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Author Study:
Mem Fox
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Meet Mem Fox

Mem Fox is an Australian author who writes warm, playful stories for 

young readers.

Her books often use repetition, rhythm and memorable characters.

Today we will read like author detectives.
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What Do Author Detectives Notice?

Characters: Who is the story about?

Setting: Where and when does it happen?

Language: Which words repeat, rhyme or surprise us?

Message: What might the author want us to feel or learn?
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Story Spotlight: Koala Lou

Koala Lou longs to hear that she is loved.

She trains hard for the Bush Olympics when family life changes.

Notice how feelings and actions reveal her character.
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Think About Koala Lou

How do Koala Lou's feelings change?

Which actions show determination?

What does the ending teach us about love and belonging?
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Story Spotlight: Possum Magic

Grandma Poss uses magic to make Hush invisible.

When Hush wants to be seen again, they travel across Australia.

Food, places and repetition make the journey memorable.
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An Australian Journey

Trace the cities and foods in order.

Listen for sequence words and repeated patterns.

How does the Australian setting shape the story?
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Think About Possum Magic

Why does Hush want to be visible again?

How do Grandma Poss's actions show care?

Which part of the journey would you most like to visit?
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Story Spotlight: The Magic Hat

A magic hat tumbles through town and transforms people.

The story races forward with rhyme, rhythm and surprise.

Listen for words that predict what may happen next.
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Rhyme, Rhythm and Repetition

Rhyming words share the same ending sound: hat/cat, road/toad, 

wink/think.

Repetition helps readers join in.

Invent a new rhyming transformation.
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Think About The Magic Hat

Which transformation is funniest or most surprising?

How does rhyme change the pace?

What pattern helps you predict the next event?
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Compare the Stories

Koala Lou explores love and determination.

Possum Magic celebrates family, place and persistence.

The Magic Hat uses rhyme, surprise and transformation.

What author fingerprints appear in all three?
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Mem Fox's Language Choices

Repetition helps us remember.

Rhythm makes words enjoyable to say aloud.

Precise verbs create movement.

Playful sound patterns invite prediction.
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Be a Character Detective

A trait describes what a character is like.

Use evidence: what the character says, does, thinks and feels.

Try: I think ___ is ___ because ___.
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Retell in Sequence

Beginning: meet the characters and problem.

Next/Then: key attempts and changes.

End: the problem resolves and the message becomes clear.

Retell only the most important events.
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Make Meaningful Connections

Text- to- self: This reminds me of...

Text- to- text: Another story with a similar character is...

Text- to- world: This connects to...

Connections help readers build meaning.
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Explore Another Mem Fox Book

Choose another Mem Fox story.

Notice its character, setting, pattern and message.

Record one detail that feels like an author fingerprint.
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Author Detective Challenge

Choose one task:

Retell a favourite story with puppets.

Create a rhyming transformation.

Map a character's feelings from beginning to end.

Explain one message with evidence.PREVIEW



Well Done,
Author Detectives!
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Mem Fox
Author Study Quiz
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Question 1

Which person writes the words in a book?

A. Author

B. Illustrator

C. Character
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Answer 1

Answer: A. Author

The author chooses the words and shapes the story.
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Question 2

True or false?

A character trait tells what a character is like.
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Answer 2

Answer: True

Traits such as caring, brave and determined describe a character.
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Question 3

Which detail best shows determination?

A. Giving up straight away

B. Practising even when it is hard

C. Going to sleep
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Answer 3

Answer: B. Practising even when it is hard.

Continuing after a challenge shows determination.

PREVIEW



Question 4

In Possum Magic, what kind of journey do Hush and Grandma Poss 

take?

A. Across Australia

B. Under the sea

C. Into spacePREVIEW



Answer 4

Answer: A. Across Australia

The Australian places and foods shape their journey.
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Question 5

Which pair rhymes?

A. hat and cat

B. hat and road

C. cat and think
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Answer 5

Answer: A. hat and cat

Both words end with the same sound.
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Question 6

What usually comes after the beginning of a sequence?

A. The title

B. Next or then

C. The cover
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Answer 6

Answer: B. Next or then

Sequence words help us order important events.
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Question 7

Which clue can reveal a character's feeling?

A. What the character says and does

B. The page number

C. The book's price
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Answer 7

Answer: A. What the character says and does

Actions and words are useful story evidence.
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Question 8

Short answer:

Name one author fingerprint you noticed in a Mem Fox story.
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Answer 8

Possible answers: repetition, rhythm, rhyme, playful language, 

Australian settings, memorable characters or a warm message.
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Question 9

Which sentence uses a sequence word?

A. Then Hush travelled to another city.

B. Hush is a possum.

C. The food was tasty.

PREVIEW



Answer 9

Answer: A. Then Hush travelled to another city.

Then tells the reader when an event happens.
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Question 10

Short answer:

Choose a story and state one message it shares.
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Answer 10

Answers will vary.

Use a clear message and support it with one story detail.
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Well Done,
Author Detectives!
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