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Learning Intention

We are learning to use adverbial phrases to add precise details to clauses and 

sentences.

Success criteria
• identify an adverbial phrase

• classify the detail it adds

• move and punctuate phrases correctly

• craft vivid, well-controlled sentences
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What Is an Adverbial Phrase?
An adverbial phrase is a group of words that adds information 

about an action.

It can tell where, when, why, how, how long or how often.

Example: The class worked with complete focus.
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Why Writers Use Them

Adverbial phrases make events clearer, more precise and more 

vivid.

The bird landed.

The bird landed on the highest branch before sunset.

The added phrases answer where? and when?
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Six Questions to Ask

Where?  beside the creek

When?  before sunrise

Why?  to protect the seedlings

How?  with steady hands

How long?  for nearly an hour

How often?  every second Tuesday
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Where, When and Why

Where? The campers rested beneath the tall gum trees.

When? After the briefing, the teams began.

Why? The gates closed because of the strong wind.

Each phrase adds one clear kind of detail.
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How, How Long and How Often
How? The scientist lifted the sample with great care.

How long? The rehearsal continued for forty minutes.

How often? Our class visits the library every second Friday.

Ask the question that the phrase answers.
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Find the Main Clause

An adverbial phrase adds to a main clause; it does not replace it.

During the long rehearsal, the actors refined each scene.

Phrase: During the long rehearsal

Main clause: the actors refined each scene
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At the Beginning

Before the gates opened, the crowd waited quietly.

When a longer adverbial phrase begins the sentence, place a 

comma after it.

Opening phrase + comma + main clause

PREVIEW



In the Middle

The coach, before the final match, explained the strategy.

A phrase inserted in the middle is set off with a comma on both 

sides.

Main clause, inserted phrase, continued clause
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At the End

The team practised twice each week.

An adverbial phrase at the end usually needs no comma.

Avoid separating the verb from a necessary ending detail with an 

unnecessary comma.
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A Phrase Is Not a Sentence

During the long rehearsal.

This is not a complete sentence because it does not contain a 

complete main clause.

Build it: During the long rehearsal, the actors refined each scene.
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Classify the Phrases

Identify each phrase and decide what it tells.

1. At dawn, the cave team entered.

2. The lizard hid beneath the warm rock.

3. Priya solved the puzzle with careful reasoning.

4. The rehearsal continued for nearly an hour.
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Practice Answers

1. At dawn — when

2. beneath the warm rock — where

3. with careful reasoning — how

4. for nearly an hour — how long

A phrase can appear at the beginning or end and still perform the same 

job.
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Move the Phrase

Start: After the experiment, the researchers packed the samples.

Middle: The researchers, after the experiment, packed the samples.

End: The researchers packed the samples after the experiment.

Choose the position that sounds clear and natural.
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Compare the Rewrites

Basic: The band tuned its instruments.

Beginning: Before the concert, the band tuned its instruments.

Middle: The band, before the concert, tuned its instruments.

End: The band tuned its instruments before the concert.

Each position changes the emphasis.
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A Bland Paragraph

The gates opened. People entered. The musicians played. The festival 

began.

The events are clear, but the reader cannot picture when, where or how 

they happened.

Which details would make this paragraph more precise?
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Add Precise Details

When the gates opened, people entered the park.

Near the stage, the musicians played with lively energy.

At midday, the festival began.

The phrases connect events and build a clearer scene.

PREVIEW



Find the Added Details

Near the stage, the musicians played with lively energy.

Where? near the stage

How? with lively energy

A sentence may contain more than one adverbial phrase.
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Compose Your Own

Write one strong sentence for each prompt.

• a rescue team — where and when

• a robot — how and how often

• a class — why and how long

Underline each adverbial phrase and check the commas.

PREVIEW



Review

Adverbial phrases answer where, when, why, how, how long or how often.

They can appear at the beginning, in the middle or at the end.

Use commas after opening phrases and around inserted phrases. Avoid 

unnecessary commas at the end.
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Well Done!
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Question One

Which words form the adverbial phrase?

The lizard disappeared beneath the warm rock.

A  The lizard

B  disappeared

C  beneath the warm rock

D  warm

PREVIEW



Answer One

C — beneath the warm rock

The phrase tells where the lizard disappeared.
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Question Two

True or False

Before sunrise tells when the volunteers met.

Choose True or False.
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Answer Two

True

Before sunrise tells when the meeting happened.
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Question Three

Which sentence uses the opening phrase correctly?

A  Before the concert the band tuned its instruments.

B  Before the concert, the band tuned its instruments.

C  Before, the concert the band tuned its instruments.

D  Before the concert the band, tuned its instruments.
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Answer Three

B — Before the concert, the band tuned its instruments.

A comma separates the opening adverbial phrase from the main clause.
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Question Four

Which sentence correctly places “with great care” in the middle?

A  The scientist with great care, lifted the sample.

B  The scientist, with great care lifted the sample.

C  The scientist, with great care, lifted the sample.

D  The scientist with, great care, lifted the sample.
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Answer Four

C — The scientist, with great care, lifted the sample.

A middle phrase needs a comma on both sides.
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Question Five

Which sentence avoids an unnecessary comma?

A  The class practised, twice each week.

B  The class practised twice each week.

C  The class, practised twice each week.

D  The class practised twice, each week.
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Answer Five

B — The class practised twice each week.

An ending adverbial phrase usually needs no comma.
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Question Six

True or False

In the sentence below, because of the fallen branch tells why the ranger 

closed the path.

The ranger closed the path because of the fallen branch.

Choose True or False.
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Answer Six

True

Because of the fallen branch gives the reason the path was closed.
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Question Seven

Which option is a complete sentence?

A  During the long rehearsal.

B  Beneath the old bridge.

C  During the long rehearsal, the actors refined each scene.

D  With steady hands.
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Answer Seven

C — During the long rehearsal, the actors refined each scene.

It contains an opening phrase and a complete main clause.
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Question Eight

Which sentence adds both where and how?

A  The robot moved.

B  In the laboratory, the robot moved with careful steps.

C  The robot moved yesterday.

D  The robot moved for two minutes.
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Answer Eight

B — In the laboratory, the robot moved with careful steps.

In the laboratory tells where; with careful steps tells how.
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Question Nine

Short answer

Move after the experiment to the beginning of the sentence.

We packed the samples after the experiment.

Write the correctly punctuated sentence.
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Answer Nine

After the experiment, we packed the samples.

The moved phrase begins the sentence, so a comma follows it.
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Question Ten

Short answer

Edit the sentence below.

After the race the tired athletes rested, beneath the shade trees.

Write the corrected sentence.
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Answer Ten

After the race, the tired athletes rested beneath the shade trees.

Add a comma after the opening phrase and remove the unnecessary 

comma before the ending phrase.
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Well Done!
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