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Adjectives: Precise Words in 
Context
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Learning Intention

We are learning to choose adjectives that add precise detail and suit the context.

Success criteria:

• identify adjectives and the nouns they describe

• choose stronger, more exact words

• explain how an adjective can change meaning in a new context
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What Is an Adjective?

An adjective describes a noun.

The curious fox listened.

• adjective: curious

• noun: fox

Adjectives can describe size, colour, shape, texture, feeling or quality.
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Adjectives Describe Nouns

a sturdy backpack

an enormous whale

a turquoise scarf

Ask: Which noun is being described?

The adjective adds information about that noun.
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Spot the Adjective

The narrow bridge crossed the creek.

Which word adds detail to bridge?

Answer: narrow

Remove the adjective. What useful detail disappears?
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Build a Detailed Noun Group

Start with a noun: cave

Add one adjective: a dark cave

Add two adjectives: a dark, mysterious cave

Precise adjectives help a reader form a clear picture.
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Using More Than One Adjective

Use commas between adjectives that work equally:

a long, narrow, rocky track

a tiny, curious lizard

Read the phrase aloud. Can and fit between the adjectives?
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Adjective Categories

SIZE: tiny, enormous

COLOUR: amber, turquoise

SHAPE: curved, jagged

TEXTURE: silky, rough

FEELING: anxious, cheerful

QUALITY: sturdy, fragile
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Replace Vague Words

Vague: a nice puppy

Precise: a playful puppy

Vague: a big bird

Precise: an enormous eagle

Choose the adjective that matches exactly what you mean.
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Shades of Meaning

cool →warm → hot → scorching

whispering → quiet → loud → deafening

tiny → small → large → enormous

Order words from weaker to stronger to show intensity.
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One Word, Different Contexts

a light backpack = not heavy

a light breeze = gentle

light blue paint = pale

The surrounding words help us work out the intended meaning.
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Topic-Specific Adjectives

Science: porous rock, molten lava, transparent glass

Geography: coastal region, arid desert

Safety: slippery surface

Technical adjectives make information accurate.
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Check the Word Class

A word is an adjective when it describes a noun.

rough bark → rough describes bark

The waves roughened the sand. → roughened is a verb

Check the word's job in the sentence.
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Improve the Sentence

The animal moved through the place.

Try:

The agile, spotted gecko darted through the damp, rocky cave.

Which adjectives create the clearest picture?
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Review

• Adjectives add detail to nouns.

• Precise adjectives suit the context.

• One adjective can have different meanings.

• Commas can separate equal adjectives.

• Topic-specific adjectives make explanations accurate.
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Well Done!
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Adjectives Quiz
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Question 1

Which word is the adjective?

The narrow bridge crossed the creek.

A. bridge

B. crossed

C. narrow

D. creek
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Answer 1

C. narrow

Narrow describes the noun bridge.
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Question 2

True or false?

An adjective describes a noun.
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Answer 2

True.

Adjectives add information about nouns.
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Question 3

Write the two adjectives in this sentence:

The noisy lorikeet ate sweet berries.
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Answer 3

noisy and sweet

Noisy describes lorikeet. Sweet describes berries.
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Question 4

Which adjective is the most precise replacement for nice?

The nice puppy waited by the gate.

A. playful

B. square

C. salty

D. ancient
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Answer 4

A. playful

Playful gives a clear, sensible detail about the puppy.
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Question 5

True or false?

In a light backpack, light means bright.

PREVIEW



Answer 5

False.

In this context, light means not heavy.
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Question 6

Add one precise adjective:

The __________ cave echoed.
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Answer 6

Sample answer: mysterious

Other context-fitting answers may also be correct.
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Question 7

Which word is the adjective?

The rough bark scratched my hand.

A. rough

B. bark

C. scratched

D. hand
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Answer 7

A. rough

Rough describes the noun bark.
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Question 8

True or false?

A comma belongs between the adjectives in a long narrow track.
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Answer 8

True.

Write: a long, narrow track.
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Question 9

Replace good with a more precise adjective:

It was a good book.
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Answer 9

Sample answer: engaging

Other precise answers such as exciting may also be correct.
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Question 10

Which adjective is topic-specific for science?

A. cheerful

B. porous

C. nice

D. sleepy
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Answer 10

B. porous

Porous precisely describes a material with tiny spaces that can absorb liquid.
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Well Done!
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