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Synonyms and Antonyms
Choosing precise words to improve reading and writing

YEAR 4 ENGLISH
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What Is Vocabulary?

Vocabulary means the words we understand, read, speak and write.

A wider vocabulary helps us explain ideas more clearly.

Precise words help readers picture exactly what we mean.
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Synonyms and Antonyms

Synonyms are words with similar meanings.

Antonyms are words with opposite meanings.

Both help us choose words carefully instead of repeating the same simple 
words.

rapid ≈ quick ancient ≈ old visible ↔ hidden
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Why Word Choice Matters

The sentence "The storm was big" gives a general idea.

"The storm was powerful" is more precise and creates a stronger picture.

Good writers choose words that match the exact meaning they want.

big huge enormous colossal
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Shades of Meaning

Some synonyms are close, but not identical.

They can show different strengths, feelings or levels of formality.

A shade of meaning is the small difference between related words.

annoyed angry furious outraged
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Meaning Ladders

A meaning ladder helps us order words from weakest to strongest.

Example:

cool → cold → freezing → icy

The order may change in different contexts, so students should explain their 
reasoning.

cool cold freezing icy
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Context Matters

In Science, observe is often stronger and more accurate than look.

In narrative writing, crept gives a clearer picture than walked quietly.

The best synonym depends on the topic, tone and sentence.
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Technical Vocabulary

Technical words appear in every learning area.

We can use simpler synonyms or explanations to show understanding.

Examples: habitat = an animal's home, estimate = make a sensible guess, observe 
= look closely.
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Words From Country

Some English words used in Australia come from First Nations Australian languages.

Loanwords often name animals, places and features of Country.

Examples include koala, kookaburra and Toowoomba.

When learning these words, we should treat language, place and culture with 
respect.
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Synonym Practice

Discuss why 
one word fits 

better.

Choose the word that paints the clearest 
picture in each pair.

nice / delicious big / enormous sad / miserable
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Antonyms In Use

Antonyms help us show contrast, change and comparison.

Before the rain, the sky was bright.
After the storm, it was dark.

The opposite words make the change clear.

bright dark empty full
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Replace The Word

Choose words 
that still fit the 

sentence.
The lion was big. → The lion was enormous.

The cake tasted nice. → The cake tasted delicious.

The storm was bad. → The storm was fierce.

The child felt sad. → The child felt miserable.
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Quick Check

List three synonyms for brave.

List three antonyms for quiet.

Order these words from weakest to strongest: whisper, shout, speak.

Write one sentence using an antonym pair.
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Well Done!
Every new word you learn gives you another tool for clear writing.

Keep looking for synonyms, antonyms and shades of meaning in your reading.
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Antonyms and Synonyms
QUIZ
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Antonyms and Synonyms Quiz

There are 10 questions.
Read each question carefully and choose the best answer.

You will see the answer on the next slide.
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Question 1 Antonyms and Synonyms

What is an antonym?

A. A word with the opposite meaning

B. A word that rhymes

C. A word with a similar meaning

D. A describing word
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Question 1 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

What is an antonym?

A. A word with the opposite meaning

B. A word that rhymes

C. A word with a similar meaning

D. A describing word
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Question 2 Antonyms and Synonyms

What is a synonym?

A. A word that means the same or similar

B. A word that means the opposite

C. A word that names a person or place

D. A word that always sounds the same
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Question 2 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

What is a synonym?

A. A word that means the same or similar

B. A word that means the opposite

C. A word that names a person or place

D. A word that always sounds the same
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Question 3 Antonyms and Synonyms

True or false: shades of meaning show small differences in strength 
or feeling.

A. True

B. False
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Question 3 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

True or false: shades of meaning show small differences in strength 
or feeling.

A. True

B. False
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Question 4 Antonyms and Synonyms

Which pair shows synonyms?

A. difficult and challenging

B. early and late

C. dark and bright

D. weak and strong
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Question 4 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

Which pair shows synonyms?

A. difficult and challenging

B. early and late

C. dark and bright

D. weak and strong
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Question 5 Antonyms and Synonyms

Which pair shows antonyms?

A. visible and hidden

B. huge and enormous

C. loud and noisy

D. frightened and scared
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Question 5 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

Which pair shows antonyms?

A. visible and hidden

B. huge and enormous

C. loud and noisy

D. frightened and scared
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Question 6 Antonyms and Synonyms

Write one synonym for happy.

____________________________
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Question 6 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

Write one synonym for happy.

joyful, delighted, cheerful or another suitable synonym

Alex
PREVIEW



Question 7 Antonyms and Synonyms

Why do writers use antonyms?

A. To show contrast or change

B. To make every sentence longer

C. To avoid using verbs

D. To remove punctuation
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Question 7 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

Why do writers use antonyms?

A. To show contrast or change

B. To make every sentence longer

C. To avoid using verbs

D. To remove punctuation
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Question 8 Antonyms and Synonyms

Which word is the weakest shade of meaning?

A. annoyed

B. angry

C. furious

D. outraged
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Question 8 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

Which word is the weakest shade of meaning?

A. annoyed

B. angry

C. furious

D. outraged
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Question 9 Antonyms and Synonyms

Choose the correct order from weakest to strongest.

A. cool, cold, freezing

B. freezing, cool, cold

C. cold, freezing, cool

D. freezing, cold, cool

Alex
PREVIEW



Question 9 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

Choose the correct order from weakest to strongest.

A. cool, cold, freezing

B. freezing, cool, cold

C. cold, freezing, cool

D. freezing, cold, cool
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Question 10 Antonyms and Synonyms

Complete the sentence with a stronger synonym: She was not just 
happy, she was ____.

____________________________
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Question 10 - Answer Antonyms and Synonyms

Complete the sentence with a stronger synonym: She was not just 
happy, she was ____.

ecstatic, thrilled or delighted
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Well Done!
You used synonyms, antonyms and shades of meaning to think like a 

careful writer.
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