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What are antonyms?

Antonyms are words with opposite meanings.

big ↔ small     hot ↔ cold     open ↔ closed

PREVIEW



Antonyms change meaning

Changing one word can change the whole meaning.

The gate is open. ↔ The gate is closed.

The box is full. ↔ The box is empty.
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Common opposite pairs

fast ↔ slow     happy ↔ sad

noisy ↔ quiet     day ↔ night

above ↔ below     inside ↔ outside
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Find the opposite in a sentence

Use the sentence to help you choose.

The bag is heavy. → The bag is light.

The room is dark. → The room is bright.
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Choose the best antonym

1. The rabbit ran fast. Antonym: slow

2. The towel is dry. Antonym: wet

3. Mia arrived early. Antonym: late

Each answer makes sense in its sentence.
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Antonyms in descriptions

Original: A small, quiet dog sat inside.

Change two words:

A large, noisy dog sat outside.

The new description gives us a very different picture.PREVIEW



Match and explain

Match each word to its antonym.

awake     low     begin     rough

high     finish     smooth     asleep

Choose one pair. How are its meanings opposite?PREVIEW



Your turn

Replace the key word with an antonym.

1. The soup is hot.     2. The box is empty.

3. The gate is open.     4. The hall is noisy.

5. We arrived early.

Share your new sentence.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Question 1

Which word is an antonym of noisy?

A. loud

B. quiet

C. busy

D. soundPREVIEW



Answer 1

B. quiet

Quiet means the opposite of noisy.
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Question 2

True or False?

Hot and cold are antonyms.
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Answer 2

True

Hot and cold have opposite meanings.
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Question 3

Write an antonym for empty.
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Answer 3

full

Full means the opposite of empty.
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Question 4

The timid puppy hid behind the chair.

Which word is an antonym of timid?

A. sleepy

B. brave

C. tiny

D. gentlePREVIEW



Answer 4

B. brave

Brave has the opposite meaning to timid.
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Question 5

True or False?

Begin and finish are antonyms.
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Answer 5

True

Begin and finish have opposite meanings.
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Question 6

Write an antonym for closed.
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Answer 6

open

Open means the opposite of closed.
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Question 7

Which word is an antonym of early?

A. late

B. soon

C. first

D. quickPREVIEW



Answer 7

A. late

Late means the opposite of early.
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Question 8

The path was smooth.

Write an antonym for smooth.
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Answer 8

rough

Rough means the opposite of smooth.
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Question 9

True or False?

Big and huge are antonyms.
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Answer 9

False

Big and huge are similar in meaning, not opposite.
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Question 10

The bag felt light.

Which word is an antonym of light?

A. empty

B. heavy

C. small

D. softPREVIEW



Answer 10

B. heavy

Heavy has the opposite meaning to light.
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Well Done!
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