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Teacher guide · Set up and lessons 1–2

Purpose
Students analyse a deliberate departure from familiar narrative or persuasive 
order. They explain how event order changes reader knowledge and expectation, 
with evidence and a possible trade-off.

Equipment and preparation
Provide both complete original Greenhouse Door texts, the display, worksheets, 
workshop cards and pencils. Read the two stories before teaching. Optional word 
processing is an access support, not a different target.

Lesson 1 · Establish a comparison model · 45–60 min
Elicit prior knowledge: narrative, report, explanation and persuasion. Without 
showing answers, ask what readers know in the first lines of each greenhouse 
story. Model time order versus told order with the display. Read the time-order 
story and opening of the adapted story. Partners identify the Friday warning and 
Monday crash, then explain one difference aloud. Collect one visible response from 
each learner.

Check and response
Ask: “Which event happened first, and which is told first?” If a learner only says 
“narrative”, return to the two exact opening details; do not reteach every genre.

Lesson 2 · Read a changed opening · 45–60 min
Read the complete adapted story. Mark the opening crisis, the “On Friday at lunch” 
move and the sentence that catches up. Think aloud what readers know at each 
point. Students complete the guided map, then explain how a delayed claim in a 
different appeal could work.

Access
Allow oral rehearsal and a partner reading of the corpus before independent 
writing. Keep the evidence–effect explanation as the common target.
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Teacher guide · Lessons 3–5

Lesson 3 · Track reader knowledge · 45–60 min
Demonstrate one whole workshop turn, including the weak answer “it is a 
narrative” and its correction with a detail, reader question and possible cost. 
Students complete the core map and explain three cards each. Listen for the 
reasoning, not merely turn-taking.

Lesson 4 · Weigh benefits and costs · 45–60 min
Use Priya’s garden-gate appeal as a fresh case. Model how the waiting classmates 
make the need concrete before the request. Students complete the fresh-case page 
and repair the rigid-template answer. Give one specific correction, then ask for a 
new application.

Lesson 5 · Independent evidence · 45–60 min
Retrieve the success criteria without showing answer pages. Students 
independently read the bridge case, explain the adaptation and effect, then write a 
complete 120–160-word account and justify/revise their opening. Apply the 
learning-evidence rubric and record a specific next step.

Support, core and extension
Support: oral planning, stage prompts and spelling access. Core: complete 
coherent account plus independent rationale. Extension: compare a plausible 
alternative order and trade-off. Accept an accessible response mode and justified 
alternative interpretation.

Marking decision
Look for a correct contrast between told and actual order, an exact detail, a 
reasoned reader effect, coherent complete writing and a substantive revision. The 
red pages are examples, not the only valid answers. Do not grade effort, neatness 
or an accepted dialect.
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Teacher guide · Workshop key

Card check routine
For every card, the partner asks: What is the usual order or direct claim? What 
changed? Which concrete detail supports your reading? What may the reader 
gain, and what could it cost?

A–F sample checks
A: found map before search →mystery / delayed cause. B: heat before shade 
request → concrete need / delayed claim. C: finish before missed turn → curiosity / 
unclear path. D: apology before breakage → question / delayed context. E: empty 
bottles before station request → need / delayed proposal. F: reunion before search 
→ relief / reduced search suspense.

G–L sample checks
G: lights return before cut → result first / delayed cause. H: turned-away reader 
before library-hours proposal → personal need / delayed claim. I: rescue before 
warning → urgency / context withheld. J: counterargument before screen-time 
claim → fair-mindedness / claim delayed. K: damaged beds before fence inspection 
→ concern / cause withheld. L: encore before lost music → outcome first / rehearsal 
story delayed.

Common misconception
A genre label or a rigid list of introduction–reasons–conclusion does not explain 
why this writer chose this order. Ask learners to point to the first detail, the delayed 
information, and the audience effect.

Record the next step
If order is wrong, compare the opening sentences with the time line. If evidence is 
vague, request a quotation or exact detail. If effect is unsupported, ask what a 
reader knows at that moment. If writing is incomplete, keep the same target and 
offer an oral plan.
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Authors Bend the Pattern Quiz
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