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Addition and Subtraction Stories
with Role-Playing
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Learning Intention

We are learning to act out, model and solve number stories.

Some stories join groups. Some stories take items away.
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What Is a Number Story?

A number story is a short maths story about what happens to a group.

Act it out. Draw it. Match it to a number sentence.
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Addition Stories

Groups join together.

Find how many there are altogether.

The plus sign (+) means join.
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Addition Routine

START with the first group.

JOIN the next group.

COUNT all the objects.

SAY the number sentence.
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Worked Addition

3 ducks are at the pond.

2 more ducks join them.

Count all the ducks.

3 + 2 = 5
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Role-Play Addition

4 teddy bears are at the picnic.

3 more teddy bears arrive.

Act out the joining story.

4 + 3 = 7
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Guided Addition

Put down 2 red balls.

Join 5 blue balls.

How many balls are there altogether?

2 + 5 = 7

PREVIEW



Try an Addition Story

6 animals are playing.

2 more animals join them.

Act it out. Draw it. Solve it.

6 + 2 = ____
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Subtraction Stories

Some items are taken away.

Find how many are left.

The minus sign (-) means take away.
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Subtraction Routine

START with the whole group.

TAKE AWAY some objects.

COUNT what is left.

SAY the number sentence.
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Worked Subtraction

8 apples are in the basket.

3 apples are taken away.

Count the apples that are left.

8 - 3 = 5
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Role-Play Subtraction

7 ice creams are ready.

2 ice creams are sold.

Act out the taking-away story.

7 - 2 = 5
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Guided Subtraction

Build a tower with 9 blocks.

Put away 4 blocks.

How many blocks are left?

9 - 4 = 5
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Try a Subtraction Story

8 toy cars are on the mat.

3 toy cars roll away.

Act it out. Draw it. Solve it.

8 - 3 = ____
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Choose the Action

JOIN clues: more arrive, come in, altogether.

TAKE AWAY clues: leave, go away, are eaten.

Ask: What happens to the group?
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Tell Your Own Story

Choose some objects.

Choose JOIN or TAKE AWAY.

Act it, say it, draw it and write the number sentence.
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Remember

Altogether means join and add.

Left means take away and subtract.

Act out the story before you solve.
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Well Done!

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Addition and Subtraction
Number Story Quiz
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Question 1

Which action usually belongs in an addition story?

A. Groups join together

B. Some items are taken away

C. Nothing changes

D. Count backwards
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Answer 1

A. Groups join together

Addition stories tell how groups join and how many there are 

altogether.
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Question 2

Which action usually belongs in a subtraction story?

A. More items arrive

B. Groups join together

C. Some items are taken away

D. Count everything twice
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Answer 2

C. Some items are taken away

Subtraction stories ask how many are left.
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Question 3

True or false?

3 birds are joined by 2 birds.

There are 5 birds altogether.
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Answer 3

TRUE

3 + 2 = 5
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Question 4

4 teddy bears are at the picnic.

3 more teddy bears join them.

How many teddy bears are there altogether?
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Answer 4

7 teddy bears

4 + 3 = 7
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Question 5

6 blocks are in a tower. 2 are put away.

Which number sentence matches?

A. 6 + 2 = 8

B. 6 - 2 = 4

C. 2 + 2 = 4

D. 6 - 4 = 2
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Answer 5

B. 6 - 2 = 4

Two blocks are taken away, so four are left.
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Question 6

True or false?

8 - 3 = 6
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Answer 6

FALSE

8 - 3 = 5
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Question 7

2 red counters and 5 yellow counters join.

How many counters are there altogether?
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Answer 7

7 counters

2 + 5 = 7
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Question 8

Which clue tells you to take away?

A. How many are altogether?

B. How many are left?

C. How many joined?

D. How many arrived?
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Answer 8

B. How many are left?

The word left is a clue that items went away.
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Question 9

9 toy cars are on the mat.

4 toy cars roll away.

How many toy cars are left?
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Answer 9

5 toy cars

9 - 4 = 5
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Question 10

True or false?

An addition story can ask how many there are altogether.

PREVIEW



Answer 10

TRUE

Altogether is a clue that groups join.
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Well Done!
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