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Active and Passive 
Voice
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Learning focus

Today we will:

• identify subjects, verbs and objects

• recognise active and passive voice

• transform sentences while preserving tense and meaning

• choose voice to match purpose and focusPREVIEW



Every sentence has a focus

Writers decide what comes first.

The first idea usually receives the reader’s attention.

Active and passive voice let us shift that focus without 

changing the event.PREVIEW



Subject, verb and object

The ranger protected the reef.

SUBJECT: the ranger

VERB: protected

OBJECT: the reef

Start with these three parts before you analyse voice.PREVIEW



Find the subject

Ask: Who or what performs the action?

The volunteers cleaned the creek.

Subject: the volunteersPREVIEW



Find the verb

Ask: What action or state is expressed?

The volunteers cleaned the creek.

Verb: cleanedPREVIEW



Find the object

Ask: Who or what receives the action?

The volunteers cleaned the creek.

Object: the creekPREVIEW



Active voice: doer first

In active voice, the subject performs the action.

Pattern: SUBJECT + VERB + OBJECT

Rangers protect the reef.PREVIEW



Passive voice: receiver first

In passive voice, the subject receives the action.

Pattern: RECEIVER + FORM OF BE + PAST PARTICIPLE

The reef is protected by rangers.PREVIEW



Compare the same event

ACTIVE: The class planted the seedlings.

PASSIVE: The seedlings were planted by the class.

Same event. Different focus.PREVIEW



Active voice is clear and direct

Active voice often makes responsibility clear.

It is usually concise, energetic and easy to follow.

The council repaired the bridge.PREVIEW



Passive voice draws attention

Passive voice keeps attention on an action, result or receiver.

It is useful when the agent is unknown, obvious or less 

important.

The bridge was repaired overnight.PREVIEW



Spot the passive verb phrase

Look for a complete verb phrase:

FORM OF BE + PAST PARTICIPLE

is protected • was discovered

have been stored • will be completedPREVIEW



Keep the tense

Keep the original tense when you change voice.

painted → was painted

has organised → has been organised

will install → will be installedPREVIEW



The by phrase names the agent

The mural was designed by Amira.

Keep the agent when it matters.

Omit it when the agent is unknown or unimportant.PREVIEW



Not every ‘was’ is passive

The hall was quiet.

Description — not passive

The hall was decorated.

Passive — was + past participlePREVIEW



Active to passive: step 1

ACTIVE: The school council organised the fundraiser.

Find the object.

Object: the fundraiserPREVIEW



Active to passive: step 2

Move the object to the subject position.

The fundraiser …

This becomes the new focus.PREVIEW



Active to passive: step 3

Add the correct form of BE + past participle.

The fundraiser was organised by the school council.

Check that tense and meaning are unchanged.PREVIEW



Passive to active

PASSIVE: The final goal was scored by Nina.

Find the agent: Nina.

Move the agent first and use the main verb.

ACTIVE: Nina scored the final goal.PREVIEW



Transform tense accurately

Present: Ava delivers the newsletters.

The newsletters are delivered by Ava.

Past: Ava delivered the newsletters.

The newsletters were delivered by Ava.PREVIEW



Science and factual writing

Science and factual texts often focus on method or result.

The solution was heated to 60°C.

Ask: Is the process more important than the person?PREVIEW



News and narrative writing

News and narrative writing often benefits from clear agents.

Volunteers restored the wetland.

Passive voice can lead when the result matters:

The wetland was restored last winter.PREVIEW



Review: partner challenge

1. Label subject, verb and object.

2. Name the voice and prove it.

3. Rewrite in the other voice.

4. Explain how the focus changed.PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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Active and Passive Voice 
Quiz

PREVIEW
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Question 1

Which sentence is in active voice?

A. The mural was painted by Lila.

B. Lila painted the mural.

C. The mural was painted yesterday.

D. The mural has been displayed.PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. Lila painted the mural.

Lila is the subject and performs the action.

PREVIEW



Question 2

True or false?

Every sentence containing the word ‘was’ is passive.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

FALSE

The hall was quiet is a description.

Passive voice needs a form of BE + a past participle.PREVIEW



Question 3

In this sentence, name the subject, verb and object.

The storm damaged the roof.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

Subject: the storm

Verb: damaged

Object: the roof

PREVIEW



Question 4

Which sentence is passive?

A. Birds nested near the lake.

B. The rescue team found the hiker.

C. The lost hiker was found by the rescue team.

D. Hikers carry water.PREVIEW



Answer 4

C. The lost hiker was found by the rescue team.

The receiver comes first and was found is the passive verb 

phrase.PREVIEW



Question 5

Rewrite this sentence in passive voice.

The school council organised the fundraiser.

PREVIEW



Answer 5

The fundraiser was organised by the school council.

PREVIEW



Question 6

Which sentence focuses on the discovery rather than the 

discoverer?

A. Wildlife researchers discovered a rare frog.

B. A rare frog was discovered during the night survey.PREVIEW



Answer 6

B. A rare frog was discovered during the night survey.

Passive voice keeps the focus on the frog and the discovery.

PREVIEW



Question 7

True or false?

A passive sentence can omit the agent.

PREVIEW



Answer 7

TRUE

The agent may be unknown, obvious or unimportant to the 

writer’s purpose.PREVIEW



Question 8

Rewrite this sentence in active voice.

The final goal was scored by Nina.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

Nina scored the final goal.

PREVIEW



Question 9

Identify the complete passive verb phrase.

The samples have been stored at 4°C.

PREVIEW



Answer 9

have been stored

The phrase contains forms of BE plus the past participle stored.

PREVIEW



Question 10

A museum label should focus on an ancient vase, not its 

unknown maker.

Which voice should the writer choose, and why?PREVIEW



Answer 10

Passive voice.

It keeps the ancient vase in focus and allows the unknown 

agent to be omitted.PREVIEW



Well Done!

PREVIEW
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