6 • Short Answer

Blend these chunks:

sh + r + i + nk + ing

What word do they make?
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Answer 6

shrinking

sh + r + i + nk + ing → shrinking
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Question 7 • Multiple Choice

Which word has two syllables?

A. shell

B. window

C. sunflower

D. school
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Answer 7

B. window

win | dow has two syllables.
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Question 8 • Multiple Choice

A word does not make sense in the sentence. What should you do 

first?

A. Skip the sentence

B. Guess from the picture

C. Reread and check the graphemes

D. Keep the wrong word
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Answer 8

C. Reread and check the graphemes

Then try another pronunciation and check the sentence 

meaning.
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Question 9 • Short Answer

Segment feather into graphemes.

Use a line between each sound chunk.
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Answer 9

f | ea | th | er

Read the whole word back: feather.
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Question 10 • True or False

The grapheme ch has the same sound in machine and 

chicken.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 10

FALSE

machine uses /sh/; chicken uses /ch/.
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Well Done!
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